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THANK YOU for your willingness to be involved with the discipleship of students during 
the weeks of Super Summer, Oklahoma. Super Summer exists to inspire and equip 
students as Kingdom-minded leaders.  This task can only happen with your diligent 
study and prayer over this material and your school. This GREEN SCHOOL material has 
been prayerfully and thoughtfully prepared in order to help disciple the students who 
will be in attendance. 
 
If GREEN SCHOOL is the only year a student attends Super Summer, Oklahoma, 
he/she will receive deep, discipleship teaching that will enable them to begin their 
sophomore year with biblical confidence and a firm footing in their spiritual growth. 
However, if a student attended in previous years, this material will build on the topics 
they learned in their previous schools and help bring a deeper understanding of those 
topics. 
 
The TEACHING structure being implemented with this material consists of 9 teaching 
sessions, Tuesday –Thursday, for each school, (AM, Mid, PM). The AM and Mid teaching 
times will discuss 6 core topics at age appropriate levels. These topics include: Bible 
Study 101, Personal Holiness, Moral Boundaries, Prayer, Witness, & Accountability. The 
PM teaching times will be age/color specific for the schools focusing on a particular idea 
for each grade level. 
 
GREEN SCHOOL CURRICULUM  has been written to help students learn what it means 
to leave a Christian LEGACY in their senior year of high school. 
 
EACH LESSON contains an overview describing what the other schools are studying on 
the same subject, teaching notes, teaching guides, and examples of handouts to be 
utilized in class. 
 
 Overview - Table format & description containing details concerning each 
 schools teaching 
  
 Expanded Teaching Notes  - Background information for teaching material and 
 descriptions  of key  terms used in the teaching guides 
 
 Teaching Sheets  - designed to be printed front-back for ease-of-use during 
 your teaching time 
 
Additionally , several of the lessons have handouts for the students and examples are in 
the material for your review and to make copies. 
 
THANK YOU, once again, for being a part of Super Summer, Oklahoma. We are praying 
for you as you prepare.  
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Curriculum  
 
 
 
Super Summer exists to inspire and equip students as Kingdom-minded 
leaders. To assist in achieving that goal we have developed curriculum that 
is targeted at specific, age level, discipleship needs. 
 
RED - Foundation - Building your faith 
BLUE - Commitment - Commitment to your faith 
ORANGE - Community – Community in your faith 
YELLOW - Service - Working in your faith 
GREEN - Legacy - Leaving a Legacy of faith 
SILVER - Influence - Influencing with your faith 
 
 
Overview of the Lesson Format: Ready – Set – Go 
 

Ready 
• Opening Illustrations and Ideas 
• Setting the stage for the students 
 

Set 
• Outline of the Main Teaching Points 
• Questions and Illustrations 
• Additional Commentary as needed 
 

Go 
• Concluding Points and Illustrations 
• Summarizing the Material 
• Transitioning Students to their Group Time 
 
 
Explanation of the Teaching Notes 
 

The terms in all-caps are intended to guide you through the teaching process. When the 
term “EXPLAIN,” is used, don’t think you have to read this section verbatim; the term is 
just being used to distinguish the section from questions, illustrations, etc. Also, the 
“ASK” lines can be actual questions soliciting a response or rhetorical questions 
providing opportunity for silent reflection. Include some student feedback to keep them 
engaged, but some groups do well with rhetorical questions as well. Expand upon the 
points you find particularly important and gloss over other sections. Teach according to 
the needs of your group and according to the leadership of God’s Spirit. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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green school 
teaching breakdown 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AM 

 
 
 

MID 

 
 
 

PM 

 
 
 
 

Tues 

 
Bible Study 101 

 
Encourage and 

empower students to 
be active readers of 

God’s Word. 
 

 
Personal 
Holiness 

 
Help students grasp 
the on-going nature 

of holiness 
(sanctification). 

 

 
Legacy 

 
Introduce and 
Define Legacy: 
What is it; Why 
does it matter 

 

 
 
 
 

Wed 

 
Moral 

Boundaries 
 

Help students 
recognize their 
words as a key 

aspect of morality. 
 

 
Prayer 

 
Practice confession 

as part of our regular 
prayer life, while 

trusting in the 
forgiveness, healing, 

and freedom 
available through the 

Gospel. 
 

 
Legacy 

 
Help students 
recognize that 

investing in other 
people can be 
their greatest 

legacy. 
 

 
 
 
 

Thurs 

 
Witness 

 
Help students share 
the redemptive story 

of Scripture from 
beginning to end as 
a way to witness to 

their friends. 
 

 
Accountability 

 
Orient students to 
the importance of 

being accountable to 
their church family, 
especially those in 

the church older than 
themselves. 

 

 
Legacy 

 
Disciple-making: 
More than a Buzz 

Word. Establishing 
a Legacy 
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Tues AM 
Bible Study 101 
 
 
 

 Genre Bible Study Tool 

Red Law Genre 4 Questions to Study Bible; 
Introduction to Genres 

Blue Narrative Genre Using Journalistic Questions; 
Identifying the Main Themes 

Orange Gospel Genre Compare/Contrast; Reading 
the Bible as a Big Picture 
Story 

Yellow Wisdom Genre  Word Studies; Introduction 
to Translations 

Green Letters Genre Inductive Bible Study 
Method 

Silver Prophecy Genre & Revelation Applying the Scriptures to 
Our Lives and Contemporary 
Culture 

 
 
Overview of Bible Study 101 
One of the simplest keys to studying Scripture is remembering that we don’t read a 
novel the same way we read a cookbook. Similarly, we don’t read a letter from Paul the 
same way we read Proverbs. We want students to know that the Bible is a unified, 
powerful story of God's grace and love; at the same time, God has given us this Story 
through multiple forms (genres).  
 
For the Bible study tools, any of these can stand alone as a way to approach Scripture, 
but taken together they form a broad foundation for hermeneutics. In the modern 
world, we have an overwhelming number of Bible study tools and resources, but here 
we are going to focus on "tools" that encourage personal interaction with the text. There 
is value in websites, computer programs, and commentaries, but we don't want 
students to rely on these sources or go to them as the first resort. The group time will 
provide a way for the students to practice the Bible study tool. 
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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 Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 
Tues AM - Bible Study 101 

 
 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Genre = Letters/Epistles  Consider only using the word "epistle" if  you feel absolutely 
compelled to do so. That word just introduces extra confusion. A good deal of scholarly 
research exists on the difference between letters and epistles. 
 
Tool = Inductive Bible Study Method 
 
Goal = Encourage and empower students to be active readers of God’s Word. 
(Definition of Active Reader- An active reader takes intentional steps to determine the 
meaning of the Bible; a passive reader just skims over the words or looks at the words 
once, then walks away.) 
 
 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Introduce why determining the "meaning" of a text matters  
• “Set (Part 1)”- The Letters in the Bible  
• “Set (Part 2)”- How to Read the Letters in the Bible  
• “Go”- Prepare the students to be active readers in their group time and in their 

personal Bible study times  
 
 
  



 

3 | P a g e  
 

READY 
 
OPENING QUESTION: How do you know what something means? When we read the 
Bible we want to know what it means. But how do we actually know what something 
means? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: We're going to play the Rorschach ink blot game. Have you played a 
game of looking at the clouds and trying to figure out what the cloud looks like? This 
game is like that. 
 
(Show multiple "ink" blots and let the students tell what they see. Examples are 
provided below. They can either raise their hand and you call on them, or just let them 
shout out answers at random.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPLAIN: Have you seen some of those things for sale on the internet that are 
supposed to look like a person’s face? One guy’s piece of toast looks like Elvis; another 
girl has a piece of cheese that looks like Jesus. If your food today at lunch looks like 
Jesus, let me know; we'll make some money off that! 
 
ASK: Why could we not determine what those ink blots are supposed to stand for? 
 
EXPLAIN: Because they were randomly spilt on the paper. No one had the intention to 
make something specific. Meaning comes from the person communicating the 
message. And the person receiving the message has to be able to understand the 
message. 
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ILLUSTRATION: For example, you are taking a selfie near the edge of the Grand Canyon 
and start backing up trying to get that perfect angle. Someone yells for you to stop. You 
could say, "They didn't really mean that" or "I didn't understand what they said" but the 
truth is they intended to communicate a message for you to receive. And your life 
depends on understanding the meaning of their message. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here is a simple formula: 
Communication = Sender (Author) + Message + Receiver 
 
The Bible is unique though, because there are two senders of the message. God, the 
Divine Author, gives us His message through human authors, who were real people, 
living in real places, speaking real, human languages.  
 
 
 
 
READ 2 Peter 1:20-21 
Knowing this first of all that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
EXPLAIN: When we study the Bible, we want to understand the message God gave us 
through His messengers. When these verses say “men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit,” it doesn’t mean the men were in a trance, mindlessly 
writing down the words. Instead, God spoke through the real experiences, languages, 
and cultures of the biblical authors. He used them—He worked through them—to speak 
a message inspired by the Holy Spirit that continues to speak to us today. 
 
 
TRANSITION: As you prepare for your senior year, most of you will be leading Bible 
study groups either in your home, at church, or at school. This year we want to teach you 
how to study your Bible by reading the letters that are in the Bible and learning to be 
really observant when you read so you can pursue the meaning of the Bible. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: LETTERS IN THE BIBLE 
 
ASK: Why do people write letters or emails? 
(Possible Answers- update from family member in the military, love note, rejection letter 
from a business, complaint letter, encouragement, etc.) 
 
EXPLAIN: Ancient Letters were written for multiple reasons as well, and the ancient 
world included more letters than just those included in the Bible. You might surprised 
though by how many letters are in the New Testament. 
• Paul wrote 13 
• Hebrews is a little like a letter- unknown author—maybe a sermon written as a letter 
• Peter wrote 2 
• John wrote 3 
• Jude wrote 1 
• Revelation- John wrote down 7 letters given to different churches in chapters 2-3 
 
Have students open their Bible to the book of Galatians. 
 
READ Galatians 1:1-5 
Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead— and all the brothers who are with me,  
To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
ASK: Do you know what it feels like to see or hear only one side of a conversation? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Read a series of pretend text messages and let the students fill in the 
gaps for the other side of the conversation. The point of the illustration is that we often 
only know one side of a story or conversation. 
 
“Oh my goodness, you won’t believe what happened today.” 
“So true, I’ll never talk to him again.” 
“I don’t know, too soon.” 
“Maybe.” 
“IMO, but we’ll never know.” 
“K, thanks for listening.” 
 
(If you have a good story about passing love notes in class, you could use that story as 
an illustration here. Most of the students probably don’t know about real love letter 
passing in class since most of them use text messages or social media for this!) 
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EXPLAIN: Letters in the Bible were written to address a situation that was going on, 
except we don't always know the whole situation when we see only one letter or one 
part of the letter. 
 
*When we read the letters in the Bible, we need to try hard to assess the situation and 
purpose of the letter. Usually the author gives us some clues about why he's writing. 
We're going to learn in just a minute some ways to do identify these things, but first let's 
explore why this matters. 
 
You're already looking at the book of Galatians. Turn over to chapter 2 in that book and 
look at the first part of verse 16. 
 
READ Galatians 2:16 
yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ 
 
Now, listen to a verse from another letter, this comes from James 2:24 
 
READ James 2:24 
You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
 
(Hopefully some students will grasp immediately the tension created by these two 
verses. You can usually see it in their facial expressions. Try to help the group as a whole 
see the tension.) 
 
ASK: So, which one is it? Faith or works? 
 
EXPLAIN: Some people will use these verses to discredit the Bible and say that Paul and 
James are teaching two different types of Christianity. But let's be active readers, let's 
pay attention to what's going on. Remember, we always want to keep in mind the 
purpose of the letters. 
 

Galatians James 

Works of the Law Works 

Faith in Jesus Christ Faith alone 

Situation: Paul writing against those who 
wanted to add Jewish laws to the 
requirements for being right with God 

Situation: James writing against those who 
were claiming to believe but weren’t living 
out their faith 
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EXPLAIN: Paul was writing in Galatians to deal with people who were saying that you 
had to follow certain works of the law to be made right with God. He's dealing with that 
situation, and he wanted them to know that genuine faith in Jesus is what makes us 
right with God. 
 
James was dealing with people whose faith wasn't making any difference in their lives. 
They weren't living it out. James tells them that even demons believe in God. Faith--
when we truly put our faith in Jesus--will result in doing works that show Jesus is at work 
in our lives.  
 
So, we deal with this tension by being active readers, trying hard to pay attention to 
what the author wrote and paying attention to the whole situation.  
 
 
TRANSITION: When we read letters, we need to be active readers so we can take steps 
toward understanding what the author means.  
 
 
 
 
PART 2: HOW TO READ THE LETTERS IN THE BIBLE 
 
ILLUSTRATION- Have you seen the Sherlock series from BBC? It's awesome. Or, maybe 
the one on CBS? (If you've seen the one on BBC, don't watch the one on CBS because 
it'll be such a letdown.) What makes Sherlock Holmes so amazing as a detective? He 
was crazy observant. He didn't miss anything. He was always pulling in information that 
others missed and putting the information together. 
 
EXPLAIN: When we read the Bible, we need to learn to be active and observant like 
Sherlock Holmes. How do we do that? I want to give you a few ways, and then we're 
going to practice them in our group time and hopefully practice them for the rest of 
your life. Ok, here we go: 
 
1. Pray for God’s guidance 
 
2. Try to read the whole letter first, or at least a big chunk, so you can get a sense for the 
big picture. 
 
3. Look for terms about people, places, major events, and culture.  
 
You're looking for proper nouns, discussions of key events, or things about the ancient 
culture that might be different from our world.  
 
4. Look for key transitional words and connecting words.  
 
Try to underline or circle any of the following words: "for", "so", "so that", "because", 
"therefore", "and", "but", etc. These words often help us understand the purpose of 
what the author writes.  
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5. Look for key words that you know show up at other points in the Bible.  
 
This will give you a chance to think about how the letter you are reading fits into the Big 
Picture Story of Scripture. Here are some examples: "faith", "grace", "Jesus Christ", 
"cross", "law", "holy", etc.  
 
6. Always look more than once.  
 
We never learn everything we need to about the Bible the first time we read it. Usually 
you have to put the material down and come back to it—you’ll notice different things. 
 
7. Always look with others.  
 
This is what should make leading a Bible study at church or school so exciting. You are 
getting with others to say, "What do you see here? How does what you see help us 
understand what God is communicating to us?" 
 
**When you lead a Bible study group, it's usually best not to ask- What does this mean 
to you? Instead, we ask- What did God mean in giving this message to His people 
through this Bible author? The meaning is God’s, not ours to make up. 
 
8. Ask how God’s message to the original audience impacts our lives today—what is 
God teaching us through the ancient author and audience? 
 
Our purpose in reading the Bible is to see and understand what God is saying to us 
through the letters in the Bible. God used the writers of the Bible to teach the first 
Christians how they were supposed to live and to teach them more about who Jesus is 
and why He matters. God wants to speak to us as well, but we need to pay attention to 
what He’s saying.  
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GO 
 
The hope for all of you--the hope is you will become excited about studying God's 
Word. Become an active reader. Don't just skim the words and go on; ready actively and 
passionately. Make notes, draw lines, circle things, and make observations. Do this by 
yourself; do it with friends. It will make all the difference in the world in how you 
approach the Bible. 
 
