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THANK YOU for your willingness to be involved with the discipleship of students during 
the weeks of Super Summer, Oklahoma. Super Summer exists to inspire and equip 
students as Kingdom-minded leaders.  This task can only happen with your diligent 
study and prayer over this material and your school. This ORANGE SCHOOL material 
has been prayerfully and thoughtfully prepared in order to help disciple the students 
who will be in attendance. 
 
If ORANGE SCHOOL is the only year a student attends Super Summer, Oklahoma, 
he/she will receive deep, discipleship teaching that will enable them to begin their 
sophomore year with biblical confidence and a firm footing in their spiritual growth. 
However, if a student attended in previous years, this material will build on the topics 
they learned in their previous schools and help bring a deeper understanding of those 
topics. 
 
The TEACHING  structure being implemented with this material consists of 9 teaching 
sessions, Tuesday –Thursday, for each school, (AM, Mid, PM). The AM and Mid teaching 
times will discuss 6 core topics at age appropriate levels. These topics include: Bible 
Study 101, Personal Holiness, Moral Boundaries, Prayer, Witness, & Accountability. The 
PM teaching times will be age/color specific for the schools focusing on a particular idea 
for each grade level. 
 
ORANGE SCHOOL CURRICULUM has been written to help students learn what it 
means to live in COMMUNITY as Christians 
 
EACH LESSON contains an overview describing what the other schools are studying on 
the same subject, teaching notes, teaching guides, and examples of handouts to be 
utilized in class. 
 
 Overview - Table format & description containing details concerning each 
 schools teaching 
  
 Expanded Teaching Notes  - Background information for teaching material and 
 descriptions  of key  terms used in the teaching guides 
 
 Teaching Sheets  - designed to be printed front-back for ease-of-use during 
 your teaching time 
 
Additionally , several of the lessons have handouts for the students and examples are in 
the material for your review and to make copies. 
 
THANK YOU, once again, for being a part of Super Summer, Oklahoma. We are praying 
for you as you prepare.  
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Curriculum  
 
 
 
Super Summer exists to inspire and equip students as Kingdom-minded 
leaders. To assist in achieving that goal we have developed curriculum that 
is targeted at specific, age level, discipleship needs. 
 
RED - Foundation - Building your faith 
BLUE - Commitment - Commitment to your faith 
ORANGE - Community – Community in your faith 
YELLOW - Service - Working in your faith 
GREEN - Legacy - Leaving a Legacy of faith 
SILVER - Influence - Influencing with your faith 
 
 
Overview of the Lesson Format: Ready – Set – Go 
 

Ready 
• Opening Illustrations and Ideas 
• Setting the stage for the students 
 

Set 
• Outline of the Main Teaching Points 
• Questions and Illustrations 
• Additional Commentary as needed 
 

Go 
• Concluding Points and Illustrations 
• Summarizing the Material 
• Transitioning Students to their Group Time 
 
 
Explanation of the Teaching Notes 
 

The terms in all-caps are intended to guide you through the teaching process. When the 
term “EXPLAIN,” is used, don’t think you have to read this section verbatim; the term is 
just being used to distinguish the section from questions, illustrations, etc. Also, the 
“ASK” lines can be actual questions soliciting a response or rhetorical questions 
providing opportunity for silent reflection. Include some student feedback to keep them 
engaged, but some groups do well with rhetorical questions as well. Expand upon the 
points you find particularly important and gloss over other sections. Teach according to 
the needs of your group and according to the leadership of God’s Spirit. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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orange school 
teaching breakdown 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AM 

 
 
 

MID 

 
 
 

PM 

 
 
 
 

Tues 

 
Bible Study 101 

 
Tools that encourage 
personal interaction 

with scripture.  

 
Personal 
Holiness 

 
The purpose of 

holiness is not to 
bring glory to self, 

but to bring glory to 
God. 

 
Community 

 
Introduce and 

Define 
Community; How 

do we live 
alongside others 

as Christians. 
 

 
 
 
 

Wed 

 
Moral 

Boundaries 
 

How to honor God 
with our bodies  

 
Prayer 

 
Focus on trusting and 

obeying God’s will.  

 
Community 

 
Treating people 

well to build 
incredible 

community. 

 
 
 
 

Thurs 

 
Witness 

 
A model for talking 
to your friends or 
family members 

about Jesus. 

 
Accountability 

 
Discuss the role 

friends play in our 
development as 

leaders. 

 
Community 

 
Create an action 
plan for how you 

can pursue biblical 
community. 
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Tues AM 
Bible Study 101 
 
 
 

 Genre Bible Study Tool 

Red Law Genre 4 Questions to Study Bible; 
Introduction to Genres 

Blue Narrative Genre Using Journalistic Questions; 
Identifying the Main Themes 

Orange Gospel Genre Compare/Contrast; Reading 
the Bible as a Big Picture 
Story 

Yellow Wisdom Genre  Word Studies; Introduction 
to Translations 

Green Letters Genre Inductive Bible Study 
Method 

Silver Prophecy Genre & Revelation Applying the Scriptures to 
Our Lives and Contemporary 
Culture 

 
 
Overview of Bible Study 101 
One of the simplest keys to studying Scripture is remembering that we don’t read a 
novel the same way we read a cookbook. Similarly, we don’t read a letter from Paul the 
same way we read Proverbs. We want students to know that the Bible is a unified, 
powerful story of God's grace and love; at the same time, God has given us this Story 
through multiple forms (genres).  
 
For the Bible study tools, any of these can stand alone as a way to approach Scripture, 
but taken together they form a broad foundation for hermeneutics. In the modern 
world, we have an overwhelming number of Bible study tools and resources, but here 
we are going to focus on "tools" that encourage personal interaction with the text. There 
is value in websites, computer programs, and commentaries, but we don't want 
students to rely on these sources or go to them as the first resort. The group time will 
provide a way for the students to practice the Bible study tool. 
 
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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 Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 
Tues AM - Bible Study 101 

 
 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Genre = Gospel (specifically the four Gospels of the New Testament, but also including 
Paul's references to the Gospel and the general storyline of the Bible which is "Gospel") 
 
Tool = Comparing/Contrasting sections of Scripture; Reading the Bible as a Big Picture 
Story 
 
Goal = Help students see Jesus as THE Good News of Scripture 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- What is the Gospel? 
• “Set (Part 1)”- The Bible as Gospel 
• “Set (Part 2)”- The Synoptic Gospels and John's Gospel 
• “Go”- The Goals of the Gospel 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION  
 
ASK- What's the best news you've ever received?  
 
[Teachers- you might want to share your own answer to this question, especially if it's a 
good opening, attention-getting story] 
 
EXPLAIN: We love to receive good news, especially in a world that is full of so much bad 
news. Today we're talking about how to study the part of the Bible called the Gospels.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Gospel isn't a word we use much in daily life, but it simply means "Good 
News".  
 
EXPLAIN: it was a well-known word in the ancient world. It could be used to announce 
the good news of a wedding or the good news of a victory battle.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: On a stone in modern-day Turkey, archaeologists found words 
inscribed for Augustus Caesar. On this stone, Caesar is called a savior, and it says “the 
birthday of the god Augustus was the beginning of the gospel for the world that came 
by reason of him.”  
 
EXPLAIN: Based on this background, Gospel is a powerful word to describe who Jesus is 
and what He did. We believe Jesus is the Savior and brings the Good News, not Caesar.   
 
ASK: Based on what you know about the Bible, why was Jesus such good news? Who 
was he and what did he do to make people call him savior and the bringer of the Good 
News?  
 
TRANSITION: That’s right, his death was certainly important, as was his life and his 
teaching. The key word for the Gospel is Messiah. Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah—
Rescuer—who would bring everything to perfect completion and victory. We need to 
understand this part of the Gospel before we learn to read the four Gospels at the 
beginning of the New Testament.  
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SET 
 
PART 1: THE BIBLE AS GOSPEL 
 
EXPLAIN: Part of learning how to read the Bible is seeing how the entire book is a story 
of God's plan to create a people for His glory, and to rescue and restore these people 
when they turn away from Him. The Bible is confusing when we don't see how the 
different parts fit together. 
 
ASK: What is the first Gospel in the Bible? 
 
EXPLAIN: Well, it’s a bit of a trick question, but it seems that the first Gospel in the Bible 
is in Genesis. 
 
READ: Genesis 3:15 [God said to the serpent,] “I will put hostility between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her seed. He will strike your head, and you will 
strike his heel.” 
 
EXPLAIN: Adam and Eve had sinned. The Bible teaches that sin brought death and 
destruction in the world. The world was broken. The relationship between God and His 
people was broken,  and the relationships between people also became broken (just 
see the killing of Abel by Cain).  
 
EMPHASIZE: Even in the midst of this chaos, God gave the Gospel. He would defeat the 
enemy.  
 
ASK: Based on Genesis 3:15, who would defeat the enemy? (The woman’s seed) 
 
EXPLAIN: The Old Testament lays out God’s Good News for His people over and over 
again in the midst of sin and trouble.  
 
ASK: How did He provide this Good News in the Old Testament? (Law/sacrifices/priests; 
patriarchs; Kings; prophets — *walk the students through a broad OT sweep) 
 
EMPHASIZE: When we read Scripture, we begin to see the Gospel—Good News—at 
work.  
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 Now brothers, I want to clarify for you the gospel I proclaimed 
to you; you received it and have taken your stand on it. You are also saved by it, if you 
hold to the message I proclaimed to you — unless you believed for no purpose. For I 
passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 
that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. 
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ASK: What phrase was repeated in those verses that might stand out to you? 
 
EXPLAIN: Right, “according to the Scriptures.” Jesus’ death and resurrection were the 
good news that completed the story of Israel and the story of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. It’s interesting to see how Jesus himself talked about this.  
 
READ: Matthew 5:17 “Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did 
not come to destroy but to fulfill.” 
 
EXPLAIN: We don’t get rid of the Old Testament, like it’s the bad part, and the New 
Testament is the good part. Jesus came to fulfill, not destroy. There’s another story in the 
Gospels that makes this really clear.  
 
READ Luke 24:21-27 (before these verses, Jesus is walking along the road after His 
resurrection with two guys who don’t recognize him) They said, “But we were hoping 
that He was the One who was about to redeem Israel. Besides all this, it’s the third day 
since these things happened. Moreover, some women from our group astounded us. 
They arrived early at the tomb, and when they didn’t find His body, they came and 
reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 
didn’t see Him.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that the 
prophets have spoken! Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things and enter into His 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted for them the 
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 
 
 
TRANSITION: When we understand who Jesus was and what He came to do, it helps us 
know how to read the first four books in the New Testament. I want to help you 
understand some more about these really important books in the Bible. 
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PART 2: THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS AND JOHN'S GOSPEL 
 
EXPLAIN: The Gospels are the first four books of the New Testament.  
 
ASK: Why are there four Gospels, not just one? (Teacher—see if you can tease this 
question out a bit, because it’s an important one for New Testament studies. No one is 
sure why 4, but not 3 or 5. Different theories- such as four directions;) 
 
EXPLAIN: We don’t know exactly why we have 4, not less or more, but the main thing is 
that we don’t have only 1. God has given us multiple pictures of Jesus’ life. We’re able to 
see it from multiple perspectives.  
 
EXPLAIN: The first 3 books listed in the New Testament are Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
There’s a fancy word for these books—“synoptic.” This is a word that means “see 
together.” So, we can read these books alongside each other because they contain 
similar stories about Jesus. John also includes some of the same stories, but it’s unique, 
as we’ll see in a minute. 
 
EMPHASIZE: There are two different ways to read the Gospels. The first is horizontally—
you read a story in Matthew, then compare it with the same story in Mark. Another way 
to read is vertically—you just read each Gospel straight through and understand it as its 
own book. 
 
EXPLAIN: Both methods are helpful. I want us to look at an example of horizontal 
reading, because it’s really interesting. 
 
ASK: Before we do that, does anyone know the name of the place where Jesus prayed 
and sweat drops of tears before he was arrested and killed?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, the Garden of Gethsemane, but why do we call it that? Let me show 
how this horizontal reading works.  
 
READ: Matthew 26:36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and He 
told the disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 
 
READ: Mark 14:32 Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and He told His 
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 
 
READ: Luke 22:39 He went out and made His way as usual to the Mount of Olives, and 
the disciples followed Him. 
 
READ: John 18:1 After Jesus had said these things, He went out with His disciples across 
the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, and He and His disciples went into it. 
 
EXPLAIN: It’s only when you read the four stories together, that you see the picture 
come together. The Gospel writers tell a lot of common stories, though they don’t 
always use the same words or styles. When they use the exact same words, it shows us 
that they probably borrowed from a common document, or borrowed from each other. 
John doesn’t follow the same pattern. 
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EXPLAIN: It’s interesting to compare stories, but I also want you to remember that we 
need to reach each of the Gospels on their own, as a complete story. Each is unique. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Matthew connects a lot with the Old Testament and with the Jewish 
background. Mark deals with disciples who were scared to follow Jesus (and many 
people think Mark was the first to be written). Luke includes a lot about people who are 
on the edge of society—women, Samaritans, tax collectors, the poor. 
 
EXPLAIN: John’s Gospel seems unique. He includes different stories and has a different 
style. There’s one section at the end of John when he tells us his exact purpose for 
writing. 
 
READ: John 20:30-31- Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples 
that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name. 
 
ASK: So, what’s the purpose of the Gospel? 
 
EMPHASIZE: Yeah, John couldn’t include everything about Jesus; he wanted to focus on 
what he could write so that people would come to believe in Jesus as the Messiah and 
experience life. 
 
EXPLAIN: So, this brings up one last point about the Gospels in your Bible.  
 
ASK: Have you heard of any other gospels, besides the ones in the Bible? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, if you walk into Barnes and Noble or look online, you can find 
information about other books that were called gospels, like the Gospel of Thomas or 
Gospel of Peter. 
 
ASK: Does anyone know why these other books called gospels weren't included in the 
Bible? 
 
EXPLAIN: The main reason is they were written later, often to supply stories or teachings 
of Jesus that people thought should’ve been included. Some of the sayings may come 
from Jesus, but most of the material doesn’t seem to fit his life. 
 
EMPHASIZE: But here’s the biggest reason they don’t fit. These other gospels are 
groups of sayings or random collections of stories. They aren’t designed to show Jesus 
as the Messiah, as the fulfillment of the New Testament. In other words, they don’t do 
the work the New Testament Gospels were designed to do. The Good News of Scripture 
is that through Jesus we have hope and victory over sin and death. 
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GO: THE GOALS OF THE GOSPEL 
 
EXPLAIN: Anytime we talk about studying the Bible, there's a danger we'd only think 
about using our mind. But, the Gospel isn't simply an intellectual thing. It's the Power of 
God to Save Your Life and Transform You.  
 
READ: Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for 
salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 
 
EMPHASIZE: I want to end with these 3 goals of the Gospel: 
 
1. The Gospel Saves- Because of who Jesus is and what He has done, those who believe 

in Him will be saved. Sin and death are defeated. Being a spiritual leader isn't about 
your personality or skills. Being a leader begins with the work of God to save you. 
*Never lose sight of this. 

2. The Gospel Transforms- The work of God in our lives doesn't stop at salvation. Your 
development as a leader is about understanding how the Good News of Jesus 
transforms every area of your life. God is at work to transform you and your friends 
into the image of Jesus.  

3. The Gospel Spreads- Whoever believes in Jesus will experience this salvation and 
transformation. But how can people hear and believe the Gospel, unless someone 
goes and tells them? The Gospel must be spread. When we experience salvation and 
see how God transforms our lives, we'll do whatever it takes to spread the Gospel to 
others.  

 
APPLICATION: This is often a scary thing--spreading the Gospel. But do you know one 
of the best and easiest ways to do this? Just read the Gospels in the New Testament with 
someone who hasn't read them before. Invite someone to read the Gospels with you. As 
they see the power and love of Jesus, they will begin to see the Good News of God at 
work in their own lives.  
 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time: 
 
1. What are some other ways you’ve learned to define the Gospel?  
2. What Old Testament story stands out to you as the clearest/most powerful picture of 

the Gospel? 
3. Which way of reading the Gospels—horizontally (comparing them to each other) or 

vertically (reading straight through)—seems most interesting to you? 
4. With whom could you read the Gospels as a way to start spiritual conversations? 
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Orange School - TAM - Teaching Sheet - Bible Study 101 
 

READY- WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: ASK - What's the best news you've ever received?  
[Teachers- you might want to share your own answer to this question] 
EXPLAIN: We love to receive good news, especially in a world that is full of so much bad news. 
Today we're talking about how to study the part of the Bible called the Gospels.  
EMPHASIZE: Gospel isn't a word we use much in daily life, but it simply means "Good News".  
EXPLAIN: it was a well-known word in the ancient world. It could be used to announce the good 
news of a wedding or the good news of a victory battle.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: On a stone in modern-day Turkey, archaeologists found words inscribed for 
Augustus Caesar. On this stone, Caesar is called a savior, and it says “the birthday of the god 
Augustus was the beginning of the gospel for the world that came by reason of him.”  
EXPLAIN: Based on this background, Gospel is a powerful word to describe who Jesus is and 
what He did. We believe Jesus is the Savior and brings the Good News, not Caesar.   
 