We're going to help you practice during your group time today.  
 
--------------- 
 
Group Time: Each student will have Colossians 1:3-14 printed without verse numbers 
(see back page of this session). Ask them to determine where they think the verse 
divisions should be marked. Help them circle key words--names, events, transitional 
words, purpose words. Have them write questions out to the side or make notes about 
what stands out. **Give particular attention to breaking down verses 13-14 according to 
key phrases. You could divide the students into groups of two or three, let them work 
alone, or work on the project as a full group (or a combination of the above). Whether 
they work alone or in groups, be sure to come back together at the end to compare 
notes and collaborate on key terms and related themes. 
 
Take Home: Encourage students to take notes, write in their Bible, highlight on their 
phone, etc. as they read the book of Colossians over the next few days/weeks. 
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Green School - TAM - Teaching Sheet - Bible Study 101 
 
READY 
OPENING QUESTION:  How do you know what something means? 
ILLUSTRATION: Rorschach ink blot game. 
EXPLAIN: Things for sale on the internet that are supposed to look like a person’s face 
ASK: Why could we not determine what those ink blots are supposed to stand for? 
 
EXPLAIN: Because they were randomly spilt on the paper. No one had the intention to 
make something specific. Meaning comes from the person communicating the 
message. 
ILLUSTRATION: Taking a selfie near the edge of the Grand Canyon and start backing 
up. Someone yells for you to stop. Your life depends on understanding their meaning. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here is a simple formula. Communication = Sender (Author) + Message + 
Receiver 
The Bible is unique though, because there are two senders: God through human 
authors  
 
READ 2 Peter 1:20-21 
Knowing this first of all that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
EXPLAIN: God worked through them to speak a message inspired by the Holy Spirit 
that continues to speak to us today. 
 
TRANSITION: As you prepare for your senior year, we want to teach you how to study 
your Bible by reading the letters that are in the Bible and learning to pursue the 
meaning of the Bible. 
 
SET 
PART 1: LETTERS IN THE BIBLE 
ASK: Why do people write letters or emails? 
EXPLAIN: Ancient Letters were written for multiple reasons as well. 
 
READ Galatians 1:1-5 
Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead— and all the brothers who are with me,  
To the churches of Galatia:  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our 
God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ASK: Do you know what it feels like to see or hear only one side of a conversation? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Read a series of pretend text messages and let the students fill in the 
gaps. 
“Oh my goodness, you won’t believe what happened today.” 



 

11 | P a g e  
 

“So true, I’ll never talk to him again.” 
“I don’t know, too soon.” 
“Maybe.” 
“IMO, but we’ll never know.” 
“K, thanks for listening.” 
 
EXPLAIN: Letters in the Bible were written to address a situation that was going on. 
When we read the letters in the Bible, we need to try hard to assess the situation and 
purpose of the letter. 
 
READ Galatians 2:16 
yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ 
 
READ James 2:24 
You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
 
ASK: So, which one is it? Faith or works? 
 
EXPLAIN: 

Galatians James 

Works of the Law Works 

Faith in Jesus Christ Faith alone 

Situation: Paul writing against those who 
wanted to add Jewish laws to the 
requirements for being right with God 

Situation: James writing against those who 
were claiming to believe but weren’t living 
out their faith 

 
 
EXPLAIN: Paul was writing in Galatians to deal with people who were saying that you 
had to follow certain works of the law to be made right with God. James was dealing 
with people whose faith wasn't making any difference in their lives. 
 
PART 2: HOW TO READ THE LETTERS IN THE BIBLE 
 
ILLUSTRATION- Sherlock Holmes always pulling in information that others missed 
 
EXPLAIN: When we read the Bible, we need to learn to be active and observant l 
1. Pray for God’s guidance 
2. Try to read the whole letter first, or at least a big chunk, so you can get a sense for the 
big picture. 
3. Look for terms about people, places, major events, and culture.  
4. Look for key transitional words and connecting words.  
5. Look for key words that you know show up at other points in the Bible.  
6. Always look more than once.  
7. Always look with others.  
8. Ask how God’s message to the original audience impacts our lives today—what is 
God teaching us through the ancient author and audience? 
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GO 
 
The hope for all of you--The hope is that you will become excited about studying God's 
Word. Become an active reader. Don't just skim the words and go on; ready actively and 
passionately. 
 
We're going to help you practice during your group time today. 
 
1) Mark where you think the verse breaks should be placed 
2) Circle and/or underline key terms (people, theological words, key transitional words 

and connecting words, words that show up more than once, etc) 
3) Draw arrows between related concepts; make notes or write questions about parts 

you don’t understand or parts you think are particularly important 
 

Colossians 1:3-14 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since 

we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 

because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the 

word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is 

bearing fruit and increasing — as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and 

understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved 

fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to 

us your love in the Spirit. And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for 

you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 

and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be 

strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 

patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in light? He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
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Tues MID 
Personal Holiness 
 
 
 
 

 Text Theme 

Red 1 Thessalonians 4; Colossians 
1 

Define Holiness= separated 
from sin; dedicated to God 

Blue Isaiah 6; Leviticus 19; 1 Peter 1 God’s holiness is the 
foundation for my holiness 

Orange 1 Peter 2 Corporate (Group) Holiness 
is related to my holiness 

Yellow Psalm 1; Psalm 119 The Holy Bible promotes my 
Holy Life 

Green Colossians 1; 1 Corinthians 1 Already/Not Yet- Personal 
Holiness is a Process 

Silver Isaiah 6; Philippians 2 Purpose of Holiness- To 
Bring God Glory and Shine 
Like a Star 

 
 
Overview of Personal Holiness 
I am trying to follow a "classical education" model throughout the schools for this 
session. We want students to learn the "grammar" of holiness in the early years--
definition, foundations, and key texts. Then, we'll expand out from there to include a 
broader picture of holiness and how it impacts those around us. In addition, I hope the 
personal holiness sessions will set the stage for more specific discussions in the moral 
boundaries sessions.  
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Tues MID - Personal Holiness 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help students grasp the on-going nature of holiness (sanctification). God has 
already made them holy through the Holy Spirit and the power of Jesus, but they have 
not yet experienced this holiness in its final form. 
 
Key Texts 
• Colossians 1:13-14 
• 1 Corinthians 1:2 
• Multiple others in the final section of the lesson 
 
Key Vocabulary 
• Sanctified- made holy 
• Already/Not Yet- something is true right now, but we haven’t seen the fullness of this 

truth 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Introduce the concept of living ‘between the times’  
• “Set (Part 1)”- Personal Holiness is about Already/Not  
• “Set (Part 2)”- The 3 Circles Process for Sanctification  
• “Go”- Prepare the students to reflect on God's work in their lives to make them 

holy 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Knowing what time it is 
 
(Teachers- tell a story about a time you completely messed up knowing what time it 
was. If you need a story, see mine just below and you can use it verbatim by saying, “Let 
me tell you what happened one time to my friend…”) 
 
When I was going into 7th grade, the high school coach allowed us to attend two-a-day 
football practice. Does anyone do two-a-days anymore? That was when we practiced 
early in the morning, took a break so that our muscles could get really sore and we 
could go to a summer job, then we came back in the evening to run some more. I had 
looked forward to being part of two-a-days for a long time. When you’re going into 7th 
grade, you look forward to strange things, that after you experience them, you realize 
weren't quite as cool as you expected. Anyway, I set my alarm for 6:30am for practice, 
but I was so excited that I woke up at 6 o’clock. It wouldn't hurt to get there 30 minutes 
early so I put on my pads and walked to the field since I lived pretty close to our field. 
One problem- when I got there, no one was at the field. I mean, no one. I sat there and 
sat there and no one showed up. So, I walked back to my house, only to realize that I 
hadn't woken up at 6am, but actually 12:30am—both hands on the clock pointing up and 
down can look deceptive in the middle of the night! (Moral of the story- use a digital 
clock when something is important, not one with hands.) So, I made a bad decision and 
a fool out of myself because I misread the time. 
 
TRANSITION: Did you know people often misread what time it is in history? Let me 
show you what I mean.  
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Here is a chart that shows how God's Kingdom works 
 
 
Explain the Chart for Students: 
• God created the world for His people to live in joy and for His glory 
• But, this world was broken by sin, and as a result, this present, evil age (the kingdom of 

darkness) characterized the world 
• But God had a perfect plan to send a rescuer to put the world back to together. 
• This was Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection defeated sin, death, and darkness. 
• Jesus gained victory over the evil one, over darkness. Jesus brought the reality of the 

age to come (the Kingdom of God) into the world 
• But, we still live in a world where evil things happen, where people--even Christians--

suffer and die. 
• This doesn't mean Jesus failed. His victory is already certain over sin and death. 
• We just have not yet seen the final reality of this victory until He comes again to 

establish the fullness of God’s Kingdom. 
• *In the meantime, we live in between the times—between Jesus’ first and second 

comings. 
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ASK: If someone asks you this summer if you are a junior or senior, what would you say? 
How many would say junior? How many senior?  
(Probably most, if not all, will pick senior, but point out that they've completed their 
junior year and haven't actually started their senior year. They're living in between the 
times.) 
 
 
TRANSITION: So, what does this chart about already/not yet have to do with personal 
holiness? 
 
 

SET 
 
PART 1: PERSONAL HOLINESS AS ALREADY/NOT YET  
 
EXPLAIN: Well, something very similar happens in our life when we are saved. When we 
repent of our sins and confess that Jesus is Savior and Lord, we experience His 
forgiveness and receive new life. But the challenges don't stop then.  
 
There is a really good example of this in the Bible. Paul wrote a few letters to the 
Christians who lived at a place called Corinth. Corinth was a place where a lot of sinful 
things happened and even in the church there they seemed to struggle a lot.  
 
READ 1 Corinthians 1:2 
"To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours:" 
 
ASK: Did you see that word sanctified? Does anyone know what sanctified means? 
(Answer- to be made holy; to be set apart from sin and dedicated to God) 
 
ASK: Okay, all you English grammar experts, here's your time to shine. What tense is the 
verb sanctified? What type of verb is it?  
(Answer- past tense- it’s been completed; passive verb- the person doesn't do the 
action on their own, the action is done to them) 
 
EXPLAIN: So, watch how this works, how awesome this is! You have already been 
sanctified/made holy by God when you called upon Jesus for salvation. This doesn’t 
mean, though, that you will all of a sudden become a perfect person. You are called to 
be a saint, to live out the holiness.  
 
Jesus will radically set you free from some sinful behaviors in your life. But, you will still 
struggle with a lot of temptations to sin, and you will likely experience difficulty and 
struggles in your life. (Teacher- This could be a good opportunity to share what this has 
looked like in your own life.) 
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ASK: Think about someone who isn't a Christian. What are some things they probably 
think Christians don't struggle with or have problems with? 
(Teacher- you might have to throw out some things at this point, such as people 
thinking Christians don't struggle with lying, or self-image, or sexual temptation, or 
sickness, etc,) 
 
 
TRANSITION: Here's the awesome reality, though. God wants to work in your life every 
day so that more of His holiness will emerge and others will see His greatness and 
power. It’s not us trying harder; it’s us experiencing the power of God at work in our 
lives.  
 
 
PART 2: 3 CIRCLES PROCESS FOR SANCTIFICATION 
 
EXPLAIN: I want to show you the process God uses to grow us in holiness so we can live 
as saints. It’s also a great process for sharing with others about how God works in our 
lives for salvation. (This model isn't original with me. You can find out more at 
http://www.bpnews.net/43229/3-circles-on-a-napkin-or-with-an-app-conveys-the-
gospel.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Teacher- Walk students through the 3 Circles diagram. In addition to explaining a 
process of sanctification, you can accomplish two "side" goals in this section. First, if any 
of the students aren't Christians, this is a great way to present the Gospel. Second, you 
will be able to expose them to a lot of Scripture in this section. You might even consider 
getting some readers ahead of time to involve more students in the process.) 
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Circle #1. God's Design - God designed each of us in His image, to live for His glory. 
This means we should live holy lives- separated from sin, and dedicated to Him. 
 
READ Genesis 1:27 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.  
 
READ Colossians 1:16 
All things were created through him and for him. 
 

 
 
Arrow #1 leading toward Circle #2. Sin - When we distort God's way of living and go 
against His holy design for our lives, we sin. Sin brings death.  
 
READ Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
  
READ Romans 6:23a (mention there’s a second part to this verse that we’ll look at in a 
moment) 
For the wages of sin is death, 
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Circle #2. Brokenness - Sin leads to brokenness. Broken lives, broken world, broken 
relationships. And we all try to deal with this brokenness and escape this brokenness in 
numerous ways. But every human path out of brokenness will fail because we got into 
this mess by going against God's design for our lives and for the world. 
 
READ John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 
 
READ Proverbs 14:12 
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

 
 
Arrow #2 leading toward Circle #3. Repent and Believe - We don't work our way out 
of this brokenness. Instead we must repent of our sin and put our trust in God--the One 
who designed us in the first place. 
 
READ Mark 1:15 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel. 
  
READ Romans 10:9 
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
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Circle #3. Gospel - We need some good news. The good news--the Gospel--is Jesus. 
Jesus lived the perfectly holy life, died on the cross to take the penalty of our sin and 
deal with the brokenness in our world, then he rose from the dead to defeat sin, death, 
and darkness.  
 
 
READ John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
READ Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
Arrow #3 leading toward Circle #1. Recover and Pursue - When we experience the 
Good News of who Jesus is and why He matters, we have new life, and we begin to 
pursue the way God designed us to live. 
 
READ Philippians 2:13 
It is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
READ Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
EXPLAIN: This process is what brings us to salvation--the already. It is also the process 
God uses to do His continual work in us--the not yet. Holiness isn't always a steady 
improvement. In fact, there are usually valleys and hills. It's an on-going process.  
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GO 
 
As you prepare for your senior year and think about how God wants to work in your life, 
you have two powerful images to help you move forward.  
• Already/Not Yet= God's victory through Jesus is perfect and will change your life 

forever, but it's not complete. We haven't experienced everything God wants to do in 
and through us.  

• 3 Circles= God's Design, Brokenness, Gospel 
 
So, what can you do now? 
1. Learn how He has created you to live. We find this in the Bible and we experience it as 
we live each day as part of the Body of Christ. 
2. See the sin that stands in the way of God's design and causes so much brokenness in 
your life and in the world. 
3. Ask God to empower you by His Spirit and Word to live according to His design. This 
isn't about "trying harder" to be a better person but experiencing the power of the 
Gospel in your life each day. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Project:  Encourage students to work through the 3 circles to reinforce the power 
of the Gospel in their lives. Try to get specific with areas of sin that they are struggling 
with and how God wants to make them holy. If they need an example or two to get 
them started, I've provided a couple below. 
 