ASK: Based on what you know about the Bible, why was Jesus such good news? Who was he and 
what did he do to make people call him savior and the bringer of the Good News?  
 
TRANSITION: That’s right, his death was certainly important, as was his life and his teaching. The 
key word for the Gospel is Messiah. Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah—Rescuer—who would 
bring everything to perfect completion and victory. 
 
SET 
PART 1: THE BIBLE AS GOSPEL 
EXPLAIN: Part of learning how to read the Bible is seeing how the entire book is a story of God's 
plan to create a people for His glory, and to rescue and restore these people when they turn 
away from Him. The Bible is confusing when we don't see how the parts fit together. 
 
ASK: What is the first Gospel in the Bible? (Admittedly, a trick question) 
READ: Genesis 3:15 [God said to the serpent,] “I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
ASK: Based on Genesis 3:15, who would defeat the enemy? (The woman’s seed) 
ASK: How did He provide this Good News in the Old Testament? (Law/sacrifices/priests; 
patriarchs; Kings; prophets — *walk the students through a broad OT sweep) 
 
EMPHASIZE: When we read Scripture, we begin to see the Gospel—Good News—at work.  
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:1-5  
ASK: What phrase was repeated in those verses that might stand out to you? 
EXPLAIN: Right, “according to the Scriptures.” Jesus’ death and resurrection were the good 
news that completed the story of Israel and the story of the Old Testament Scriptures.  
READ: Matthew 5:17 
EXPLAIN: Jesus came to fulfill, not destroy.  
READ Luke 24:21-27 (before these verses, Jesus is walking along the road after His resurrection 
with two guys who don’t recognize him) 
TRANSITION: When we understand who Jesus was and what He came to do, it helps us know 
how to read the first four books in the New Testament. 
 
PART 2: THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS AND JOHN'S GOSPEL 
ASK: The Gospels are the first four books of the NT. Why are there 4 Gospels, not 1? 
EXPLAIN: God has given us multiple pictures/perspectives of Jesus’ life.  
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EMPHASIZE: There are two different ways to read the Gospels. The first is horizontally—you read 
a story in Matthew, then compare it with the same story in Mark. Another way to read is 
vertically—you just read each Gospel straight through and understand it as its own book. 
 
EXPLAIN: I want us to look at an example of horizontal reading, because it’s really interesting. 
ASK: Before we do that, does anyone know the name of the place where Jesus prayed and sweat 
drops of tears before he was arrested and killed?  
EXPLAIN: Yeah, the Garden of Gethsemane, but why do we call it that?  
READ: Matthew 26:36; Mark 14:32; Luke 22:39; and John 18:1 
 
EXPLAIN: It’s interesting to compare stories, but I also want you to remember that we need to 
reach each of the Gospels on their own, as a complete story. Each is unique. 
ASK: Based on what you know already, how are the 4 Gospels distinct? (Teacher- get students 
started by asking, “What does Matthew focus on? What makes it unique?”) 
 
EMPHASIZE: Matthew connects a lot with the Old Testament and with the Jewish background. 
Mark deals with disciples who were scared to follow Jesus (and many people think Mark was the 
first to be written). Luke includes a lot about people who are on the edge of society. John’s 
Gospel seems unique. He includes different stories and has a different style. T 
 
READ: John 20:30-31 
ASK: So, what’s the purpose of the Gospel? 
 
EXPLAIN: So, this brings up one last point about the Gospels in your Bible.  
ASK: Have you heard of any other gospels, besides the ones in the Bible? 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, if you walk into Barnes and Noble or look online, you can find information about 
other books that were called gospels, like the Gospel of Thomas or Gospel of Peter. 
 
ASK: Does anyone know why these other books called gospels weren't included in the Bible 
EXPLAIN: The main reason is they were written later, often to supply stories or teachings of 
Jesus that people thought should’ve been included. 
EMPHASIZE: But here’s the biggest reason they don’t fit- they aren’t designed to show Jesus as 
the Messiah. They don’t do the work the New Testament Gospels were designed to do. 
 
GO: THE GOALS OF THE GOSPEL 
EXPLAIN: The Gospel is the Power of God to Save Your Life and Transform You.  
READ: Romans 1:16 
EMPHASIZE: 3 goals of the Gospel: 
5. The Gospel Saves 
6. The Gospel Transforms 
7. The Gospel Spreads 
APPLICATION: This is often a scary thing--spreading the Gospel. But do you know one of the 
best and easiest ways to do this? Just read the Gospels in the New Testament with someone 
who hasn't read them before. Invite someone to read the Gospels with you. As they see the 
power and love of Jesus, they will begin to see the Good News of God at work in their own lives. 
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Tues MID 
Personal Holiness 
 
 
 
 

 Text Theme 

Red 1 Thessalonians 4; Colossians 
1 

Define Holiness= separated 
from sin; dedicated to God 

Blue Isaiah 6; Leviticus 19; 1 Peter 1 God’s holiness is the 
foundation for my holiness 

Orange 1 Peter 2 Corporate (Group) Holiness 
is related to my holiness 

Yellow Psalm 1; Psalm 119 The Holy Bible promotes my 
Holy Life 

Green Colossians 1; 1 Corinthians 1 Already/Not Yet- Personal 
Holiness is a Process 

Silver Isaiah 6; Philippians 2 Purpose of Holiness- To 
Bring God Glory and Shine 
Like a Star 

 
 
Overview of Personal Holiness 
I am trying to follow a "classical education" model throughout the schools for this 
session. We want students to learn the "grammar" of holiness in the early years--
definition, foundations, and key texts. Then, we'll expand out from there to include a 
broader picture of holiness and how it impacts those around us. In addition, I hope the 
personal holiness sessions will set the stage for more specific discussions in the moral 
boundaries sessions.  
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Tues MID - Personal Holiness 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Encourage students to consider the purpose of holiness. The purpose of holiness 
is not to bring glory to self, but to bring glory to God and bring light to a dark world.  
 
Key Texts 
• Genesis 2:18; 12:1-3 
• Exodus 19:5-6 
• 1 Peter 2:9-12 
• Hebrews 10:23-25 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Public and Group Religion 
• “Set (Part 1)”- God's Plan for People 
• “Set (Part 2)”- We Need Each Other 
• “Go”- Go Public and Be Part of a Group 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION:  
 
ASK- What are the topics people are not supposed to discuss in polite conversation? 
(Teacher- students may not know these etiquette rules; you might have to set up the 
question with a scene about sitting around the with family at the holidays, or something 
like that) 
 
That's right--things like sex, politics, money, religion. You know, those etiquette rules 
are designed to teach us that these topics are private, individual matters. And, it's true, 
not everything is a good topic for public conversation. But here's the problem: 
 
EXPLAIN: For many people, religion--including Christianity--is a private and individual 
thing. The problem with this is that the Bible teaches the exact opposite. Christianity is a 
public and group thing. God intended for us to live out our faith in public with other 
people.  
 
EMPHASIZE: As a leader, people need to see your pursuit of holiness. This doesn’t 
mean you’re showing off or trying to be a religious snob. They simply need to see your 
brokenness over sin, your desire to live your Christianity in public, and how you connect 
your life with others. You set the tone for how your youth group and friends thinks about 
holiness.  
 
TRANSITION: So, what does the Bible say about being part of a group? Why isn't 
Christianity just a private thing? 
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SET 
 
PART 1: GOD'S PLAN FOR PEOPLE 
 
READ: Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper as his complement.” 
 
EXPLAIN: In the beginning God created man--Adam, but said, It's not good for man to 
be alone. And God set up the world so that Adam and Eve would have children. God 
developed the plan that people would exist in families, and these families would live in 
groups, or communities. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Even though sin threatened to stop God’s plan—through evil actions or 
through people being prideful together at the Tower of Babel—God continued His plan 
for His people. 
 