Struggle in Personal Holiness = Lying  
• God’s Design- Telling the truth. God is Truth. He has created us to share truth with 

others. We don’t fake our lives, and we don’t deceive others. Satan is the ultimate 
deceiver. 

• Brokenness- When we lie, we depart from God’s design for truth. Instead, we are more in line 
with the enemy’s behavior. Lying breaks our relationships with others and even causes us to 
doubt ourselves. 

• Gospel Transformation- As we repent of our lying, we experience the power of the Gospel. By 
the power of God’s Spirit, we want to pursue a life of truth. We want to say true words and live 
lives of integrity (truth in action). 

 
Struggle in Personal Holiness = Anxiety 
• God’s Design- Peace and Trust in Him. God is all good and all powerful. Jesus tells us that 

worrying won’t add a single day to our lives. Instead, we can have peace and hope through 
Him. 

• Brokenness- When our lives are dominated by worry, we depart from God’s design. 
Sometimes this brokenness shows up as excessive worrying that impacts our minds, bodies, 
and relationships with others. Also, the whole creation is broken by the effects of sin, including 
our bodies. This means that some people experience chemical imbalances in the brain that 
make them worry even more. The chemical imbalance isn’t a sin, but is an effect of living in a 
fallen world and often leads to even more worrying that does become sinful. 

• Gospel Transformation- This is what we find in 1 Peter 5:7- We cast our cares on God because 
He cares for us. As we repent of worrying, we experience the power of the Gospel. Our lives 
have peace and hope in Christ.   



 

23 | P a g e  
 

Green School - TMID - Teaching Sheet 
Personal Holiness 

 

READY 
ILLUSTRATION: Story about getting the time wrong 
TRANSITION: Did you know people often mis-read what time it is in history? 
EXPLAIN: Show and Explain the Already/Not Yet Chart about the Kingdom of God 
ASK: If someone asks you this summer if you are a junior or senior, what would you 
say?(Probably most, if not all, will pick senior, but point out that they've completed their junior 
year and haven't actually started their senior year. They're living in between the times.) 
 
TRANSITION: So, what does this chart about already/not yet have to do with personal holiness?  
 
 

SET 
PART 1: PERSONAL HOLINESS AS ALREADY/NOT YET 
 
EXPLAIN: Something very similar happens in our life when we are saved. 
 
READ 1 Corinthians 1:2 
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 
 
ASK: Did you see that word sanctified? Does anyone know what sanctified means? 
(Answer- to be made holy; to be set apart from sin and dedicated to God) 
 
ASK: English Grammar studs- What tense is the verb sanctified? What type of verb is it?  
(Answer- past tense- it’s been completed; passive verb- the action is done to the subject) 
 
EXPLAIN: You have already been sanctified/made holy by God when you called upon Jesus for 
salvation. This doesn’t mean, though, that you will all of a sudden become a perfect person. 
 
ASK: Think about someone who isn't a Christian. What are some things they probably think 
Christians don't struggle with or have problems with? 
 
TRANSITION: God wants to work in your life every day so that more of His holiness will emerge 
and others will see His greatness and power. 
 
 
PART 2: 3 CIRCLES PROCESS FOR SANCTIFICATION 
EXPLAIN: I want to show you the process God uses to grow us in holiness so we can live as 
saints. It’s also a great process for sharing with others about how God saves us. 
 
Circle #1. God's Design 

READ Genesis 1:27 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.  
READ Colossians 1:16 
All things were created through him and for him. 
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Arrow #1 leading toward Circle #2. Sin 
READ Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
READ Romans 6:23a (mention that there’s a second part to the this verse that we’ll look 
at in a moment) 
For the wages of sin is death, 

 
Circle #2. Brokenness 

READ John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 
READ Proverbs 14:12 
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

 
Arrow #2 leading toward Circle #3. Repent and Believe 

READ Mark 1:15 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel. 
READ Romans 10:9 
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 
Circle #3. Gospel  

READ John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
READ Romans 6:23 
The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Arrow #3 leading toward Circle #1. Recover and Pursue 

READ Philippians 2:13 
It is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
READ Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 
 

GO 
 
You now have two tools to help you prepare for your senior year. 
• Already/Not Yet= God's victory through Jesus is perfect and will change your life forever, but 

it's not complete. We haven't experienced everything God wants to do in and through us.  
• 3 Circles= God's Design, Brokenness, Gospel 
 
So, what can you do now? 
1. Learn how He has created you to live. 
2. See the sin that stands in the way of God's design and causes so much brokenness. 
3. Ask God to empower you by His Spirit and Word to live according to His design. 
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Tues PM 
Legacy 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Tues PM - Legacy 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help students recognize that investing in other people can be their greatest 
legacy. 
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 6:19-21; 28:18-20 
• John 3:30 
• Acts 20:24 
• 2 Corinthians 5:15  
• Galatians 2:20 
• Philippians 4:1 
• 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
• 2 Timothy 2:2 
• James 4:14 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Introduce and Define Legacy: What is it; Why does it matter 
• “Set (Part 1)”- The Kingdom and Mission of God 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Investing in Others 
• “Go”- Share about someone who has invested in your life so students will think about 

those who have invested in them 
 
 

READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION:  My first computer was (Teacher-fill in the blank with your 
own story about a first computer). I remember using (pick an antiquated program, 
system, game, etc; examples: the 5x7 floppies, DOS, Oregon Trail game). I know 
everything old is cool again; vintage is in. But you all can't imagine how much better the 
technology is today.  
 
In computing, there is a common term for technology, systems, or programs that are 
outdated. Does anyone know the term? (Legacy.) Often, if a system needs to be 
replaced because it's old and the code or software has changed, the system is called a 
legacy system. The legacy systems are usually considered too far behind or too 
expensive to be updated adequately.  
 
During our night sessions this week, each Super Summer school will focus on a different 
theme. Guess what the theme is for Green School? Yeah, it's Legacy. Which means you 
all are too old and too expensive to be helped. Just kidding.  
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Let me tell you another story about the computers and legacy. In 1993 Apple released a 
product called the Apple Newton MessagePad. The MessagePad was essentially the first 
ever tablet. It had a stylus, some built in programs, and was Apple's attempt to take the 
computer off a desk and put it in your hands. But you know what? The MessagePad 
sunk. It didn't make it. It had a couple of bad features, especially the handwriting 
feature. Steve Jobs, when he took over again at Apple, completely pushed it aside.  
 
But we know how the story ends, don't we? The concept of the MessagePad never died, 
and now we live in a world where most of us use computer technology in our hands 
more than we do on a desktop. The legacy of the Newton MessagePad lives on, even 
though virtually no one remembers it.  
 
EXPLAIN: We never know what kind of impact a product will make on the world, even 
when it seemingly fails. *We also never know the full impact a person will make on the 
world around them, even when they don't seem like a success according to worldly 
standards. 
 
 
TRANSITION: This week, at night, we're going to talk about our legacy. What kind of 
impact will you make on your high school? On your youth group? On your friends and 
family? You're going back to school as seniors. What will be your legacy? 
 
 

 
SET 
 
PART 1: THE KINGDOM AND MISSION OF GOD 
 
EXPLAIN: Everyone leaves a legacy; we have no choice about that. The question is 
whether the legacy will be good or bad, positive or negative. Your legacy is about how 
you will be remembered. What will you do with the time and resources you've been 
given?  
 
READ James 4:14 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
 
EXPLAIN: This verse teaches us that this life, on this earth, isn't forever. As Christians we 
have the hope of resurrection and eternal life; but the time during which we live on this 
earth is limited. One result of our life being a mist is the time will come when we are 
“forgotten”.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- tell about a time you realized you had been "forgotten" by 
your high school, or college, or another season in life. Here's an example you could use 
if needed: I won an award in high school that included a flag that could be flown on the 
pole outside our school. They flew it when I was a senior and the year after. I went back a 
couple of years later and the flag wasn't up anymore. Turns out they had buried it in a 
closet under some old things they were trying to figure out what to do with. My time 
had passed like a mist.) 
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EXPLAIN: A verse like this from James should not cause us to be depressed. Instead, it 
should make us think carefully about how we live our lives. If life is a gift from God, we 
should use every day to live for Him. This means, our legacy should match how God 
wants us to live. Our legacy is not about our fame or agenda; our legacy must be about 
God’s Kingdom and His fame. We don't want people to remember how great we are; we 
want them to remember how great God is long after we're gone. Here are some good 
reminders of this from Scripture. 
 
READ John 3:30 
He (Jesus) must increase; I (John the Baptist) must decrease. 
 
READ Galatians 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. 
 
READ Acts 20:24 
I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: William Carey was one of the most famous missionaries in history. 
During a time when few people were going to other countries to spread the Good News 
of Jesus, Carey set out for India and inspired generations of young people to give 
themselves to missions. One time, as people were discussing his work, he is reported to 
have said, “You have been speaking about William Carey. When I am gone, say nothing 
about William Carey-speak only about William Carey's Savior.”  
 
 
TRANSITION: Is that your hope for life? That people would not talk about you, but about 
your Savior? I hope it is. The question, though, is how do we get to that point? What 
does it mean to give our lives so that others remember God's greatness and don't focus 
on us?  
 
 
PART 2: INVESTING IN OTHERS 
 
READ Philippians 4:1 
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in 
the Lord, my beloved. 
 
READ 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is 
it not you? For you are our glory and joy. 
 
ASK: According to these verses, what is the focus of Paul's life? 
 
EXPLAIN: Our lasting influence will be the people whom we have a chance to impact. 
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ASK: Why should we focus on investing in other people as the main way to establish a 
legacy? 
(Teachers- Don't let this be a rhetorical question. Try to help the students think through 
possible answers.) 
 
EXPLAIN: Those are great answers. Let's flesh those out and think about a couple more.  
 
(Teachers- for Reasons 1 and 2, the verses are common enough that I will leave the 
explanation  up to you. These are fun verses to teach; spend as much or little time on 
them as you feel led by God's Spirit.)  
 
Reason #1: This is what Jesus had told His people to do. 
  
READ Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
Reason #2: Jesus died for people, not things. Things rust; people are resurrected. 
 
READ 2 Corinthians 5:15 
He (Jesus) died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for 
him who for their sake died and was raised. 
 
READ Matthew 6:19-21 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
Reason #3: We are finite; generations will go on.  
 
READ 2 Timothy 2:2 
What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. 
 
ASK: How many generations do you see in this verse? (Answer is 4) 
 
EXPLAIN: One day we will be gone, but the work will go on if we have invested in other 
people who then invest in others. 
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ILLUSTRATION: The band Unspoken has a folksy song called “Bury the Workman.” I 
really like how these lyrics picture a legacy that will continue long after we’re gone, as 
long as that legacy is built on the Kingdom of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
(Teachers, a few lines of this song as below. If you have access to the audio for the song 
or even a video of Unspoken performing the song, you could use that here.) 
 
—Lyrics for verse 2 and chorus of “Bury the Workman”— 
James was sent to Heaven at the edge of Herod's sword 
And Peter he was crucified like his beloved Lord 
The Roman Coliseum, the lions and the fires 
The gates of hell did not prevail, they fanned those flames higher 
 
Cause you can bury the workmen but the work will go on 
And you can silence the voices but you can't stop the song 
When the Spirit's moving, His will will be done 
And you can bury the workmen but the work will go on 
 
 
TRANSITION: God has purposefully gifted you with certain talents and spiritual gifts 
and He has placed you in a particular location for the purpose of impacting other 
people who will then impact others. The most important legacy you will establish for 
God's glory will be the people He allows you to disciple. 
 
 

GO 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- I would encourage you to use this section to share about 
someone who left a powerful legacy by investing in you.) 
 
------ 
 
Group Time:  
-Who made it possible for you to be here today?  
-Who is here because of you?  
-Who else has God placed in your life who you can impact? 
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Green School - TPM - Teaching Sheet - Legacy 
 

 

READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : 1) Legacy computing systems. 2) Apple Newton MessagePad 
EXPLAIN: We never know what kind of impact a product (or person) will make on the 
world. 
TRANSITION: This week, at night, we're going to talk about legacy. What will be your 
legacy? 
 

 
SET 
PART 1: THE KINGDOM AND MISSION OF GOD 
EXPLAIN: Everyone leaves a legacy; we have no choice about that. The question is 
whether the legacy will be good or bad, positive or negative. Your legacy is about how 
you will be remembered. What will you do with the time and resources you've been 
given?  
 
READ James 4:14 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
 
EXPLAIN: One result of our life being a mist is the time will come when we are 
“forgotten”.  
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- tell about a time you realized you had been "forgotten.") 
 
EXPLAIN: Our legacy is not about our fame or agenda; our legacy must be about God’s 
Kingdom and His fame.  
 
READ John 3:30 
He (Jesus) must increase; I (John the Baptist) must decrease. 
 
READ Galatians 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. 
 
READ Acts 20:24 
I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 
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ILLUSTRATION: William Carey- “You have been speaking about William Carey. When I 
am gone, say nothing about William Carey-speak only about William Carey's Savior.”  
 
TRANSITION: What does it mean to give our lives so that others remember God's 
greatness and don't focus on us?  
 
PART 2: INVESTING IN OTHERS 
READ Philippians 4:1 
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in 
the Lord, my beloved. 
 
READ 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is 
it not you? For you are our glory and joy. 
 
ASK: According to these verses, what is the focus of Paul's life? 
EXPLAIN: Our lasting influence will be the people whom we have a chance to impact. 
ASK: Why should we focus on investing in other people as the main way to establish a 
legacy? 
 
EXPLAIN: Those are great answers. Let's flesh those out and think about a couple more.  
Reason #1: This is what Jesus had told His people to do. 
READ Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
Reason #2: Jesus died for people, not things. Things rust; people are resurrected. 
READ 2 Corinthians 5:15 
He (Jesus) died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for 
him who for their sake died and was raised. 
READ Matthew 6:19-21 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
Reason #3: We are finite; generations will go on.  
READ 2 Timothy 2:2 
What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. 
ASK: How many generations do you see in this verse?  
EXPLAIN: One day we will be gone, but the work will go on if we have invested in other 
people who then invest in others. 
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ILLUSTRATION: Unspoken's “Bury the Workman.”   
—Lyrics for verse 2 and chorus of “Bury the Workman”— 
James was sent to Heaven at the edge of Herod's sword 
And Peter he was crucified like his beloved Lord 
The Roman Colosseum, the lions and the fires 
The gates of hell did not prevail, they fanned those flames higher 
 
Cause you can bury the workmen but the work will go on 
And you can silence the voices but you can't stop the song 
When the Spirit's moving, His will will be done 
And you can bury the workmen but the work will go on 
 
 
TRANSITION: God has purposefully gifted you with certain talents and spiritual gifts 
and He has placed you in a particular location for the purpose of impacting other 
people who will then impact others. The most important legacy you will establish for 
God's glory will be the people He allows you to disciple. 
 