READ: Genesis 12:1-3 The Lord said to Abram: Go out from your land, your relatives, and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I 
will bless you, I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, 
I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.  
 
EXPLAIN: God isn’t changing His mind here about using families. This story is a reversal 
of the Tower of Babel story when the people refused to be scattered and used by God.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Abraham believed God’s plan, though, and God said He would use 
Abraham to make a great nation. It’s hard to overestimate the importance of these 
verses for understanding the whole Bible. When God shapes a people for Himself, He 
will use these people to bless others. But they are only able to do this when they live 
according to God’s plan.  
 
READ: Exodus 19:5-6 Now if you will listen to Me and carefully keep My covenant, you 
will be My own possession out of all the peoples, although all the earth is Mine, and you 
will be My kingdom of priests and My holy nation. 
 
EXPLAIN: After God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt, He showed them how to 
live for Him. He did this, because through His people, God would show His holiness to 
the world. The Old Testament is a line of stories about times when this happened and 
other times when it didn’t. 
 
EMPHASIZE: But guess what?! God’s plan to show the world His holiness didn’t change 
in the New Testament. He would still use His people to do this. Only now, His people 
had experienced the power of the Messiah. They were made holy because of Jesus, and 
Jesus gave them the job of living out God’s Holy Kingdom on earth…as a group, not just 
individuals. 
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READ: 1 Peter 2:9-12 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called 
you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
 
Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to abstain from fleshly 
desires that war against you. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that 
in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by 
observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 
EXPLAIN: This is a very important and powerful set of verses. If you didn’t know about 
them before today, I hope God will use them to impact your life. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Notice that Peter describes the Christians in this church using the same 
words that we saw in Exodus 19. God is still in the business of shaping a people who will 
fulfill His plans for the world. 
 
ASK: Based on the first part of these verses, what is the purpose for God creating a 
people for Himself? 
 
EXPLAIN: That’s right, to worship God; to praise Him for rescuing us out of darkness.  
 
ASK: So, how did this happen? How did they become part of God’s people?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, it was God’s mercy. They didn't earn this. We find this reality throughout 
Scripture. We don’t earn salvation; we don’t buy our way into God’s people. It’s His 
grace and mercy. 
 
ASK: Then, as part of God’s people, what are they supposed to do?  
 
EXPLAIN: (Teacher- there are several elements within verses 11-12; feel free to expand 
any areas that seem to fit well with the students; you might want to force the students to 
think of specific examples of abstaining, warring, doing good works, etc. to keep this 
section from feeling too abstract)  
 
EMPHASIZE: Notice there are two parts to this. There’s the negative side—avoid sin. But 
there’s also a positive side, do good works. Sometimes Christians are known only for 
what they’re against, but being part of God’s people is also about doing good works so 
other people will worship Him. 
 
TRANSITION: Here’s the kicker, though—How do we do this? If we’re supposed to be 
holy. And we’re supposed to be holy as part of a group. How do we get to that point? 
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PART 2: WE NEED EACH OTHER 
 
ASK: If you go on a trip into the wilderness, why is it dangerous to be alone? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Do you remember the story in the Bible about King David having an 
affair with a lady named Bathsheeba? That situation developed partly because David 
was supposed to be at war with his army, but was instead at home. He was separated 
from his band of brothers, and it was during this time that he sinned.  
 
EMPHASIZE: We need each other. You will never be able to live the holy life God 
intended you to live without others to support and encourage you. This isn’t about 
being an introvert or extrovert. It’s not about your personality. It’s about everyone of us 
being called to be part of God’s Kingdom alongside each other. 
 
READ: Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful. And let us be concerned about one another in order to 
promote love and good works, not staying away from our worship meetings, as some 
habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing 
near. 
 
EXPLAIN: These verses emphasize how holiness comes from being part of a church. We 
need other people to be concerned about us and to encourage us.  
 
EMPHASIZE: A major key to your holiness is being actively involved in a local church.  
 
ASK: Why is this the case? How does God use a church to make us holy? 
 
1- Need godly leaders over us 
 
2- Need to learn from multiple generations 
 
3- Need to hear God’s Word and worship with God’s people 
 
4- Need to serve alongside people who have different gifts and personalities 
 
5- Need the refinement that comes from loving people I might not like 
 
EXPLAIN: You might be thinking—“So, isn’t this why people don’t like church, it’s just a 
holy huddle?”  
 
EMPHASIZE: Remember, the purpose of holiness is not for us to stay huddled up. The 
purpose of holiness is that we would be able to show the world how good and pure God 
is. God uses the holy huddle of church to shape our lives and make us holy. But He also 
calls us to live out this holiness through every part of our lives. 
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GO 
 
Here’s the question I want you to think about as we get ready to wrap up: Do I want my 
youth group to be known for being holy or being cool? 
 
*Teacher, I'd encourage you to finish the lesson with a personal story about how God 
has shaped you through interaction with other believers. Tell a story that shows students 
how growing in holiness comes through being part of a group/church. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time: 
 
• What groups are you currently part of that shape your life as a Christian? What makes 

these groups so important/impactful? 
• Have you ever heard someone say that they love Jesus but dislike the church? What's 

wrong with this type of statement? 
• How does your involvement in your local church shape your life? How can you become 

more involved in your local church so that you grow in holiness as a leader? 
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Orange School - TMID - Teaching Sheet - Personal Holiness  
 
READY- PUBLIC AND GROUP RELIGION 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : ASK- What are the topics people are not supposed to discuss in 
polite conversation? … Those etiquette rules are designed to teach us that these topics are 
private, individual matters. And, it's true, not everything is a good topic for public conversation. 
EXPLAIN: For many people, though, religion--including Christianity--is a private and individual 
thing. The problem with this is that the Bible teaches the exact opposite.  
EMPHASIZE: As a leader, people need to see your pursuit of holiness. This doesn’t mean you’re 
showing off or trying to be a religious snob. They simply need to see your brokenness over sin, 
your desire to live your Christianity in public, and how you connect your life with others.  
TRANSITION: So, what does the Bible say about this? Why isn't Christianity a private thing? 
 
SET - PART 1: GOD'S PLAN FOR PEOPLE 
READ/EXPLAIN: Genesis 2:18 
EMPHASIZE: Even though sin threatened to stop God’s plan—through evil actions or through 
people being prideful together at the Tower of Babel—God continued His plan for His people. 
 
READ: Genesis 12:1-3 
EXPLAIN: God isn’t changing His mind here about using families. This story is a reversal of the 
Tower of Babel story when the people refused to be scattered and used by God.  
EMPHASIZE: Abraham believed God’s plan, though, and God said He would use Abraham to 
make a great nation. When God shapes a people for Himself, He will use these people to bless 
others. But they are only able to do this when they live according to God’s plan.  
 
READ: Exodus 19:5-6 
EXPLAIN: After God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt, He showed them how to live for 
Him. He did this, because through His people, God would show His holiness to the world. 
EMPHASIZE: But guess what?! God’s plan to show the world His holiness didn’t change in the 
New Testament. He would still use His people to do this. Only now, His people had experienced 
the power of the Messiah. They were made holy because of Jesus, and Jesus gave them the job 
of living out God’s Holy Kingdom on earth…as a group, not just individuals. 
 
READ: 1 Peter 2:9-12 
EMPHASIZE: Peter describes the Christians in this church using the same words that we saw in 
Exodus 19. God is still in the business of shaping a people who will fulfill His plans for the world. 
 
ASK: Based on verses 9-10, what is the purpose for God creating a people for Himself? 
EXPLAIN: That’s right, to worship God; to praise Him for rescuing us out of darkness.  
 
ASK: So, how did this happen? How did they become part of God’s people?  
EXPLAIN: Yeah, it was God’s mercy. They didn't earn this. We find this reality throughout 
Scripture. We don’t earn salvation; we don’t buy our way into God’s people. 
 
ASK: Then, as part of God’s people, what are they supposed to do?  
 
EXPLAIN: (Teacher- there are several elements within verses 11-12; feel free to expand any areas 
that seem to fit well with the students; you might want to force the students to think of specific 
examples of abstaining, warring, doing good works, etc.)  
 
EMPHASIZE: Notice there are two parts to this. There’s the negative side—avoid sin. But there’s 
also a positive side, do good works. Sometimes Christians are known only for what they’re 
against, but being part of God’s people is also about doing good works. 
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TRANSITION: Here’s the kicker, though—how do we do this? If we’re supposed to be holy. And 
we’re supposed to be holy as part of a group. How do we get to that point? 
 