 

GO 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- I would encourage you to use this section to share about 
someone who left a powerful legacy by investing in you.)  
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Wed AM 
Moral Boundaries 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Friendships 

Blue Media 

Orange Body- perspective on one's body; treatment 
of the body 

Yellow Dating/Sexuality 

Green Speech/Words 

Silver Money/Work/Material Resources 

 
 
Overview of Moral Boundaries 
Each school will focus on an area of life that requires moral boundaries. For each school, 
John 10:10 and Romans 12:1-2 will be the base texts. The teaching will help students 
understand why moral boundaries matter and how to establish moral boundaries in 
their lives.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed AM - Moral Boundaries 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help students recognize their words as a key aspect of morality. We often think 
of morality in terms of actions, but understanding the biblical design and boundaries 
for words is integral to spiritual health. 
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 12:34-37 
• James 1:26; 3:4-10 
• Ephesians 4:15, 29-32 
• John 10:10; Romans 12:1-2 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Introduce Moral Boundaries in the context of a Transformed Life  
• “Set (Part 1)”- The Power of Words  
• “Set (Part 2)”- The Purpose of Words  
• “Go”- Encourage students to use their words according to God's design and for 

His glory 
 
 

 
READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : (Teachers- use your best 'boundaries' story; e.g. running out 
of bounds in sports; driving out of bounds; going outside the bounds of parental 
authority.) Here's an example: My family loved to snow ski. We tried to go once per year. 
I had two younger brothers who were good athletes, so we were fair at skiing. But, the 
bad part is that we thought we were better than we really were. This meant we tried to 
ski out of bounds at times. Ski resorts have trails and usually have ropes where you 
aren't supposed to go. Going out of bounds is dangerous. But this never stopped us. 
Until the day we saw a sign that said, 'Danger, cliff ahead'. What happened next is a 
long story, but needless to say it involved blood, the ski patrol, and serious yelling from 
our dad.  
 
EXPLAIN: Boundaries exist for a reason. Some people are okay with boundaries. Other 
people, though, see boundaries as a challenge. "You say I can't go there? Watch me."  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Usually our view of boundaries depends on what the boundary is made 
of. A rope, well that won't stop much of anyone. A guard with a gun; most people won't 
test that boundary.  
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EXPLAIN: Here's the reality. When we look at the Bible, we see boundaries. And, deep 
inside, we don't like it. We rebel against the boundaries God has established. The fancy 
word for this is sin; the really fancy word is transgression. But, even though we don’t like 
it, the boundaries are there for our own good..  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Now, we all hear our parents or guardians at this point. "I'm setting this 
curfew because I care for you." And it can sound like fingers on a chalkboard, because 
we all think we know what is best for us.  
 
EXPLAIN: I want us to practice a word exchange strategy. Today, when you hear the 
term boundary, I want you to think design. God gave us life, and He designed life to 
work in a particular way. Within that design is full and perfect life. Outside that design 
we find brokenness. Here are two of the main Scriptures that explain the difference 
between living within God’s design/boundaries and living outside His 
design/boundaries. 
 
READ John 10:10 
The thief comes to kill, steal, and destroy, but I have come that you might have life and 
have it to the fullest.  
 
READ Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
 
EXPLAIN: So, words outside God’s boundaries will kill, steal, and destroy. But, we must 
be transformed so our words will match the will of God and show that we are living life 
to its fullest.  
 
 
TRANSITION: During this session, we're going to talk about boundaries for our words. 
This means, we're going to talk about how God has designed words to work and what it 
looks like for Him to transform our words to match His design.  
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SET 
 
PART 1: THE POWER OF WORDS 
 
ASK: Why are words such a big deal? (This question can be rhetorical, or not; mainly, you 
want to prepare students for the incredible force of Matthew 12.)  
 
READ Matthew 12:34-37 
Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good 
treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. I 
tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they 
speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned. 
 
EXPLAIN: Wow, that's a pretty scary thought. Words reveal what is happening in our 
hearts. And sometimes we're embarrassed or downright terrified by what comes out of 
our mouths. 
 
READ James 1:26 
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 
this person's religion is worthless. 
 
EXPLAIN: Wow, another amazing verse about our words. We can go to church, say we're 
committed to God, but our words might say something different about us.  
 
ASK: Think back to the very beginning of the Bible--the Creation Story. How did God 
create things in Genesis 1? (Try to encourage an actual answer from students. You want 
them to recognize that God used words/speaking to form His creation.) 
 
EXPLAIN: We learn from God that words have power. Now, we can't create matter with 
our words, but we can certainly make things happen with our words.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: A couple of years ago there was a Super Bowl commercial where a kid 
dressed up like Darth Vader. He was trying to use his power to do things. And finally he 
points his hands at a car and then car turns on because of a remote starter. But, the kid 
thinks he did it. He can't believe he has this power. 
 
READ James 3:4-10 
Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are 
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is 
a small member, yet it boasts of great things.  
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, 
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no 
human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we 
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of 
God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought 
not to be so.  
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EXPLAIN: (*Teachers, if you feel good about your timing at this point, pick a few 
sections from the previous passage and do some free lance teaching and discussion. 
Those verses are full of paths to pursue. A good option is the fire illustration = power 
under control versus out of control chaos. Ultimately, follow God's Spirit in your 
preparation and in the flow of teaching.)  
 
 
TRANSITION: We recognize words are powerful, but we also want to think specifically 
about God's design for our words.  
 
 
 
PART 2: THE PURPOSE OF WORDS 
 
ASK: What are boundaries God has established for our words? In other words, tell me 
some of the wrong ways we use words. (Teacher- feel free to flesh out the answers as 
they come; also, it might be good to have a volunteer write the answers on a whiteboard 
for a visual effect.) 
 
(Likely answers to the previous question = lying, gossiping, angry words, swearing, 
posing/faking/brown-nosing, sarcasm, lewd jokes) 
 
EXPLAIN: Those are good answers. We recognize the effect those words can have. They 
tear down. They take away life. They kill relationships.  
 
Here's another one to consider--the tone of our words. Not only what we say, but how 
we say it.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: CS Lewis, who is a famous Christian author from the last century, wrote 
a book called Screwtape Letters that explains how demons might strategize when they 
tempt Christians. In a section on words, he wrote, "Hatred usually expresses itself by 
saying things which would appear quite harmless on paper (the words are not offensive) 
but in such a voice, or at such a moment, that they are not far short of a blow in the 
face." 
 
When we use words in a harsh way or with a harsh tone, it's like we punch the person in 
the face. Sometimes it would hurt less to be hit, because at least that type of pain goes 
away. Harsh words are hard to forget. 
 
EXPLAIN: Okay, those are some of the negative aspects, some of the boundaries. Now 
let's look at God's Word to see His purpose for our words.  
 
(Teacher- on the whiteboard, make another list/column of the positive uses of words; 
hopefully this list will be a good visual contrast to the list mentioned above.) 
 
READ Proverbs 15:1-4 
A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise 
commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools pour out folly. The eyes of the Lord are 
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in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. A gentle tongue is a tree of life, 
but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 
 
READ Ephesians 4:15 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, 
 
READ Ephesians 4:29-32 
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building 
up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 
 
 
TRANSITION: Okay, we've seen the negative impact of words and the positive impact of 
words. The question, though, is how do we move from using our words to hurt people to 
using our words to do positive things. We'll talk about this  in our group time, but I want 
to give you one simple step for changing the way we use our words. 
 
 

GO 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever had the experience of hanging around someone and 
starting to use some of their phrases? This is even worse when the person is way 
younger or older than you. You don't want accidentally to pick up on your 7th grade 
sister's phrases; and it's extremely embarrassing when your parents start to pick up on 
your phrases. (Teacher- share some phrases you've unconsciously picked up from 
people around you.) 
 
EXPLAIN: The words we use are influenced by who we listen to. We say the words we 
hear, and the more we say these words, the more they become ingrained in our brains.  
 
Very simply, if you want to set up good boundaries for the words you speak, you have to 
set up good boundaries for the words coming into your mind. If you're around negative 
people, you'll speak negatively. If you're around people who cut down others, you'll 
probably do the same. If you're around people who gossip, you'll be tempted to gossip.  
 
Words are powerful and they were created by God on purpose for us to use in praising 
Him and loving others. Our words can kill, or they can give life.  
 
Let's praise the One who Gives Life by taking in His Word; let's spend time around 
people who use words that build up our lives; and let's use our words to lead others to 
experience true life.  
 
 
--------- 
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GROUP TIME: 
1) Remembered Words 
-Think back on your life. Are there any words that have been spoken to you that still ring 
in your ears? Things that someone said to you, that you still remember--either good or 
bad. (Teachers, this could be a sensitive question for students to dwell on. Maybe give 
them a chance to journal their thoughts, but it would also be great if a few would share. 
Be prepared to walk them through hard memories.) 
-Why did these words stick? Why do you think we remember certain words but not 
others? 
 
2) Powerful Words 
-If you had to pick the most powerful words/phrases in our English word, which words 
come to mind? Which words seem to pack a particularly strong punch? Why? 
(Teacher- if most of the answers are negative words at this point, help students think of 
words that are powerfully positive, such as "I love you", "I trust you", "I am with you".) 
 
 
3) Changing Our Words 
-What changes do you need to make with your words? (Challenge the students to share 
here and be specific as possible. Help them pursue repentance and God's design.)  
 
4) Digital Words 
-Let's talk for a minute about digital words. Texts, social media, things like that.  
 (Teachers, feel free to use the questions below to get things started, or you may 
want to guide an open-ended discussion about boundaries in social media) 
 =How are social media words different than spoken words? 
 =Do you think it's easier or harder to set up moral boundaries on texts and social 
media?  =Why?  
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Green School - WAM - Teaching Sheet 
Moral Boundaries 

 

READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : A story about going outside the boundaries  
EXPLAIN: Boundaries exist for a reason.  
ILLUSTRATION: A boundary with a rope versus a boundary with an armed security guard.  
 
EXPLAIN: We rebel against the boundaries God has established. The fancy word for this is sin. 
But, even though we don’t like it, the boundaries are there for our own good.  
ILLUSTRATION:  Now, we all hear our parents or guardians at this point.  
EXPLAIN: Today, when you hear the term boundary, I want you to think design.  
 
READ John 10:10 
The thief comes to kill, steal, and destroy, but I have come that you might have life and have it to 
the fullest.  
 
READ Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
EXPLAIN: Words outside God’s boundaries will kill, steal, destroy. But, we can be transformed. 
TRANSITION: We're going to talk about how God has designed words to work.  
 

SET 
PART 1: THE POWER OF WORDS 
 
ASK: Why are words such a big deal?  
 
READ Matthew 12:34-37 
Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure 
brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. I tell you, on the 
day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 
EXPLAIN: Wow, that's a pretty scary thought. Words reveal what is happening in our hearts. 
 
READ James 1:26 
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person's religion is worthless. 
EXPLAIN: Wow, another amazing verse about our words. We can go to church, say we're 
committed to God, but our words might say something different about us.  
 
ASK: How did God create things in Genesis 1? (try to avoid making this a rhetorical question) 
EXPLAIN: We learn from God that words have power.  
ILLUSTRATION: Super Bowl commercial where a kid dressed up like Darth Vader. 
 
  



 

42 | P a g e  
 

READ James 3:4-10 
Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided 
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And 
the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining 
the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of 
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but 
no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless 
our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. From the 
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.  
 
EXPLAIN: (*Teachers, if you feel good about your timing, pick a few verses to explain.)  
 
TRANSITION: We also want to think specifically about God's design for our words.  
 
PART 2: THE PURPOSE OF WORDS 
 
ASK: What are boundaries God has established for our words? What should our words not do? 
(Teacher- try to make a list on a whiteboard or large sheet of paper) 
 
EXPLAIN: Here's another--the tone of our words. Not only what we say, but how we say it.  
ILLUSTRATION: CS Lewis- "Hatred usually expresses itself by saying things which would appear 
quite harmless on paper (the words are not offensive) but in such a voice, or at such a moment, 
that they are not far short of a blow in the face." 
 
EXPLAIN: Now let's look at God's Word to see His purpose for our words. (make another list) 
 
READ Proverbs 15:1-4 
A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise 
commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools pour out folly. The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness 
in it breaks the spirit. 
 
READ Ephesians 4:15 
Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
 
READ Ephesians 4:29-32 
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits 
the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 
TRANSITION: The question is how do we move to using our words to do positive things. 
 

GO 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  Have you ever had the experience of hanging around someone and starting to 
use some of their phrases? 
 
EXPLAIN: The words we use are influenced by who we listen to. Let's praise the One who gives 
life by taking in His Word; let's spend time around people who use words that build up our lives; 
and let's use our words to lead others to experience true life. 
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Wed MID 
Prayer 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Worship 

Blue Kingdom 

Orange Submission 

Yellow Petition/Provision 

Green Confession/Forgiveness 

Silver Watchfulness/Deliverance 

 
 
Overview of Prayer 
Each school will focus on a facet of prayer from the Lord's Prayer (a.k.a the Model 
Prayer) in Matthew and Luke. Many acronyms and models exist for teaching prayer, but 
this approach will help students anchor their prayer life in Jesus' model prayer. We will 
give particular attention to praying Scripture and praying with others/in groups.    
 
 
 

 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed MID - Prayer 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Practice confession as part of our regular prayer life, while trusting in the 
forgiveness, healing, and freedom available through the Gospel.  
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 6:12, 14-15 
• Matthew 18:21-35 
• Psalm 51 
• 1 John 1:9 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Review the Lord's Prayer and Introduce the Concept of Confession  
• “Set (Part 1)”- Confession and Forgiveness from God  
• “Set (Part 2)”- Confession and Forgiveness with Others  
• “Go”- Give students an opportunity to confess their sins and trust God's 

forgiveness 
 
 
 

READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: How many of you have been asked to pray out loud- maybe 
for your youth group, in 'big church', or at your school? (Teacher- tell about one of the 
first times you remember praying in public or maybe about a time you prayed in public 
and felt embarrassed or the situation didn't go well.) 
 
EXPLAIN: We're going to look today at some verses that are often called the Lord's 
Prayer. These verses show up in Matthew and Luke, two of the four Gospels. (Teacher- it 
wouldn't hurt to review the four Gospels and remind students that not every story about 
Jesus is repeated in each of the Gospels. This might seem simplistic, but I don't want to 
over-estimate biblical literacy at this point.) 
 
ASK: Does anyone attend a church where you repeat the Lord's Prayer every week? Let's 
say it aloud together (or, you could let one of the students say the prayer from memory). 
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TRANSITION: This prayer is a great pattern for how we can approach God in prayer. 
Prayer is incredible! We are able to communicate with God, who is our Father and King! 
Sometimes we don't know what to say, but the Lord's Prayer gives us a model of 
different types of prayer. We want different schools in Super Summer to learn different 
types of prayer, so this year in Green School we're going to focus on the part of the 
prayer about confession and forgiveness. 
 
 

 
 
SET 
 
PART 1: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS FROM GOD 
 
READ Matthew 6:9-13 
Pray then like this: 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil." 
 
EXPLAIN: Let's look at v. 12 from this prayer (often called the Lord's Prayer or Model 
Prayer).  
 
Forgive is a word that means set aside, or put away.  
 
Debt is something we owe because we have either done something wrong and must 
pay or have borrowed more than we can pay. In Luke's version of the Lord's Prayer, Luke 
used the word transgression. Transgression means a sin, breaking God's law and 
offending Him. So, we have a debt that we really can't pay on our own. 
 
ASK: What do you do when you have a huge debt and can’t pay it? (Press for some 
actual answers, instead of it being just a rhetorical question) 
 
EXPLAIN: This is what makes the Good News of Jesus so amazing. He has paid our debt. 
We worship an incredibly merciful and forgiving God.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: I want you to see a picture of God's forgiveness from the Old 
Testament. In the Old Testament, one of the main kings was a man named David. David 
was a man after God's heart; he was incredibly good and powerful king. But one day, 
David was at home when he should have been at a battle. He saw a beautiful woman 
bathing and began to lust after her. Ultimately, he committed adultery with this woman, 
whose name was Bathsheeba. The situation got worse when David had Bathsheeba's 
husband Uriah killed to try to cover up the situation.  
 
EXPLAIN: David was broken over his sin when a prophet named Nathan came to David 
and confronted him. David realized he had sinned. Here is what he said. 
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READ 2 Samuel 12:13-14 
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The 
Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed 
you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” 
 
EXPLAIN: David later wrote a song about this experience. It's found in Psalm 51. This 
whole song is incredible, but we're just going to look at a couple of verses today. 
 
READ Psalms 51:1-2, 9-13 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
 
ASK: What results of forgiveness do you see in this passage? What happens as a result 
of knowing we are free from the penalty of sin?  
 
EXPLAIN: (Teacher- feel free to emphasize any of the concepts in these verses. You 
could teach a full lesson from any of these verses, and I simply ask that you follow the 
Spirit's leadership in fleshing out part of the passage. You might want to share off-the-
cuff about God's work in your own life through forgiveness. Students generally respond 
well to authenticity on this topic.) 
 
 
TRANSITION: One result of forgiveness is that we will be in a position to forgive others. 
But let's dive back into Matthew 6 for a second and look at something interesting.  
 
 
PART 2: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS WITH OTHERS  
 
READ Matthew 6:14-15 
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. 
 
EXPLAIN: Wow, that's a tough passage. It sounds like our forgiveness of other people 
"earns" our forgiveness from God. But we know forgiveness is based on what Jesus has 
done for us. We don't earn forgiveness or work for it. So, why does Jesus give us these 
statements about God's forgiveness of us being related to our forgiveness of others? 
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ILLUSTRATION: Let me tell you an incredible story about this. Jesus actually told this 
story during his ministry (Matthew 18:21-35). Here it goes- There once was a man who 
owed millions of dollars to a king. He had a huge debt and was about to be thrown into 
jail since he couldn't pay. He came to the king and asked the king to forgive the debt. 
Instead of throwing the man in jail, the king forgave him. But guess what happened 
next? That man went out and met another guy who owed him a few dollars. This second 
man said he couldn't pay up right then. The first man had him thrown in jail. Well, when 
the king found out about this, he was enraged. He had forgiven the man a huge debt, 
but the man couldn't forgive even a small debt for someone else.  
 
EXPLAIN: Forgiving others shows we have a humble spirit. And humility is at the core of 
true confession. True prayer comes from a genuine heart and will be accompanied by 
right action.  
  
Teacher- You don't have to use it verbatim, but I like this quote from John Stott's book 
on the Sermon on the Mount. "It is rather that God forgives only the penitent and that 
one of the chief evidences of true penitence is a forgiving spirit." (The Message of the 
Sermon on the Mount, The Bible Speaks Today commentary; IVP 1985, pg. 149) 
 
ASK: Has anyone ever confessed something to you that you didn't expect?  
 
ILLUSTRATION: (If you have a personal story for the previous question, use it here. Two 
quick examples from my own life: A friend called me in college to say she had an 
abortion. Wouldn't call her parents; was ashamed; needed to talk with someone. A less 
serious example was the time someone confessed their deep love for me after they 
were married AND I was married. That was an awkward confession.) 
 
EXPLAIN: Confessing sin to God in prayer often will include confessing the sin to other 
people as well, especially if the sin was against that person.  
 
READ James 5:16 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
 
ASK: Who has God put in your life to hear the confession? 
 
ASK: Are there situations where confessing a sin to another person might not be 
appropriate? 
 
 
TRANSITION: We talked this morning about moral boundaries for our words. Our words 
to other people are closely connected to our words to God. If we don't humbly ask 
others for forgiveness, we probably won't confess our sins to God and ask for His 
forgiveness. And vice versa. Your relationship with God will grow as you confess your 
sins to Him and experience His incredible forgiveness and healing. Confession and 
forgiveness will also bring healing to your relationships with friends and family 
members.  
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GO  
 
We want to end this session by spending a few minutes confessing our sins before God 
and trusting in Jesus' payment for our sins.  
 
I'm going to lead us through a time of prayer. I'll bring up some areas of life where sin 
easily takes over, and I want to give you a chance to confess that to God. As we pray 
through these things, we not only confess the sins to God but we also remember and 
rejoice in God's forgiveness.  
 
Encourage the school's worship leader to play through Jesus Paid It All or Give Us Clean 
Hands while the students pray, then lead the students in one of these songs as a 
testimony to God's work in their lives. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Project Ideas:  
1) Allow students to discuss the difficulty of confession "big" sins and "little" sins. Is it 

more difficult to confess "little" sins because they don't seem as bad; or is it more 
difficult to confess "big" sins because they seem so bad?  

2) Ask students to reflect on their time of confession from the large group time. Are 
their sins behind the sins they confessed? Are there issues lying in the background 
(pride, jealousy, greed, low self-confidence, etc) that lead to sin in their life? Help 
them think through what it means to confess "surface" sins (lying, stealing, sexual 
immorality) and "foundational" sins (pride, jealousy, etc.). 

3) Encourage students to write their prayers as a way of expressing themselves to the 
Lord, especially when it comes to confession. Emphasize that the book of Psalms is 
full of expressions to the Lord in times of difficulty. Possibility end the group time by 
giving the students a few minutes to journal their prayers to the Lord. 
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Green School - WMID - Teaching Sheet - Prayer  
 

READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Tell a story about praying in public  
EXPLAIN: We're going to look today at some verses that are often called the Lord's Prayer. 
 
ASK: Does anyone attend a church where you repeat the Lord's Prayer every week? Let's say it 
aloud together (or, you could let one of the students say the prayer from memory). 
 
TRANSITION: This prayer is a great pattern for how we can approach God in prayer. The Lord's 
Prayer gives us a model of different types of prayer. In Green School we're going to focus on the 
part of the prayer about confession and forgiveness. 
 
 

SET 
PART 1: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS FROM GOD 
 
READ Matthew 6:9-13 
Pray then like this: 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil." 
 
EXPLAIN: Forgive is a word that means set aside, or put away. Debt is something we owe 
because we have either done something wrong and must pay or because we have borrowed 
more than we can pay. 
ASK: What do you do when you have a huge debt and can’t pay it?  
EXPLAIN: Well, this is what makes the Good News of Jesus so amazing. He has paid our debt.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Story of David, Bathsheeba, and Urriah  
EXPLAIN: David was broken over his sin when a prophet named Nathan came to David and 
confronted him. David realized he had sinned. Here is what he said. 
 
READ 2 Samuel 12:13-14 
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord 
also has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you have 
utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” 
 
EXPLAIN: David later wrote a song about this experience. It's found in Psalm 51. 
 
READ Psalms 51:1-2, 9-13 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
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ASK: What results of forgiveness do you see in this passage? What happens as a result of 
knowing we are free from the penalty of sin?  
 
EXPLAIN: (Teacher- feel free to emphasize any of the concepts in these verses. You could teach 
a full lesson from any of these verses, and I simply ask that you follow the Spirit's leadership in 
fleshing out part of the passage.)  
 
TRANSITION: One result of forgiveness is that we will be in a position to forgive others.  
 
 
PART 2: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS WITH OTHERS  
 
READ Matthew 6:14-15 
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do 
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 
EXPLAIN: It sounds like our forgiveness of other people "earns" our forgiveness from God. But 
we know forgiveness is based on what Jesus has done for us. So, why does Jesus give us these 
statements about God's forgiveness of us being related to our forgiveness of others? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Tell the story of the poor man and the king from Matthew 18:21-35  
 
EXPLAIN: Forgiving others shows we have a humble spirit. And humility is at the core of true 
confession. True prayer comes from a genuine heart and will be accompanied by right action  
 
ASK: Has anyone ever confessed something to you that you didn't expect?  
 
ILLUSTRATION: If you have a personal story for the previous question, use it here. 
 
EXPLAIN: Confessing sin to God in prayer often will include confessing the sin to other people 
as well, especially if the sin was against that person.  
 
READ James 5:16 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
 
ASK: Who has God put in your life to hear the confession? 
ASK: Are there situations where confessing a sin to another person might not be appropriate? 
 
TRANSITION: We talked this morning about moral boundaries for our words. Our words to other 
people are closely connected to our words to God. Your relationship with God will grow as you 
confess your sins to Him and experience His incredible forgiveness and healing. Confession and 
forgiveness will also bring healing to your relationships with friends and family members.  
 

GO  
 
We want to end this session by spending a few minutes confessing our sins before God and 
trusting in Jesus' payment for our sins. 
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Wed PM 
Legacy 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed PM - Legacy 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help students recognize that investing in other people can be their greatest 
legacy. 
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 4:23-5:1; 17:1-8; 25:14-30 
• Luke 5:1-11 
• Acts 9:26-28; 11:25-26 
• 1 Corinthians 11:1 
• 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
• 1 Timothy 4:12 
• 2 Timothy 1:5-7 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Parable of the Talents  
• “Set (Part 1)”- Jesus Investing in His Disciples  
• “Set (Part 2)”- Other Examples in Scripture of Investing in Disciples  
• “Go”- Share about someone in whom you’ve invested for the purpose of leaving 

a Godly legacy. This will give students a picture of what is possible in their own 
lives. 

 
 

READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Jesus loved to use stories when he taught. One of his most 
famous stories is called the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30). A man was going 
on a journey and decided to give talents (a coin or sum of money) to his servants. To 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one. The servants with five and two 
talents invested their resources and were able to show the master a good return on 
investment when the master returned. The servant with one talent buried his talent in 
the ground and still had only one talent when the master returned. This servant actually 
had his talent taken away by the master. 
 
EXPLAIN: We talked last night about establishing a legacy by investing in other people. 
God has placed people in your life for you to impact. We must invest in these people for 
the glory of God, the good of others, and our own joy. 
 
 
TRANSITION: For many of us, we haven’t seen clear examples of what it looks like to 
invest in someone and make disciples. Tonight, we’re going to look at incredible 
examples in Scripture of leaving a legacy of new disciples; then, tomorrow night we’ll 
talk more about how to do this. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: JESUS INVESTING IN HIS DISCIPLES 
 
EXPLAIN: As followers of Jesus, we need to pay attention to the pattern he set for 
leaving a legacy by investing in others. Some things Jesus did, we can do also (spending 
time with people; explaining the Scripture; teaching about trust in God); other things, 
we can’t do (speaking as God; saving the person). Let’s see what we can learn from how 
Jesus invested in his disciples.  
 
(Teachers- what follows is obviously a minimal description of Jesus’ actions in the 
Gospels. Whole studies—such as Master Life and Master Plan of Evangelism—have been 
written on this subject. We want to whet students’ appetites so they’ll pursue further 
training in this area.) 
 
1. Jesus called His followers to something HUGE. 
 
READ Luke 5:1-11  
On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he 
was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by the lake, but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the 
boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. And when he had finished speaking, he said 
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon 
answered, “ Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down 
the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their 
nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “ Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of 
fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed him. 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus wasn’t trying to give people a better life. He was trying to change the 
way they thought about all of life ("from now on you will be catching men"). When we 
talk about leaving a legacy like Jesus’, remember you’re not simply mentoring people or 
helping them have a happier life. You're asking them to get out of the boat, leave 
everything behind, and follow Jesus. We have the chance to point people to a legacy 
that is greater than anything they could imagine. This is an incredible opportunity! 
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2. Jesus ministered to crowds but focused on a smaller group. 
 
READ Matthew 4:23-5:1 
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 
people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, 
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, 
and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and 
the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
(beginning of chapter 5) Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 
 
EXPLAIN: This is an important concept. Throughout the Gospels we find Jesus 
alternating between spending time with the crowds then giving particular attention to 
his disciples. 
 
ASK: Raise your hand if you would rather spend time with a larger group of people, say 
15 or more. Now, raise your hand if you prefer spending time in a small group of people.  
 
EXPLAIN: When you think about leaving a legacy, it will probably be those smaller 
groups where you’re able to make a lasting impact. Some of our life is lived in large 
groups, but it’s hard to know people well in large groups. I know it’s hard to accept for 
some of you, but you can’t be BFF with everyone. We need a balance in life between our 
large groups and smaller groups. 
 
 
3. Jesus developed deep relationships with a few. 
 
READ Matthew 17:1-8 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “ Lord, it 
is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “ This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their 
faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “ Rise, and have no 
fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever been left out of something really cool? All you could do 
was listen to stories from the people when they got back. (Teachers- you all probably 
have some great stories for this section. Think about a time in high school when you 
were left out of an activity or forced to miss out on something because only a small 
group of people could be involved.) 
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EXPLAIN: Even within his 12 disciples, Jesus developed deep relationships with only a 
few of the men. He wasn’t being cliquish; he simply knew how human relationships 
work best. He knew he could only invest in a few deep relationships. I don’t want you to 
become cliquish, but remember that you can develop only a certain number of deep 
relationships. This doesn’t limit our ability to leave a legacy; it’s actually the path we 
need to take if we want to make an impact on the world around us. 
 
 
TRANSITION: Jesus called his disciples to make disciples and he set the pattern for 
them. Let’s look at some other stories in the New Testament of how Jesus’ followers left 
an incredible legacy as the Church began to grow. 
 
 
PART 2: OTHER EXAMPLES IN SCRIPTURE OF INVESTING IN DISCIPLES 
 
EXPLAIN: We’re going to look quickly at 3 people in the New Testament who show us 
what it looks like to leave a legacy that matters.  
 
(Teachers- This session includes a lot of information. Please feel free to change my plan 
and focus on one of these examples. You could choose Barnabas and discuss in-depth 
Barnabas’s role in Paul’s missionary journeys and the topic of spiritual gifts based on 
Barnabas’s role as an encourager. Or, you might decide to do a detailed study of 2 
Corinthians 3:1-6 as a way of exploring Paul’s legacy of investing in others. I’ve given you 
a model for covering three people quickly, but feel free to adapt the plan as you are led 
by God’s Spirit.) 
 
1. Barnabas used his gift of encouragement to invest in the greatest missionary of 

all time 
 
READ Acts 9:26-28 
And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were 
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him 
and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the 
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of 
Jesus. So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of 
the Lord. 
 