PART 2: WE NEED EACH OTHER 
ASK: If you go on a trip into the wilderness, why is it dangerous to be alone? 
ILLUSTRATION: David and Bathsheba- That situation developed partly because David was 
supposed to be at war with his army, but was instead at home. He was separated from his band 
of brothers, and it was during this time that he sinned.  
 
EMPHASIZE: You will never be able to live the holy life God intended you to live without others 
to support and encourage you. It’s not introvert versus extrovert. It’s about every one of us being 
called to be part of God’s Kingdom alongside each other. 
 
READ: Hebrews 10:23-25 
EXPLAIN: These verses emphasize how holiness comes from being part of a church. We need 
other people to be concerned about us and to encourage us.  
EMPHASIZE: A major key to your holiness is being actively involved in a local church.  
 
ASK: Why is this the case? How does God use a church to make us holy? 
 
1- Need godly leaders over us 
2- Need to learn from multiple generations 
3- Need to hear God’s Word and worship with God’s people 
4- Need to serve alongside people who have different gifts and personalities 
5- Need the refinement that comes from loving people I might not like 
 
EXPLAIN: You might think—“Isn’t this why people don’t like church, it’s just a holy huddle?”  
EMPHASIZE: Remember, the purpose of holiness is not for us to stay huddled up. The purpose 
of holiness is that we would be able to show the world how good and pure God is. God uses the 
holy huddle of church to shape our lives and make us holy. But He also calls us to live out this 
holiness through every part of our lives. 
 
GO- GO PUBLIC AND BE PART OF A GROUP 
 
Here’s the question I want you to think about as we get ready to wrap up: Do I want my youth 
group to be known for being holy or being cool? 
  
*Teacher, I'd encourage you to finish the lesson with a personal story about how God has 
shaped you through interaction with other believers. Tell a story that shows students how 
growing in holiness comes through being part of a group/church.  
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Tues PM 
Community 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Tues PM - Community 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session  
 
Goal = Inspire students to build biblical community so they can work together for 
spiritual growth and the spread of the Gospel. 
 
Key Texts 
• Acts 2:1-13, 37-47 
• Ezekiel 36:26-27 
• Revelation 7:9-10 
• 1 John 1:1-7 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- An Example of Dysfunctional Community 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Foundation of Biblical Community (Acts 2:1-13, 37-41) 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Picture of Biblical Community (Acts 2:41-47) 
• “Go”- An Example of Biblical Community 
 
 

READY 
 
ASK: Have you ever been in a group—a team, band, business—that just didn’t mesh? 
No one got along. You had no idea what your purpose was.  
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: ((Tell a personal story about being on a team or working at a 
business that was dysfunctional. If you don’t have one—which would be surprising—you 
can just skip to the next question.)) 
 
ASK: What does it feel like to be a part of a group like this? What are the emotions? 
What is usually said? How do people act? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, it’s frustrating to be part of a dysfunctional team. We usually want to 
quit; just walk away and do things on our own.  
 
TRANSITION: But this week we’re going to talk about a different way to live. In Orange 
School, we’re focusing on the importance of biblical community. How do we live 
alongside other Christians as the body of Christ in this world, so people will know God’s 
love and the hope of salvation? It’s not easy being part of a team, and it’s not easy living 
in community with other Christians. But, it’s part of God’s plan for His world. And today, 
we’re going to see an example in the Bible of how God intends for us to live as a 
community, as a team. 
 
 



 

22 | P a g e  
 

 
SET 
 
PART 1: FOUNDATION OF BIBLICAL COMMUNITY 
 
READ: Acts 2:1-13 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it 
filled the whole house where they were staying. And tongues, like flames of fire that 
were divided, appeared to them and rested on each one of them. Then they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability for speech. 
 
There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. When 
this sound occurred, a crowd came together and was confused because each one heard 
them speaking in his own language. And they were astounded and amazed, saying, 
“Look, aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? How is it that each of us can hear in 
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites; those who live in Mesopotamia, 
in Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs 
— we hear them speaking the magnificent acts of God in our own languages.” They 
were all astounded and perplexed, saying to one another, “What could this be?” But 
some sneered and said, “They’re full of new wine!” 
 
EXPLAIN: So, these verses are the famous story of Pentecost. And they show God’s plan 
to create biblical community by the power of His Spirit. This plan stretches all the way 
back to creation, through the story of Israel, and to the prophets. One of these prophets 
was Ezekiel. 
 
READ: Ezekiel 36:26-27 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will 
remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will place My Spirit within you 
and cause you to follow My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances. 
 
ASK: Does anyone remember the picture that God gave Ezekiel to show how God would 
bring the people together and put His Spirit in them? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, it was the valley of dry bones. God brought together those bones, gave 
them life, and formed them into an army of people.  
 
EXPLAIN: When the believers at Pentecost experienced the power of God’s Spirit, it was 
confusing to the other people there. Because when God’s Spirit moves, He brings 
people together from all kinds of backgrounds and works in their lives in ways that no 
one else would expect. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Don’t miss that reality this week. God loves to create community out of 
diversity, and it will be confusing to those around us. We know God loves diverse 
communities, because Revelation shows us a picture of people from every background 
worshipping God. 
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READ: Revelation 7:9-10 After this I looked, and there was a vast multitude from every 
nation, tribe, people, and language, which no one could number, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb. They were robed in white with palm branches in their 
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
 
EXPLAIN: As Christians, we have the chance to show God’s salvation to the world when 
we’re part of diverse, worshipping communities.   
 
TRANSITION: To prove that the people weren’t drunk, Peter preached a sermon that 
showed how God had always planned to pour out His Holy Spirit on those who followed 
the Messiah. Jesus was the Messiah and God was keeping His promise. So, check out 
what happened next. 
 
READ: Acts 2:37-40 When they heard this, they came under deep conviction and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Brothers, what must we do?” “Repent,” Peter said to 
them, “and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and 
for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” And 
with many other words he testified and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved from this 
corrupt generation!” 
 
EXPLAIN: Peter explains the hope of salvation in Jesus. Everything that would happen in 
the Church began with this foundation of salvation and the work of God’s Spirit. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Don’t miss this. What we see here in Acts is the key difference between 
biblical community and every other type of community you’re a part of. Biblical 
community is built around faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
TRANSITION: We actually see this several other places in the New Testament. And one 
place actually uses the word for fellowship—Koinonia. 
 
READ: 1 John 1:1-7 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have observed and have touched with our hands, 
concerning the Word of life — that life was revealed, and we have seen it and we testify 
and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 
what we have seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may have fellowship 
along with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
Now this is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light, and 
there is absolutely no darkness in Him. If we say, “We have fellowship with Him,” yet we 
walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth. But if we walk in the light 
as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
ASK: What communities, or groups, are represented in here? ((You’ll probably need to 
prime the pump by asking—“Who is on a sports team?” Then, hopefully students will 
mention bands, Student Council, jobs, etc.)) 
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EXPLAIN: There is something about every one of those groups that bonds you together 
with the people there. In the Bible, the thing that bonds us together is a common 
experience of salvation through Jesus by the power of God’s Spirit. If we don’t have that, 
every attempt to form community will be fake, and human-centered.  
 
EMPHASIZE: And, on top of that, 1 John says our fellowship—our community, or 
koinonia—with one another is based on how we live. So, what bonds us together is not 
only a common experience of salvation, but also a common way of living.  
 
TRANSITION: So, what does it look like to live out this biblical community? 
 
 
PART 2: PICTURE OF BIBLICAL COMMUNITY 
 
READ: Acts 2:41-47 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day 
about 3,000 people were added to them. And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers.  
 
Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being performed 
through the apostles. Now all the believers were together and held all things in 
common. They sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, 
as anyone had a need. Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the 
temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joyful 
and humble attitude, praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day 
the Lord added to them those who were being saved. 
 
ASK: What stands out to you from those verses?  
 
EXPLAIN: (I’m hesitant to provide too many notes here, because it’s such a well-known 
passage and there are so many areas to explore. Below are some general ideas/helps, 
but you’ll likely want to pull from your personal teaching notes b/c you probably have a 
preferred way to teach this passage.) 
 
#1- A Common Message: The Apostle’s Teaching- In Matthew 28:20, Jesus told His 
disciples to teach others to obey His commands. In Acts 2, the early Christians are doing 
just that. They want to know who God is and how He has created us to live. Biblical 
community is formed when we gather around God’s Word, and the words of a single 
person don’t dominate. 
 