READ Acts 11:25-26 
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought 
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many 
people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 
 
EXPLAIN: In Acts 4, we learn that Barnabas was a man of encouragement. We see in Acts 
9 and 11 how Barnabas was able to encourage Paul and invest in him, even when the 
other believers were afraid of Paul.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: This is like being the new kid at school and needing someone to show 
you the ropes. Barnabas knew that Saul/Paul, as a new believer, needed a more mature 
believer around to help during his early years of ministry.  
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ASK: Who is a new Christian at your school or in your youth group who you can 
encourage as Barnabas encouraged Paul? 
 
EXPLAIN: You don’t have to be most popular person at school or a great speaker or a 
talented musician to leave a great legacy. You simply need to use the gifts and 
opportunities God has given you. Don't go alone; find people you can bring along with 
you as you seek to live for God. 
 
 
2. Paul shared his life with others so they could follow his example 
 
READ 1 Corinthians 11:1 
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
 
 
READ 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 
 
EXPLAIN: We often think of Paul as a great writer, or preacher, or missionary. But Paul 
realized that his job was not simply to preach. He had to share his life with people so 
they would know what it looked like to follow Christ. 
 
ASK: Can you think of someone who doesn’t say much, but has left an incredible legacy 
because of the way in which they lived? 
 
EXPLAIN: Paul wasn't perfect, but he knew his job was to point people to Jesus, not to 
himself. He wasn't being arrogant by telling people to imitate him, because his main 
goal was to imitate Christ.  
 
 
3. Timothy built on a strong heritage of faith so he could set an example for other 

young believers 
 
READ 2 Timothy 1:5-7 
I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 
for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 
READ 1 Timothy 4:12 
Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  
 
EXPLAIN: Timothy is like many people today, in that his mother and grandmother were 
believers, but apparently not his father (Acts 16:1-3). Paul was a sort of spiritual father for 
Timothy. And Timothy knew that he (and other young believers) should set an example 
with their lives.  
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ASK: You don't have to answer this questions, but at your high school and youth group, 
if we asked the people who know you, how would they describe your legacy of speech, 
conduct, and purity? Will people remember you for words and actions that made Jesus 
famous?  
 
 
TRANSITION: It’s easy to think, “I’m not ready to invest in other people. I have too many 
problems myself.” The prerequisites for leaving a legacy don’t include being perfect; the 
only prerequisites are following Jesus and being willing to be used by Him. Remember- 
the legacy you are leaving is not about your greatness to begin with; it’s about Jesus’ 
greatness and salvation.  
 
 
GO 
ILLUSTRATION: “Last night, I shared about someone who left an incredible legacy by 
investing in several people, including me. Tonight, I want to tell you one quick story 
about how I’m trying to leave a Godly legacy by investing in others.” (Teacher- share 
about someone you are discipling so the students will be able to connect the biblical 
examples they’ve just learned with a contemporary example. You might even share 
about some of your struggles or perceived inadequacies. They need to hear you 
acknowledging the challenge of investing in others, but they also need to hear how 
you’re putting this into action.) 
 
 
——— 
 
 
Group Time:  
Spiritual Family Tree:  Have students draw their biological family tree back to the 
grandparent level (I guess they could go further if they wanted, but it's not necessary for 
this exercise). Then, have them draw their spiritual family tree. A spiritual family tree 
could look one of several possible ways. It could look like a bamboo stick, such that one 
key person led the student to Christ and that person had one main person who invested 
in them. More likely, the spiritual family tree will look like a bush, because the student 
will have several “parents/branches" coming into their life, and each of these branches 
should have other branches spreading out. In addition, some of the students may 
already be spiritual "parents" to others, so they can include these spiritual "children" on 
their family tree. 
 
On this exercise, very few students will be able to make it back to the spiritual 
"grandparent" branch. Encourage them to go home and discover their spiritual 
grandparents. 
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Green School - WPM - Teaching Sheet - Legacy 
 
 
READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30).  
EXPLAIN: We talked last night about establishing a legacy by investing in other people.  
 
TRANSITION: Tonight, we’re going to look at incredible examples in Scripture of leaving a 
legacy of new disciples; then, tomorrow night we’ll talk more about how to do this. 
 

SET 
PART 1: JESUS INVESTING IN HIS DISCIPLES 
EXPLAIN: As followers of Jesus, we need to pay attention to the pattern he set for leaving a 
legacy by investing in others.  
 
1. Jesus called His followers to something HUGE. 
READ Luke 5:1-11 (only 10-11 here) 
And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” And when 
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 
EXPLAIN: Jesus wasn’t trying to give people a better life. He was trying to change the way they 
thought about all of life ("from now on you will be catching men"). 
 
2. Jesus ministered to crowds but focused on a smaller group. 
READ Matthew 4:23-5:1 (only 4:25-5:1 here) 
And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, 
and from beyond the Jordan. (chap 5) Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and 
when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
EXPLAIN: Throughout the Gospels we find Jesus alternating between spending time with the 
crowds then giving particular attention to his disciples. 
ASK: Raise your hand if you would rather spend time with a larger group of people, say 15 or 
more. Now, raise your hand if you prefer spending time in a small group of people.  
EXPLAIN: It will probably be those smaller groups where you’re able to make a lasting impact.  
 
3. Jesus developed deep relationships with a few. 
READ Matthew 17:1-8 (only 1-2 here) 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them., and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 
ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever been left out of something really cool?  
EXPLAIN: Even within his 12 disciples, Jesus developed deep relationships with only a few 
 
TRANSITION: Let’s look at some other stories in the New Testament of how Jesus’ followers left 
an incredible legacy as the Church began to grow. 
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PART 2: OTHER EXAMPLES IN SCRIPTURE OF INVESTING IN DISCIPLES 
 
1. Barnabas used his gift of encouragement to invest in the greatest missionary of all time 
READ Acts 9:26-28 
And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid 
of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him 
to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, 
and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. So he went in and out 
among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 
READ Acts 11:25-26 
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him to 
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in 
Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 
 
EXPLAIN: In Acts 4, we learn that Barnabas was a man of encouragement. We see in Acts 9 and 
11 how Barnabas was able to encourage Paul and invest in him. 
ILLUSTRATION: Like being the new kid at school and needing someone to show you the ropes.  
ASK: Who is a new Christian at your school or in your youth group who you can encourage? 
EXPLAIN: You don’t have to be most popular person or a great speaker or a talented musician 
to leave a great legacy. You simply need to use the gifts and opportunities God has given you.  
 
2. Paul shared his life with others so they could follow his example 
READ 1 Corinthians 11:1 
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
READ 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of 
God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 
 
EXPLAIN: He shared his life with people so they would know what it looked like to follow Christ. 
ASK: Can you think of someone who doesn’t say much, but has left an incredible legacy? 
EXPLAIN: Paul wasn't perfect, but he knew his job was to point people to Jesus, not to himself.   
 
3. Timothy built on a strong heritage of faith so he could set an example for other young 

believers 
READ 2 Timothy 1:5-7 
I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. For this reason I remind you to fan into 
flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit 
not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
READ 1 Timothy 4:12 
Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity.  
EXPLAIN: Timothy's mother and grandmother were believers, but apparently not his father (Acts 
16:1-3). Paul was a sort of spiritual father for Timothy.   
ASK: If we asked the people who know you, how would they describe your legacy of speech, 
conduct, and purity? Will people remember you for words and actions that made Jesus famous?  
 
TRANSITION: The prerequisites for leaving a legacy don’t include being perfect; the only 
prerequisites are following Jesus and being willing to be used by Him. 
 

GO 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- share about someone you are discipling)  
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Thurs AM 
Witness 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red How to Share Your Testimony 

Blue The Roman’s Road 

Orange 3 Circles Diagram 

Yellow Discerning a Person’s Worldview- Listening 
and Asking Questions 

Green Creation to Christ: Sharing the Big Picture of 
Scripture 

Silver Paul on Mars Hill: Witnessing in a Pluralistic 
Culture 

 
 
Overview of Witnessing 
We want to provide students with a diverse ‘toolbox’ for witnessing. Each school will 
focus not only on a particular model for witnessing, but also on understanding the 
theology and background of the model. The early years focus on foundational models; 
the latter years focus on more on engaging a rapidly changing (and an increasingly 
pluralistic/non-Christian) culture. 
 
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Thurs AM - Witness 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help students share the redemptive story of Scripture from beginning to end as 
a way to witness to their friends and on mission trips. 
 
Key Texts 
• Luke 24:27-35 
• Acts 7:1-50 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- The power of telling stories  
• “Set (Part 1)”- Witnessing in Scripture is about the ‘Big Picture’  
• “Set (Part 2)”- How to Share the Big Picture of Scripture  
• “Go”- When and Where to Share the Big Picture of Scripture  
 

READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION:  Tell the students you want to read them something very 
exciting. Then, pick the most boring book possible. Maybe even have a copy of a phone 
book or some sort of complex legal book. Read long enough that they begin to sense 
the boredom. Then, pick a story that begins "Once upon a time..." After a couple of 
lines, ask the students which option they prefer. (Most of them, except the contrarians, 
will pick the story.) 
 
EXPLAIN: We live in a world where people are drawn to stories. Throughout history, 
people have passed on information and values to each generation by using stories. 
Jesus was a master story teller. (Teacher- if one of your grandparents or older relatives 
was a great storyteller, you could include that as an illustration here.)  
 
*Most people in the world cannot read; if they can read, they don't read well and have 
little access to books. But, many of these cultures have incredible storytelling traditions. 
Stories shape our world and draw us into their meaning. 
 
And the best part is that God has given us the most incredible story of all; it's called the 
Bible. Not only is the Bible full of stories, but the Bible as a whole tells one, big, 
important Story. 
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EXPLAIN: Not as many people in our schools and cities know the Bible stories these 
days as was the case in the past. Some of you might have grown up in Sunday School or 
Vacation Bible School, and you know about Noah and Jonah and Paul. Some of you may 
not have grown up in church, so you're not as familiar with the stories.  
 
But what we want you to know today is that the Bible is not just a string of disconnected 
stories. There is a big picture story that works its way throughout the Bible, and it's the 
story of God's work in and through Jesus Christ to create and rescue His people. We 
want to teach you how to share this story with your family and friends and also share it 
around the world.  
 
 
TRANSITION: This session is supposed to be about witnessing, and you might think 
witnessing has nothing to do with telling stories. But when we look in the Bible, we find 
that telling Bible stories is one of the most important ways to witness about God's love 
and greatness. 
 
 
PART 1: WITNESSING IN SCRIPTURE IS ABOUT THE 'BIG PICTURE'  
 
EXPLAIN: A man named Stephen was a leader in the early Church. Some of the 
opponents of Jesus' followers captured Stephen and prepared to kill him. Stephen used 
this opportunity to witness about the truth of God. Let's look at how Stephen did this. 
 
EXPLAIN: Look at Acts 7 in your Bible. I want you to help me identify some of the Bible 
stories that Stephen includes as he witnesses.  
 
READ (Skim): Acts 7:1-50  
***Teachers- I'm giving you the flexibility to determine how many verses to read in this 
section. The main point is that students would recognize the ways in which Stephen 
draws on the Old Testament stories in his defense of the Gospel. Hopefully some of the 
students will recognize major characters and events. If not, you might have to prompt 
them to call out names they recognize, i.e. Abraham, Moses. 
 
EXPLAIN: As the earliest followers of Jesus read their Bibles (the Old Testament to us), 
they learned to read these stories in light of who Jesus was, what He had done, and what 
He was continuing to do in their lives as they followed Him.  
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READ: Luke 24:13-16, 27-32 
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  
 
(Teacher- Fill in the gap for the students about the conversation these two had with 
Jesus)  
 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. So they drew near to the village to which they 
were going. He acted as if he were going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to 
stay with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and 
broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And 
he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us 
while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus encountered these men as they were trying to make sense of what had 
happened after Jesus' death. Even though they didn't recognize Him, Jesus helped 
them see and understand.  
 
*Focus on v. 27. Jesus used the big picture of Scripture to show how the Scriptures work 
together as a whole to tell His story. I think God has created the Bible on purpose like 
this; all of the stories work together to show the power and hope of Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: I heard once from a missionary who was working in a remote village by 
sharing Bible stories with this village. He told the story of God calling Abraham to 
sacrifice his son Isaac. The missionary ended the story just as Abraham had climbed the 
mountain and was preparing the sacrifice. That evening, there was a knock on the 
missionary's tent. A villager said he had been thinking about the Abraham story and 
knew how the story would end. The missionary found this interesting, because these 
villagers had never heard the Bible before. The villager then told the missionary that 
Abraham would kill his son Isaac and Isaac would come back from the dead. The 
missionary smiled as he told the villager to keep listening because this story would 
happen, but it wouldn't be with Abraham and Isaac. The dying and coming back to life 
story would come later.  
 
It's incredible how stories make our minds race. As you watch a movie or television 
show, we are drawn into stories and like to guess how the story will end. The story of 
God's Word did the same thing for this villager. Unfortunately, most of us rarely think 
about the Bible in this way.  
 
 
TRANSITION: So, how do we learn to do this? How can we see the Bible stories 
connecting together into one, big picture? How can we witness about Jesus using the 
big picture story of the Bible?  
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PART 2: HOW TO SHARE THE BIG PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE 
 
EXPLAIN: A great strategy for sharing the big picture of Scripture is called 'Creation to 
Christ'. This strategy comes in several forms, but the gist of the strategy is that you learn 
some core Bible stories and then learn how these stories work together to teach the 
main themes of the Bible.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: It works like a chain. Each link in a chain, by itself, isn't worth much. But 
when you begin to connect the links, the chain becomes useful and begins to take 
shape.  
 
*Right now, we're going to try to put together the big picture of the Bible by connecting 
some of the famous Bible stories. 
 
(Teachers- I've listed two options below for how you could handle this time. Pick the one 
you like the best; or, obviously feel free to design your own.) 
 
Option #1- Encourage the students to put together the story of God by using only 10 
stories from the Bible. No student can shout out more than one story. And, here's the 
important part, every time a story is shouted, someone must explain how the story fits 
into the story of God. You can facilitate this by asking the students- What does that story 
teach us about God and His relationship with people? Or, ask- How does that story 
connect to the story that was just mentioned previously? 
 
Option 2- Pass out pictures/placards before the session that include the core concepts 
of Creation to Christ. Have the students arrange them in order (maybe by holding the 
placard in front of them as they stand in front of the room). As the pieces are arranged, 
encourage them to describe how their picture/placard fits into the story of God. 
 
EXPLAIN: There are some great ways we can learn to witness with this Creation to Christ 
strategy.  
 
1. The most important thing is to read the Bible consistently. Read with the goal of 

understanding how the pieces fit together.  
2. Read a children's story Bibles, such as the Jesus Storybook Bible or the new NIV Story 

Bible.  
3. Use one of the Creation to Christ websites or resources available online. (Teachers- 

you may want to show one of these to the students; or, you could include a few from 
the list in their notebook.) 

http://c2cstory.com/ 
http://t4tonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/2-Creation-to-Christ-Story.pdf 
http://www.imbstudents.org/documents/program_iwc/IWC_Creation_to_Christ_Outline
.pdf 
http://gowestafrica.org/go/prepare/Creation-to-Christ-Story-C2C.pdf 
http://imbresources.org/index.cfm/product/detail/prodID/4519 
viewthestory.com 
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TRANSITION: Before we end, let's think about some specific ways we can practice 
witnessing with the big picture of Scripture. 
 