#2- A Common Worship: Breaking Bread and Prayer- The believers grew in their faith as 
they worshipped together. They continued going to the Temple, but they also 
worshipped together in smaller house gatherings. They celebrated the Lord’s Supper 
together and prayed together. For these believers, worship was a participation sport, not 
a spectator sport. And they experienced the power of God’s Spirit through miracles and 
signs from the apostles.  
 
#3- A Common Way of Life: Held All Things in Common- They weren’t selfish with their 
possessions. They cared for one another and shared with one another.  
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#4- A Common Attitude: Joy and Humility- These believers praised God for His work. 
They were joyful and humble. And verse 47 says this attitude even impacted people who 
weren’t in their church. In Philippians 2:14-15, Paul told the people not to grumble or 
argue, because it would allow them to shine like stars in the darkness. It’s hard to have 
biblical community when people are grumbling and arguing. 
 
#5- A Common Mission: The Lord’s Salvation- The early Church knew God was the one 
who added people to their number. They didn’t manipulate others to follow Jesus. They 
simply lived out the Christian life and shared the Gospel. Then, they helped these new 
believers grow in their faith and find a place in the community. 
 
ASK: Can you imagine being part of this kind of community? What stands in the way of 
it? What prevents us from having biblical community like the Acts 2 church?  
 
 
TRANSITION: God has created us to live together on mission. We need one another. A 
few minutes ago, I shared with you about a very dysfunctional group I was part of. 
Obviously not every team or business is that bad. Today, as we get ready to wrap up, I 
want to tell you about the best experience of biblical community I’ve had. 
 

GO 
 
ILLUSTRATION: ((Teacher- Share your favorite personal illustration of biblical community 
in action; or feel free to weave together several examples to paint a picture for the 
students of what it looks like for believers to share and be on mission together.)) 
 
EXPLAIN: Over the next few days, we’ll explore what it looks like to live on mission 
together. Let me pray for us as we end.  
 
------ 
 
Group Time:  
 
-We heard earlier about a bad group experience. What’s the most dysfunctional group 
you’ve been part of? How did it make you feel? 
 
-Our focus today has been on community. We need one another. But, how do you 
handle this if you’re an introvert? How do our personalities impact our approach to 
community? 
 
-How does social media impact biblical community? Can we live out the one another’s 
digitally or does it need to be in person? 
 
-Let’s look at the end of Acts 2. What stood out to you as the keys to biblical 
community? What do you want to work on in your own life?  
 
-What barriers do we need to remove in our churches that prevent Acts 2 community 
from developing?  
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Orange School - TPM - Teaching Sheet - Community 
 

 
READY- AN EXAMPLE OF DYSFUNCTIONAL COMMUNITY 
ASK: Have you ever been in a group—a team, band, business—that just didn’t mesh? 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : ((Tell a personal story about being on a team or working at a 
business that was dysfunctional. If you don’t have one, just skip to the next question.)) 
ASK: What does it feel like to be a part of a group like this? What are the emotions? What is 
usually said? How do people act? 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we usually want to quit; just walk away and do things on our own.  
 
TRANSITION: But this week we’re going to talk about a different way to live. In Orange School, 
we’re focusing on the importance of biblical community. How do we live alongside other 
Christians as the body of Christ in this world, so people will know God’s love and the hope of 
salvation? It’s not easy being part of a team, and it’s not easy living in community with other 
Christians. But, it’s part of God’s plan for His world. And today, we’re going to see an example in 
the Bible of how God intends for us to live as a community, as a team. 
 
SET - PART 1: FOUNDATION OF BIBLICAL COMMUNITY 
READ: Acts 2:1-13 
EXPLAIN: So, these verses are the famous story of Pentecost. And they show God’s plan to 
create biblical community by the power of His Spirit. This plan stretches all the way back to 
creation, through the story of Israel, and to the prophets. One of these prophets was Ezekiel. 
READ: Ezekiel 36:26-27 
ASK: Does anyone remember the picture that God gave Ezekiel to show how God would bring 
the people together and put His Spirit in them? (Valley of dry bones) 
 
EXPLAIN: When the believers at Pentecost experienced the power of God’s Spirit, it was 
confusing to the other people there. Because when God’s Spirit moves, He brings people 
together from all kinds of backgrounds and works in their lives in powerful ways. 
EMPHASIZE: Don’t miss that reality this week. God loves to create community out of diversity, 
and it will be confusing to those around us. We know God loves diverse communities, because 
Revelation shows us a picture of people from every background worshipping God. 
READ: Revelation 7:9-10 
EXPLAIN: As Christians, we have the chance to show God’s salvation to the world when we’re 
part of diverse, worshipping communities.   
 
TRANSITION: To prove that the people weren’t drunk, Peter preached a sermon that showed 
how God had always planned to pour out His Holy Spirit on those who followed the Messiah. 
Jesus was the Messiah and God was keeping His promise. So, check out what happened next. 
 
READ: Acts 2:37-40 
EXPLAIN: Peter explains the hope of salvation in Jesus. Everything that would happen in the 
Church began with this foundation of salvation and the work of God’s Spirit. 
EMPHASIZE: What we see here in Acts is the key difference between biblical community and 
every other type of community. Biblical community is built around faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
TRANSITION: We actually see this several other places in the New Testament. And one place 
actually uses the word for fellowship—Koinonia. 
READ: 1 John 1:1-7 
ASK: What communities, or groups, are represented in here? (Groups, teams, clubs, etc) 
EXPLAIN: There is something about every one of those groups that bonds you together. In the 
Bible, what bonds us together is a common experience of salvation through Jesus.  
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EMPHASIZE: On top of that, 1 John says our fellowship—our community, or koinonia—with one 
another is based on how we live. So, what bonds us together is not only a common experience 
of salvation, but also a common way of living.  
TRANSITION: So, what does it look like to live out this biblical community? 
 
PART 2: PICTURE OF BIBLICAL COMMUNITY 
READ: Acts 2:41-47 
ASK: What stands out to you from those verses?  
(Teacher- I’m hesitant to provide too many notes here, because it’s such a well-known passage. 
Below are some general ideas/helps, but you’ll likely want to pull from your personal teaching 
notes b/c you probably have a preferred way to teach this passage.) 
 
#1- A Common Message: The Apostle’s Teaching- In Matthew 28:20, Jesus told His disciples to 
teach others to obey His commands. In Acts 2, the early Christians are doing just that. They want 
to know who God is and how He has created us to live. 
 
#2- A Common Worship: Breaking Bread and Prayer- The believers grew in their faith as they 
worshipped together. They continued going to the Temple, but they also worshipped together 
in smaller house gatherings. They celebrated the Lord’s Supper together and prayed together. 
For these believers, worship was a participation sport, not a spectator sport.  
 
#3- A Common Way of Life: Held All Things in Common- They weren’t selfish with their 
possessions. They cared for one another and shared with one another.  
 
#4- A Common Attitude: Joy and Humility- These believers praised God for His work. They were 
joyful and humble. And verse 47 says this attitude even impacted people who weren’t in their 
church. In Philippians 2:14-15, Paul told the people not to grumble or argue, because it would 
allow them to shine like stars in the darkness. 
 
#5- A Common Mission: The Lord’s Salvation- The early Church knew God was the one who 
added people to their number. They didn’t manipulate others to follow Jesus. They simply lived 
out the Christian life and shared the Gospel. Then, they helped these new believers grow in their 
faith and find a place in the community. 
 
ASK: Can you imagine being part of this kind of community? What stands in the way of it? What 
prevents us from having biblical community like the Acts 2 church?  
 
TRANSITION: God has created us to live together on mission. We need one another. A few 
minutes ago, I shared with you about a very dysfunctional group I was part of. Today, as we get 
ready to wrap up, I want to tell you about the best experience of biblical community I’ve had. 
 
GO- AN EXAMPLE OF BIBLICAL COMMUNITY 
ILLUSTRATION: ((Teacher- Share your favorite personal illustration of biblical community in 
action; or feel free to weave together several examples to paint a picture for the students of 
what it looks like for believers to share and be on mission together.)) — pray to end — 
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Wed AM 
Moral Boundaries 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Friendships 

Blue Media 

Orange Body- perspective on one's body; treatment 
of the body 

Yellow Dating/Sexuality 

Green Speech/Words 

Silver Money/Work/Material Resources 

 
 
Overview of Moral Boundaries  
Each school will focus on an area of life that requires moral boundaries. For each school, 
John 10:10 and Romans 12:1-2 will be the base texts. The teaching will help students 
understand why moral boundaries matter and how to establish moral boundaries in 
their lives.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed AM - Moral Boundaries 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Empower students to establish boundaries in their lives in regard to work and 
use of material resources, so that they can become effective, long-term leaders. 
 
Key Texts 
• Genesis 1:26-29; 3:6-8, 16-17 
• 2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 
• 1 Corinthians 6:12-13; 15:42-44 
• Mark 2:9-10 
• 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
• 1 Samuel 16:7 
• Matthew 19:4-6 
• Proverbs 6:9-11 
• Psalms 3:5 
• John 10:10 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Body Matters 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Created in God's Image 
• “Set (Part 2)”- To Live in God's World 
• “Go”- Eternal, Resurrected Bodies 
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READY 
 
OPENING: Ok friends, we're going to jump into a tough topic this session. It's 
important, but can also be a little controversial. We're going to talk about how to honor 
God with our bodies. How should we treat our bodies? How should we use our bodies?  
 
Now, I realize part of this discussion might involve sex. Sorry to let you down, but sex is 
the topic for Yellow School, so we'll see you back here next year.  
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: In the early years of Christianity there was a dangerous false 
teaching about Jesus. It was the teaching that Jesus only seemed to be human.  
 
EXPLAIN: This might not be such a big deal, but it’s really dangerous for Christianity. 
With docetism, it doesn't really matter what we do with our body, the main thing is that 
our “soul” or “spirit” is right. But, over and over again, the Bible connects a healthy soul 
with a body that is used for God’s glory.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Jesus had a real body. He was really human. He suffered; he hungered; he 
ate; he slept; he was tempted. He did this so he could identify fully with us. Because of 
what he did for us, we need to think carefully about how we treat our bodies and how 
we use our bodies.  
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SET 
 
PART 1: CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE  
 
READ: Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the 
earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” So God created man in His own 
image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male and female. 
 
ASK: What does it mean to be created in the image of God? ((Teacher- I’d anticipate 
“crickets” here, though you might get a mumbled response)) 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, that’s a hard question, and actually there are a couple of ways you can 
answer it. I want us to use the end of Genesis 1 to see part of the answer and to find out 
why God gave us bodies to show the world what He is like. 
 
READ AGAIN: Genesis 1:26 They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the 
livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth. 
 
ASK: What stands out to you from this verse about why we have bodies? 
 
EXPLAIN: In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had bodies because God gave them 
work to do. They were to be God’s representatives on earth and take care of the 
creation. We have a body; we should put it to work. Bodies were not created to be lazy or 
just sit around. They were made for activity and work. 
 
READ: 2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 When we were with you, this is what we commanded you: 
“If anyone isn’t willing to work, he should not eat.” For we hear that there are some 
among you who walk irresponsibly, not working at all, but interfering with the work of 
others. 
 
EXPLAIN: Some of the Christians in 2 Thessalonians were so spiritual they didn’t think 
they needed to work. But Paul was very clear they needed to pull their own weight. 
 
EMPHASIZE: So, a Christian should not be resistant to work. God gave us bodies—with 
different talents, skills, opportunities—so we could be involved in His creation. 
 
EXPLAIN: Ruling over creation also means we care for creation. The fancy word is 
“steward.” We don’t abuse creation or use up all the resources for ourselves. 
 
ASK: At your school, is taking care of the environment a big deal? How does this show 
up in your life? Do you see a lot about this in your social media? 
 
EXPLAIN: Ok, let’s look at verse 27 again. 
 
READ: Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image 
of God; He created them male and female. 
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ASK: When we think about our bodies, what makes this verse controversial?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we start to get into the subject of gender identity. The Bible teaches 
that part of being created with a body is being male or female. Equal in dignity and 
equal before God, but different in gender.  
 
EMPHASIZE: You may have friends who struggle with their gender, or you may be 
struggling with this yourself, but I hope you’ll see that it’s part of God’s good creation of 
our bodies that we are male and female. Gender isn’t a curse or a prison; it’s part of how 
God created this world and our bodies to work. 
 
READ: Genesis 1:28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill 
the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature 
that crawls on the earth.” 
 
ASK: So, the second half of this verse is similar to verse 26, but what do you see in the 
first half of verse 28 about our bodies? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we are to multiply, and we’re to live in relationship with one another. 
God created us with bodies for the purpose of families and friendships. We occupy a 
certain place on the earth. No one person can fill up the whole earth.  
 
EMPHASIZE: I know that seems like a silly thing to say, but it’s important. We’re finite. 
Because God gave us a body, we can only be in one place; we’re limited; we’re not God. 
It takes all of us together to fill the earth. 
 
READ: Genesis 1:29 God also said, “Look, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on 
the surface of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This food will be 
for you, for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every creature 
that crawls on the earth — everything having the breath of life in it. I have given every 
green plant for food.”  
 
ASK: Ok, what does this verse say about our bodies? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, I hope it doesn’t mean we have to be vegetarians (some people use this 
verse for that reason, but other places in the Bible talk about eating meat [Acts 10]). It 
does show us we need food for our bodies.  
 
EMPHASIZE: We can’t supply everything we need. It has to come from outside us. We 
don’t make our own food within us, like some creatures. 
 
TRANSITION: So, we could study this more, but you get the main ideas—work, take care 
of creation, live in relationship with others, eat. But, here’s the deal, just after Genesis 1, 
we see something happens that changes our bodies in this world forever. Do you know 
what it was? Yeah, sin. 
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READ: Genesis 3:6-8 Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food and 
delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some 
of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 
it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 
EXPLAIN: This is incredible- After sin enters the picture, Genesis 3 essentially reverses 
all of the things we saw at the end of Genesis 1. 
 
-Food- they ate the wrong thing 
-Gender- their gender was exposed and became something that caused shame 
 
READ: Genesis 3:17 The ground is cursed because of you. You will eat from it by means 
of painful labor all the days of your life. 
 
-Work- work is harder, not fulfilling 
 
READ: Genesis 3:16 He said to the woman: I will intensify your labor pains; you will bear 
children in anguish. Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will rule over you. 
 
-Multiply/Families- childbirth affected; relationships strained 
 
EMPHASIZE: Here’s the reality—sin affects our bodies and what it means to live in these 
bodies as part of God’s created world.  
 
ASK: Here’s where the topic gets really personal. Can you think of some ways that sin 
affects how we treat and think about our bodies? 
 
((Teacher- not sure what you’ll get here, but I’ve provided a guide just below)) 
 
-Sickness 
Affect of living in a sinful world 
God's power to heal is sign of His power 
God's power to sustain us during sickness is also a sign of His love 
 
Mark 2:9-10 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get 
up, pick up your mat, and walk’? But so you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins,” He told the paralytic, “I tell you: get up, pick up your mat, and 
go home.” 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But God said to me [Paul], “My grace is sufficient for you, for power 
is perfected in weakness.” Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may reside in me. 
 
-Hating the body/harming it 
We can become so upset—either emotionally or physically—that we harm our body 
This can happen in several ways, but cutting is probably the most common 
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***((Teacher- it’s almost certain you’ll have someone in your group current struggling 
with cutting; you’ll want to empathize deeply and show the pain we all feel about the 
effects of sin)) 
 
-Worshipping the body/focusing too much on appearance 
On the other hand, we can develop an unhealthy love of our body 
ILLUSTRATION: This might be the person who posts 20 selfies per day, or the guy who 
stares at the mirror in the weight room more than he actually lifts 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 (Samuel is looking at Jesse’s sons, trying to identify the next king) But the 
Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his stature, because I have 
rejected him. Man does not see what the Lord sees, for man sees what is visible, but the 
Lord sees the heart.” 
 
-Hating gender or seeking to change gender 
Matthew 19:4-6 “Haven’t you read,” Jesus replied, “that He who created them in the 
beginning made them male and female,” and He also said: “For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined 
together, man must not separate.” 
 
-Eating too much/too little  
1 Corinthians 6:12-13 “Everything is permissible for me,” but not everything is helpful. 
“Everything is permissible for me,” but I will not be brought under the control of 
anything. “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food,” but God will do away with 
both of them. 
 
-Sleeping too much 
Proverbs 6:9-11 How long will you stay in bed, you slacker? When will you get up from 
your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the arms to rest, and your 
poverty will come like a robber, your need, like a bandit. 
 