 

GO 
 
A great place to learn Bible storying is by volunteering at Vacation Bible School and in a 
children's Sunday School class or Children's church service. If your home church allows 
this, sign up as soon as you get back. Working with kids will give you a great chance to 
practice story telling. 
 
In your youth group Sunday School class or small group, always ask yourself- "What 
story in the Bible comes before the one I'm studying, and what story follows this one?" 
Also ask- "Are there any big picture themes from the Bible that show up in this passage 
that could help me make sense of the full story of God?" 
 
Look for opportunities to go on mission trips to locations where people don't read well. 
Use your Bible stories as a way to share the big picture of God's story with the people 
you meet, especially with the children who live in these areas.  
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time:  
 
1. Share with the students that several of the Psalms retrace a lot of the Old Testament 

history. This means that ancient song writers wanted to use lyrics and music to 
remind people of God's big picture story. Psalm 136 is a great example to show 
students, since this psalm emphasizes a particular aspect of God's character. (Psalms 
78 and 105 are also very historical.) 

2. Share with students the main themes of Creation to Christ. Then, talk about how 
people learn not only from stories but also from images. Let the students design 
images that correspond to the different themes/stories. Encourage them to use 
these images with kids in their home church.   

3. Practice sharing the big picture of Scripture in 2-3 minutes. What should we include? 
What should we leave out? Give students a chance to practice this; coach them 
through it and allow other students to jump in with suggestions and 
encouragement.  
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Green School - TAM - Teaching Sheet - Witness 
 

READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Tell the students you want to read them something very exciting. 
Then, read something from the most boring book possible. 
 
EXPLAIN: We live in a world where people are drawn to stories. 
 
*Most people in the world cannot read; if they can read, they don't read well and have little 
access to books. But, many of these cultures have incredible storytelling traditions. 
 
EXPLAIN: What we want you to know today is that the Bible is not just a string of disconnected 
stories. There is a big picture story that works its way throughout the Bible, and it's the story of 
God's work in and through Jesus Christ to create and rescue His people. We want to teach you 
how to share this story with your family and friends and also share it around the world.  
 
TRANSITION: Telling Bible stories is one of the most important ways to witness. 
 
PART 1: WITNESSING IN SCRIPTURE IS ABOUT THE 'BIG PICTURE'  
 
EXPLAIN: A man named Stephen was a leader in the early Church. Some of the opponents of 
Jesus' followers captured Stephen and prepared to kill him. Stephen used this opportunity to 
witness about the truth of God. Let's look at how Stephen did this. 
 
EXPLAIN: I want you to help me identify some of the Bible stories that Stephen used.  
 
READ (Skim): Acts 7:1-50  
***Teachers- I'm giving you the flexibility to determine how many verses to read in this section.  
 
EXPLAIN: As the earliest followers of Jesus read their Bibles (the Old Testament to us), they 
learned to read these stories in light of who Jesus was, what He had done, and what He was 
continuing to do in their lives as they followed Him.  
 
READ: Luke 24:13-16, 27-32 
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 
But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  
 
(Teacher- Fill in the gap for the students about the conversation these two had with Jesus)  
 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted 
as if he were going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward 
evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at table 
with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, 
“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 
EXPLAIN: Jesus used the big picture of Scripture to show how the Scriptures work together as a 
whole to tell His story. All of the stories work together to show the power and hope of Jesus. 
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ILLUSTRATION: Story of missionary who told Bible stories, and one villager connected story of 
Abraham and Isaac with the possibility that God might work by brining a person back from the 
dead.The missionary smiled as he told the villager to keep listening because this story would 
happen, but it wouldn't be with Abraham and Isaac. The resurrection story would come later.  
 
It's incredible how stories make our minds race. The story of God's Word did the same thing for 
this villager. Unfortunately, most of us rarely think about the Bible in this way.  
 
TRANSITION: So, how do we learn to do this? How can we see the Bible stories connecting 
together into one, big picture? How can we witness about Jesus using the big picture story of 
the Bible?  
 
PART 2: HOW TO SHARE THE BIG PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE 
 
EXPLAIN: A great strategy for sharing the big picture of Scripture is called 'Creation to Christ'. 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  It works like a chain. Each link in a chain, by itself, isn't worth much. But when 
you begin to connect the links, the chain becomes useful and begins to take shape.  
 
Option #1- Encourage the students to put together the story of God by using only 10 stories 
from the Bible. No student can shout out more than one story. And, here's the important part, 
every time a story is shouted, someone must explain how the story fits into the story of God.  
 
Option 2-  Pass out pictures/placards before the session that include the core concepts of 
Creation to Christ. Have the students arrange them in order (maybe by holding the placard in 
front of them as they stand in front of the room). As the pieces are arranged, encourage them to 
describe how their picture/placard fits into the story of God. 
 
EXPLAIN: There are some great ways we can learn to witness with this Creation to Christ 
strategy.  
1. The most important thing is to read the Bible consistently.  
2. Read a children's story Bibles, such as the Jesus Storybook Bible or the NIV Story Bible.  
3. Use one of the Creation to Christ websites or resources available online.  
 
TRANSITION: Before we end, let's think about some specific ways we can practice witnessing 
with the big picture of Scripture. 
 

GO 
 
Volunteer at Vacation Bible School and in a children's Sunday School class. 
 
In your Sunday School or small group, always ask yourself- "What story in the Bible comes 
before the one I'm studying, and what story follows this one?" Also ask- "Are there any big 
picture themes from the Bible that show up in this passage?" 
 
Look for opportunities to go on mission trips to locations where people don't read well.  
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Thurs MID 
Accountability 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Basics of Accountability Groups 

Blue Family/Parents 

Orange Friends 

Yellow Government/Authority Figures 

Green Church Family 

Silver Accountability during Life Transitions 

 
 
Overview of Accountability 
After establishing the basics of accountability groups in Red school, the other schools 
will focus on areas of life in which accountability is important. The common threads for 
each school will be trust, truthfulness, a willingness to grow, and humility.    
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 
Thurs MID - Accountability 

 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Orient students to the importance of being accountable to their church family, 
especially those in the church older than themselves. Christianity isn't a private or 
individual experience. God places us in the body of Christ to keep us accountable to His 
Word and ways.  
 
Key Texts 
• Titus 2:2-3 
• Hebrews 10:24-25 
• Hebrews 13:7, 17 
• 1 Corinthians 12 (various) 
• 1 Peter 2:9, 12 
• 1 Peter 5:4 
• Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Christianity isn't an Individual Sport 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Accountability to Church Leaders and Those Older in the Faith 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Accountability to One Another within the Body 
• “Go”- Encourage students to re-examine their place in the local church 
 
 

READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION:  Do any of these statements sound familiar to you?  
-"I believe in God, but I can worship Him without going to church. God understands me; 
I'm okay without worshipping Him with other people."  
-"I love Jesus, but not the church." 
-"Our church is cool; we don't have many older people." 
-"I'll go to church when I get older, maybe when I get out of college or have a family." 
 
EXPLAIN: Too often, church is seen as a matter of personal opinion or preference. If it's 
helpful or convenient, we're involved. If not, no big deal. In addition, church is often 
seen as an individual experience. “I” go to “my” church.   
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ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever seen a one-person band? Some of these guys and gals 
are pretty popular on YouTube. For those of you in band, what would your director say if 
you said, "I don't need anybody else. I don't need the strings; I can play those. I don't 
need the brass; I've got that covered too. I don't even need the director; I'm my own 
director"? You're director would probably kick you out, because you've completely 
missed the point of a band--a group of people working together to make a certain type 
of music. A one-person band is accountable to no one except the individual.  
 
TRANSITION: What we have to remember is that Christianity is not a private or 
individual activity. God created people to live in community, to have relationships. These 
relationships not only encourage us; they also keep us accountable for our actions. The 
church is God's gift of an accountability group to His children. You won't know everyone 
in your church on the same level; but in a real sense, we are accountable to our brothers 
and sisters in the church. 
 
 

SET 
 
PART 1: ACCOUNTABILITY TO CHURCH LEADERS AND THOSE OLDER IN 
THE FAITH 
 
EXPLAIN: Two Meanings of the term Church: In the New Testament, the term "church" 
can refer to what we sometimes call the universal church--all believers in the world 
united as followers of Jesus. But "church" can also refer to a specific group of Christians, 
usually Christians in a local area. This is how we normally think of the word.  
 
When you were saved—when you turned from your sins and trusted in Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord—you automatically became a member of the “big C” (universal) 
Church.  
 
But it also matters that you are involved in a local church. You need the church, and the 
church needs you. Teenagers often feel sidelined in the church. The youth group often 
sits in a separate area on Sunday mornings, and it almost seems like the church could 
carry on without you. But I want you to see how important it is to be involved in the life 
of the church. 
 
READ Hebrews 13:7 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
 
READ Hebrews 13:17 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as 
those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, 
for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 
READ Ephesians 4:11-12 
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And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
 
EXPLAIN: Each local church has leadership. These leaders are not a higher class of 
Christian. Sometimes we think of the paid leaders in the church as those who do the 
"real" ministry. But these leaders exist to lead you in the right direction through God's 
Word and equip you to do the major work of ministry. 
 
ASK: When you think about a church, who are some of the key leaders in a church? 
 
ASK: Based on the verses from Hebrews and Ephesians, what is your responsibility to 
the leaders in your church? 
 
EXPLAIN: In addition to the leadership of your church, God places older believers in 
your church to whom we should be accountable. 
 
READ 1 Peter 5:5 
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” 
 
READ Titus 2:2-3 
Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, 
and in steadfastness. Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not 
slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, 
 
ILLUSTRATION: *Teacher- this would be a tremendous time to share with the students 
about an older believer from whom you've learned. Be transparent with the students; 
they need to see your love for older believers and the ways you have benefited from 
these relationships.  
 
ASK: How should you relate to older believers in the church? (Humility; respect them; 
imitate them; work alongside them) How are we accountable to them? (Continue 
walking in faith, pass on what we learn from them, learn from them) 
 
 
TRANSITION: You are partners in ministry with the leaders in your church and the older 
believers in your church. Being a partner means that every person in the church should 
benefit from your involvement.  
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PART 2: ACCOUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER WITHIN THE BODY 
 
EXPLAIN: One of the main reasons you should be involved in a local church is that the 
church will hold you accountable for living out your faith. Too often we think about 
accountability as something that only happens in a small group of people. But the Bible 
talks about some ways that the whole church functions as an accountability group. 
 
***Teacher- your time might be a little tight at this point, so have freedom to work 
through these points with limited or expanded depth, depending on how the session is 
going. The verses are foundational and fairly simple to expound. Use the three main 
points to launch you into exploring the verses with your students. 
 
1) You are accountable to meet with the church body and do good works .  
 
READ Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 
2) You are accountable to use your spiritual gifts to build up and expand the 
mission of your church. 
 
READ 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (Teacher- feel free to select other verses from 1 Corinthians 12 
or Romans 12 for this section) 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 
 
3) You are accountable to represent Christ to the world around you. 
 
READ 1 Peter 2:9, 12 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light…Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 
 
TRANSITION: God's Spirit is our ultimate accountability partner, but God has 
purposefully placed us around others who are being led and empowered by God's 
Spirit. 
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GO 
 
Recent statistics show that the #1 predictive factor of whether a student will remain 
involved in church following graduation is the number of significant relationships they 
have with older adults in the church. Without accountability, very few people continue 
doing something. God puts us in churches—local gatherings of Christians—so we will be 
surrounded with His people who will walk alongside us during life. 
 
Next year, when you head to college, move out of your parent’s home, or start a career, 
you must remain accountable to a local church. During group time, we’re going to talk 
about some important steps you can take to do this. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time:  
4) List the specific leaders in your church, both those with titles (pastor, etc.) and those 

who are older laypeople. 
 -Help students assess their relationships with these people. Do they feel 
accountable to them? Are they bringing joy to the leaders, learning from them, and 
showing respect?  
 -Are there any older people in your church that you need to get to know and 
learn from? 
 
5) What is the mission of your church? (If students know the exact mission statement, 

that's great; if not, they can just be general) How does this mission keep you 
accountable? What sort of actions might cause trouble for the mission of the church? 

 
6) Encourage students to develop some action steps for how they will become more 

accountable to their church. 
Examples: 
-Become a member of the church 
-Attend consistently; be present and available 
-Participate in a small group 
-Sing during the music, especially the hymns that they might not like as much 
-Take notes and engage with the sermon (be "active" at church, not "passive") 
-Pray for your pastor (and let them know you are praying for them) 
-Develop a relationship with an older believer in which you ask this person to help you 
understand more about living the Christian life 
-Use your gifts and talents to serve in your church (audio/visual needs, cleaning, 
childcare, music, art/digital media, etc.)  
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Green School - TMID - Teaching Sheet 
Accountability 

 

READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION:  Do any of these statements sound familiar to you?  
-"I believe in God, but I can worship Him without going to church."  
-"I love Jesus, but not the church." 
-"Our church is cool; we don't have many older people." 
 
EXPLAIN: Too often, church is seen as a matter of personal opinion or preference. 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  Have you ever seen a one-person band? A one-person band is accountable to 
no one except the individual.  
 
TRANSITION: What we have to remember is that Christianity is not a private or individual 
activity. God created people to live in community, to have relationships. The church is God's gift 
of an accountability group to His children. 
 

SET 
PART 1: ACCOUNTABILITY TO CHURCH LEADERS AND THOSE OLDER IN 
THE FAITH 
 
EXPLAIN: Two Meanings of the term Church: In the New Testament, the term "church" can refer 
to what we sometimes call the universal church--all believers in the world united as followers of 
Jesus. But "church" can also refer to a specific group of Christians, usually in a local area. 
 
You need the church, and the church needs you. Teenagers often feel sidelined in the church. 
The youth group often sits in a separate area on Sunday mornings, and it almost seems like the 
church could carry on without you. But it’s incredibly important to be involved in a local church. 
 
READ Hebrews 13:7 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
 
READ Hebrews 13:17 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 
will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be 
of no advantage to you. 
 
READ Ephesians 4:11-12 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
 
EXPLAIN: Each local church has leadership. 
 
ASK: When you think about a church, who are some of the key leaders in a church? 
Based on the verses from Hebrews and Ephesians, what is your responsibility to these leaders? 
 
EXPLAIN: In addition to the leadership of your church, God places older believers in your church 
to whom we should be accountable. 
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READ 1 Peter 5:5 
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
READ Titus 2:2-3 
Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in 
steadfastness. Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to 
much wine. They are to teach what is good, 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  *Teacher- this would be a tremendous time to share with the students about an 
older believer from whom you've learned.  
 
ASK: How should you relate to older believers in the church? How are we accountable to them? 
 
TRANSITION: You are partners in ministry with the leaders in your church and the older 
believers in your church. Every person in the church should benefit from your involvement.  
 
PART 2: ACCOUNTABILITY TO ONE ANOTHER WITHIN THE BODY 
 
EXPLAIN: One of the main reasons you should be involved in a local church is that the church 
will hold you accountable for living out your faith. 
 
1) You are accountable to meet with the church body and do good works .  
READ Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. 
 
2) You are accountable to use your spiritual gifts to build up and expand the mission of 
your church. 
READ 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (Teacher- feel free to select other verses from 1 Cor 12 or Rom 12) 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 
3) You are accountable to represent Christ to the world around you. 
READ 1 Peter 2:9, 12 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light…Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 
TRANSITION: God's Spirit is our ultimate accountability partner, but God has purposefully 
placed us around others who are being led and empowered by God's Spirit. 
 

GO 
 
The #1 predictive factor of whether a student will remain involved in church following graduation 
is the number of significant relationships they have with older adults in the church. 
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Thurs PM 
Legacy 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Green School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Thurs PM -Legacy 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Prepare students for establishing a Senior Year Legacy characterized by disciple-
making. 
 
Key Texts 
• Acts 4:31 
• 1 Corinthians 12:7 
• Galatians 3:2-3; 5:16-26 
• 2 Timothy 2:1-2 
• James 1:22 
• 2 Peter 1:3-4 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Disciple-making: More than a Buzz Word  
• “Set (Part 1)”- How do I establish a Legacy? Characteristics of a Disciple-Maker  
• “Set (Part 2)”- How do I establish a Legacy? Practices of a Disciple-Maker  
• “Go”- Your Senior Year Legacy  
 
 

READY 
 
OPENING: Have you noticed how certain words just get overused? These words are 
popular for a period of time but pretty soon you get tired of hearing them. They even 
lose their meaning at some point because they are used way too often and usually in 
the wrong situations. Sometimes we call these words Buzzwords. 
 
ASK: What are some of these overused buzzwords that get on your nerves? (Teacher- I 
don't think you'll have trouble getting responses from students on this question; but in 
case you need to prime the pump, here are some examples: selfie, tribe, hashtag, cra-
cra, bae, totally) 
 
EXPLAIN: Now, I know you may not think much about buzzwords in church, but we have 
them too. One term that has become popular lately is disciple-making. People want to 
know if you're a disciple-maker. Are you part of a disciple-making ministry? When I 
started in ministry, no one used this phrase; now you hear it a lot in churches. But, what 
does it mean to make disciples? There are many definitions out there, but tonight I want 
you to understand that being a disciple-maker means you are a legacy-maker.   
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TRANSITION: We've been talking all week during the night sessions about leaving a 
legacy. Not  a legacy about yourself, and not a legacy of great accomplishments or 
awards. But a legacy of people who live for Jesus' fame because you invested in them. 
There's still a big question, though; and that question is How? How do I leave this 
legacy? How do I make disciples? It will come down to two things. Your character and 
your habits, or we might say your actions.  
 
 

SET 
 
PART 1: CHARACTERISTICS OF A DISCIPLE-MAKER 
 
READ Galatians 5:16-21 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want 
to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the 
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
EXPLAIN: The main characteristic of a disciple-maker is someone who has experienced 
the power of God's Spirit in his or her own life and is actively walking in the power of the 
Spirit. This passage lists some things that cannot characterize a disciple-maker. I don't 
mean you won't struggle with anger or jealousy; I mean these things cannot 
characterize your life as someone who is walking in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
ASK: Do you think it's strange that Paul includes jealousy in the same list as sorcery and 
orgies? Why do you think he does this? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a flag flying at your high school to display the legacy of the 
students. What would people think if some of the words from Gal 5:17-20 were on the 
flag? Too often, students are remembered for who hosted the best parties, who slept 
with the most people, or who made the most enemies. We know these things cannot 
characterize our lives if we're trying to point people toward the power and love of Jesus. 
So, what's the alternative? 
 
READ Galatians 5:22-24 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Now, imagine a set of flags with these words flying on them. How 
amazing would it be if your school was covered in love, joy, peace, etc.?! 
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EXPLAIN: When you invest in others, you must be patient and gentle. Not everyone 
develops in their faith at the same speed or in the same ways. You also need to be a 
person of joy. Your friends already have enough things in their lives that cause a burden 
and cause sadness. Leave a legacy of joy; this will make people wonder where that joy 
comes from. 
 
(Teacher- feel free to pick out other characteristics from the fruits of the Spirit. Patience, 
gentleness, and joy stuck out from me; but you may decide to focus on others.) 
 
READ Galatians 5:25-26 
If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
EXPLAIN: Pride will destroy your ability to leave a Godly legacy. You are seeking the best 
for the other person, so there is no room to provoke that person or envy that person. 
Also, you can't envy the other upper-classmen in your youth group. Each of you should 
be committed to leaving a legacy that points people to God's greatness, so there is no 
room for pride or envy about who is leaving the "best" or "biggest" legacy. 
 
TRANSITION: Our actions should flow from our character. Once you have the 
foundation of your character in place, there are certain actions that disciple-makers 
need to focus on. Some of these will seem basic; but as we discuss them, I want you to 
think specifically about how you could put them into practice. 
 
 
PART 2: PRACTICES OF A DISCIPLE-MAKER 
 
EXPLAIN: One of the most difficult tasks is to find a time to meet with someone. Maybe 
you could meet before school or during lunch. Perhaps your youth pastor will give you a 
time on Sunday evening to begin legacy-maker groups. What I want do tonight is give 
you a few ways to make the most of your time. You don't need to meet a long time as 
long as you don't waste the time you have. Here are a few things you need to be able to 
do to leave a lasting legacy. 
 
4. Establish the power of the Holy Spirit as foundational 
 
READ Galatians 3:2-3 
Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with 
faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by 
the flesh? 
 
READ 2 Peter 1:3-4 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire. 
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EXPLAIN: Your legacy is not about what you can accomplish; but what the Holy Spirit 
can accomplish through you. A person is saved through the life-giving power of the 
Holy Spirit. This same Holy Spirit will empower their growth and godliness as a Christian.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: In some relationships, one person will take on all of the responsibility 
and will even cover for the other person when that person doesn't do the right things. 
Sometimes people call this enabling. Your legacy is not going to be positive if you 
constantly do for others what they must learn to take responsibility for in their own lives. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here's the incredible news: every believer, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, already has what is necessary to live the life God has called them to live. Your job 
is simply to help them realize the power of God's Spirit at work in their lives and show 
them what it looks like to experience this power as a Christian! 
 
*How do you do this? The next practice of a disciple-maker answers that question. 
 
 
5. Pray together 
 
READ: Acts 4:31 
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness. 
 
ASK: Raise your hand if you have prayed out loud in your youth group. How many have 
prayed out loud in "big church"? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: It can be awkward the first times we pray out loud. Even people who 
pray out loud a lot can feel uncomfortable. We usually have certain phrases we repeat a 
lot, or we say "God" or "Lord" every 5 words. I remember when I was a little kid hearing 
the deacons in my church pray before the offering and they always seemed to use the 
same strange phrases. One guy would always leave a long pause before he started; we 
thought he forgot it was his turn. I always wondered if these guys used the same 
phrases and pauses in their personal prayers at home. 
 
EXPLAIN: We often think of prayer as an individual activity (and it certainly can be), but 
the Bible talks a lot about praying together with other people. I get easily distracted 
when praying quietly by myself or listening to others pray. It's a lot easier to stay focused 
when I am praying with others. 
 
One of the greatest legacies you can leave is legacy of praying with your friends. And, 
I'm not talking about praying before the big game or before the band concert or before 
lunch or at the flag pole. Those are good things, but I'm talking about praying WITH 
THEM on a regular basis, not just over them or beside them a couple of times per year. 
 
*Seniors, you will set the stage for how your youth group approaches prayer. Pray 
together consistently and passionately, and do this more than Wednesday nights or 
Sunday mornings. 
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6. Study the Bible together 
 
READ 2 Timothy 2:1-2 
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you 
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will 
be able to teach others also. 
 
EXPLAIN: Bible reading is a lot like prayer. We think of it as an individual activity, but 
Bible reading should often be a group activity. Be patient with your friends as they learn 
to find books in the Bible and as they learn about Bible characters. Ask questions 
together.   
 
*Remember that your job is not to lecture your friend. Your goal is to read and explore 
the Bible with them. During the times that you meet together, the person you are 
investing in should "lead" the Bible reading and Bible study times as much as you do. 
Your goal is that they will be able to teach others, and this won't happen if you do all of 
the talking and all of the study.  
 
 
7. Identify their gifts for service and evangelism 
 
READ James 1:22 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
 
READ 1 Corinthians 12:7 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Think about your favorite activity or hobby--maybe sports, or band, or 
cooking, or art. Imagine that you go to art class and the teacher lectures on the history 
of art, makes you read books on the philosophy of art, and tells you how much fun art is. 
And that's the end of the class. You would think, "I wanted to create something, do 
something."  
 
EXPLAIN: The joy of following Jesus comes from putting our faith into action. The first 
three things we talked about (the power of the Holy Spirit, prayer, and Bible study) are 
foundational actions. They are the avenue to experiencing the power and presence of 
God in your life. But we must remember that God gave us His Word (James 1:22) and 
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7) so our actions would impact others.  
 
*Serving others and telling people about the Good News of Jesus is something we 
should do together. Let your legacy be about leading others to put their faith into 
action! See how God has gifted and shaped them, then encourage them to be active in 
serving others and sharing their faith alongside you.  
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8. Deal with some big questions  
 
EXPLAIN: As you spend time with people, they are going to raise some difficult 
questions about the Bible and Christianity. I hope you won't feel tempted to give quick 
an easy answers. It's important in these times to remain humble and to show the other 
person you want to explore these questions to understand God more. When you get 
hard questions, how you answer the question is as important as what your answer might 
be. God has probably taught me more through hard questions from other people than 
through any other way. We don't have to be afraid of hard questions, and we don't have 
to be sucked into giving easy answers.  
 
*Let your legacy be one of exploring and learning new things, not running away from 
hard questions. 
 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Many of you plan to be doctors, or teachers, or engineers, or 
contractors. Whatever you do, you won't learn to do it simply by reading books. Doctors 
learn to perform surgery by observing it, then doing it, then being able to teach 
someone else to do it. We need the same things as Christians. You will never truly 
understand something until you do it yourself and are able to teach someone else to do 
it. We don't want you to come to Super Summer and learn a bunch of new information. 
We want you to go home and put these things into action. It's the only way you'll truly 
learn and grow. 
 
 
TRANSITION: Make the most of every opportunity. Being a senior in high school is a 
unique time in life. In college, upper-classmen have some influence; but it's not the 
same as the influence you can have in high school.  
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GO 
 
EXPLAIN: God has purposefully shaped and prepared your life to make a lasting impact 
on other people. Don't waste the opportunity to do what He's called you to do.  
 
(Leaders- This would be a good opportunity to pray over the students as they prepare to 
head out from the week and move toward what lies ahead. Pray they will make the most 
of the opportunities ahead of them. Pray they will establish a God-honoring legacy by 
investing in people who will then invest in others.) 
 
------ 
 
Group Time:  
-In whom can you invest this year?  (Help the students think through their life circles. 
Make sure they don't overlook obvious ones, such as siblings or co-workers. Other 
options might be teammates, band members, long-time friends, new people at school, 
etc.) 
 
-What will be the main barriers to creating a legacy this year?  (examples: schedule 
too busy; introvert and don't like to talk with others; don't know very many people; 
people have a bad perception of me right now and I don't think they'd trust me; feel 
incompetent, don't know enough; etc.)  
=Group Leaders- I hope you'll spend a good percentage of your time on this question, 
because I think one of your main roles could be removing some barriers for students 
before they get back to school. They need to take action during the summer to prepare 
for their Senior Year legacy. 
 
-What things do you need to learn how to do in order to make disciples?   
 
-What characteristics do you need to develop in order to make disciples?  
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Green School - TPM - Teaching Sheet - Legacy 
 

READY 
OPENING: Have you noticed how certain words just get overused?  
ASK: What are some of these overused buzzwords that get on your nerves?  
EXPLAIN: One term that has become popular lately in the church is disciple-making.   
 
TRANSITION: We've been talking all week during the night sessions about leaving a legacy. How 
do I leave this legacy? How do I make disciples?  
 

SET 
PART 1: CHARACTERISTICS OF A DISCIPLE-MAKER 
READ Galatians 5:16-21 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the 
flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
EXPLAIN: The main characteristic of a disciple-maker is someone who has experienced the 
power of God's Spirit in his or her own life and is actively walking in the power of the Spirit.  
ASK: Do you think it's strange that Paul includes jealousy in the same list as sorcery & orgies?  
ILLUSTRATION: Flag flying at your high school to display the legacy of the students.  
 
READ Galatians 5:22-24 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Now, imagine a set of flags with these words flying on them. 
EXPLAIN: When you invest in others, you must be patient and gentle. Not everyone develops in 
their faith at the same speed or in the same ways. You also need to be a person of joy. 
 
READ Galatians 5:25-26 
If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
EXPLAIN: Pride will destroy your ability to leave a Godly legacy.  
 
TRANSITION: Our actions should flow from our character. Once you have the foundation of 
your character in place, there are certain actions that disciple-makers need to focus on.  
 
 
PART 2: PRACTICES OF A DISCIPLE-MAKER 
 
EXPLAIN: You don't need to meet a long time as long as you don't waste the time you have.  
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1. Establish the power of the Holy Spirit as foundational 
READ Galatians 3:2-3 
Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 
Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 
READ 2 Peter 1:3-4 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
EXPLAIN: Not about what you can accomplish; but what the Spirit can accomplish through you.  
ILLUSTRATION: Your legacy is not going to be positive if you constantly do for others what they 
must learn to take responsibility for in their own lives. 
EXPLAIN: Here's the incredible news: every believer, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
already has what is necessary to live the life God has called them to live. How? Prayer 
 
2. Pray together 
READ: Acts 4:31 
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 
ASK: Raise your hand if you have prayed out loud in your youth group. In "big church"? 
ILLUSTRATION: It can be awkward the first times we pray out loud.  
EXPLAIN: We often think of prayer as an individual activity (and it certainly can be), but the Bible 
talks a lot about praying together with other people.  
 
3. Study the Bible together 
READ 2 Timothy 2:1-2 
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also. 
EXPLAIN: Bible reading should be a group activity. Remember that your job is not to lecture 
your friend. Your goal is to read and explore the Bible with them, so they can teach others.  
 
4. Identify their gifts for service and evangelism 
READ James 1:22 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
READ 1 Corinthians 12:7 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
ILLUSTRATION: Think about your favorite activity or hobby--maybe sports, or band, or cooking, 
or art. Imagine that you go to art class and you learn, but you never actually do art.  
EXPLAIN: The joy of following Jesus comes from putting our faith into action.  
 
5. Deal with some big questions  
EXPLAIN: How you answer the question is as important as what your answer might be. 
ILLUSTRATION: Doctors learn to perform surgery by observing it, then doing it, then teaching 
someone else to do it.  
 
TRANSITION: Make the most of every opportunity.  
 

GO 
(Leaders- This would be a good opportunity to pray over the students and their 
legacies.) 
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