-Sleeping too little 
Psalms 3:5 I lie down and sleep; I wake again because the Lord sustains me. 
 
EXPLAIN: It’s easy to see how hard it is to live a holy life and set good moral boundaries 
for our bodies. But I don’t want you to feel defeated. We have hope through Christ. 
Don’t forget this next verse. 
 
READ: John 10:10 [Jesus said,] “A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I 
have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.” 
 
TRANSITION: As Christian leaders, I want you to know that God saved you not only for 
heaven one day, but to have an abundant life in the world right now. We don’t live in the 
Garden of Eden, which means we still face sickness, acne, twisted ankles, you name it. 
But, we don’t live under the chains of sin either. We’ve experienced the victory of Jesus 
and His salvation. So, how do we live now, in between the time of Eden and the time of 
the New Creation when Heaven meets Earth? 
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PART 2: TO LIVE IN GOD'S WORLD  
 
EXPLAIN: I want to give you a few tips about how to set good moral boundaries that will 
help you live a holy life in your body. We’ll go pretty fast through these, but hopefully 
you can discuss them in your group. 
 
1. Thank God for the gift of life 
 
2. Fight against envy 
 
3. Fight against self-loathing 
 
4. Seek help for physical and emotional struggles 
 
5. Live with Freedom to be who God created you to be 
 
6. Pursue Holiness (especially sexual holiness and treatment of the body) 
 
7. Live in your body as an act of worship each day to God 
 
8. Remember, this body is ultimately temporary; a renewed/resurrected body awaits  
 

GO 
 
EXPLAIN: Sometimes, when people talk about Heaven, they talk about people who die 
becoming angels. Jesus said we’ll become like the angels, but we will still have real 
bodies. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 So it is with the resurrection of the dead: Sown in 
corruption, raised in incorruption; sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown in weakness, 
raised in power; sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body.  
 
EXPLAIN: These current bodies won’t be exactly the same, though. Our struggles in the 
current body are only temporary.  
 
EMPHASIZE: So, I know the struggles you face are real. Some of you face terrible 
sickness. Some of you face emotional scars and really struggle with how you perceive 
your body. Some of you obsess over your body, either because you love it or hate it, or 
just want others to love it. Those are real struggles, but they’re temporary. 
 
I want you to see how this section of 1 Corinthians ends, because it will wrap up this 
topic for us. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ! Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
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EXPLAIN: God has given you a body so you can do His work during your time on earth. 
You have victory through Christ. Trust in Him and don’t give up! 
 
((Teacher- end by praying for students, especially those who struggle because of 
physical or emotional battles with their body; pray that they would trust the Lord and 
live fully for Him)) 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time: 
 
-What are the main body-related struggles or questions you see at school or on social 
media? 
 
-When you think about the effects of sin on our bodies, which ones stood out to you?  
 
-In your student book, we listed a few of the tips for living in this body as part of God’s 
Kingdom. Which are most challenging? Which do you need to give your attention to this 
school year? 
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Orange School - WAM - Teaching Sheet - Moral Boundaries 
 
READY- BODY MATTERS 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : In the early years of Christianity there was a dangerous false 
teaching about Jesus. It was the teaching that Jesus only seemed to be human.  
EXPLAIN: This might not be such a big deal, but it’s really dangerous for Christianity. With this 
heresy, it doesn't really matter what we do with our body, the main thing is our soul.  
EMPHASIZE: Jesus had a real body. He was really human. Because of what he did for us, we 
need to think carefully about how we treat our bodies and how we use our bodies.  
 
SET - PART 1: CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE 
READ: Genesis 1:26-27 
ASK: What does it mean to be created in the image of God? ((Teacher- I’d anticipate “crickets”)) 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, that’s a hard one. Let’s use the end of Genesis 1 to see part of the answer. 
 
READ AGAIN: Genesis 1:26 
ASK: What stands out to you from this verse about why we have bodies? 
EXPLAIN: In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had bodies because God gave them work to 
do. Bodies were not created to be lazy or just sit around. They were made for activity and work. 
READ/EXPLAIN: 2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 
EMPHASIZE: So, a Christian should not be resistant to work. God gave us bodies—with different 
talents, skills, opportunities—so we could be involved in His creation. 
 
EXPLAIN: Ruling over creation also means we care for creation. The fancy word is “steward.” 
ASK: At your school, is taking care of the environment a big deal? How does this show up in your 
life? Do you see a lot about this in your social media? 
 
READ AGAIN: Genesis 1:27 
ASK: When we think about our bodies, what makes this verse controversial?  
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we start to get into the subject of gender identity. The Bible teaches we are 
created male or female. Equal in dignity and equal before God, but different in gender.  
EMPHASIZE: You may have friends who struggle with their gender, or you may be struggling 
with this yourself. Gender isn’t a curse or a prison; it’s part of God’s good creation. 
 
READ AGAIN: Genesis 1:28 
ASK: What do you see in the first half of verse 28 about our bodies? 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we are to multiply, and we’re to live in relationship with one another. We occupy 
a certain place on the earth. No one person can fill up the whole earth.  
EMPHASIZE: I know that seems like a silly thing to say, but it’s important. We’re finite. Because 
God gave us a body, we can only be in one place; we’re limited; we’re not God. 
 
READ: Genesis 1:29 
ASK: Ok, what does this verse say about our bodies? 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, I hope it doesn’t mean we have to be vegetarians (other places in the Bible talk 
about eating meat [Acts 10]). It does show us we need food for our bodies.  
EMPHASIZE: We can’t supply everything we need. It has to come from outside us. 
 
TRANSITION: But, here’s the deal, just after Genesis 1, we see something happens that changes 
our bodies in this world forever. Do you know what it was? 
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READ: Genesis 3:6-8 
EXPLAIN: After sin enters the picture, Genesis 3 essentially reverses the end of Genesis 1. 
-Food- they ate the wrong thing; -Gender- gender was exposed and caused shame 
READ: Genesis 3:17 (-Work- work is harder, not fulfilling) 
READ: Genesis 3:16 (-Multiply/Families- childbirth affected; relationships strained) 
EMPHASIZE: Sin affects our bodies and what it means to live in these bodies in God’s creation.  
 
ASK: Can you think of some ways that sin affects how we treat and think about our bodies? 
((Teacher- not sure what you’ll get here, but I’ve provided a guide just below)) 
 
-Sickness (Mark 2:9-10 and 2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 
-Hating the body/harming it 
***((Teacher- it’s almost certain you’ll have someone in your group current struggling with 
cutting; you’ll want to empathize deeply and show the pain we all feel about the effects of sin)) 
-Worshipping the body/focusing too much on appearance (1 Samuel 16:7) 
-Hating gender or seeking to change gender (Matthew 19:4-6) 
-Eating too much/too little  (1Corinthians 6:12-13) 
-Sleeping too much (Proverbs 6:9-11) 
-Sleeping too little (Psalms 3:5) 
 
EXPLAIN: But I don’t want you to feel defeated. We have hope through Christ. 
READ: John 10:10 
 
TRANSITION: As Christian leaders, I want you to know that God saved you not only for heaven 
one day, but to have an abundant life in the world right now, even in the midst of 
pain/struggles. 
 
PART 2: TO LIVE IN GOD'S WORLD 
1. Thank God for the gift of life 
2. Fight against envy 
3. Fight against self-loathing 
4. Seek help for physical and emotional struggles 
5. Live with Freedom to be who God created you to be 
6. Pursue Holiness (especially sexual holiness and treatment of the body) 
7. Live in your body as an act of worship each day to God 
8. Remember, this body is ultimately temporary; a renewed/resurrected body awaits  
 
GO- ETERNAL, RESURRECTED BODIES 
EXPLAIN: Sometimes, when people talk about Heaven, they talk about people who die 
becoming angels. Jesus said we’ll become like the angels, but we will still have real bodies. 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 
EMPHASIZE: So, I know the struggles you face are real. Some of you face terrible sickness. 
Some of you face emotional scars. Some of you obsess over your body, either because you love 
it or hate it, or just want others to love it. Those are real struggles, but they’re temporary. 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 
((Teacher- end by praying for students, especially those who struggle because of physical or 
emotional battles with their body; pray that they would trust the Lord and live fully for Him)) 
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Wed MID 
Prayer 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Worship 

Blue Kingdom 

Orange Submission 

Yellow Petition/Provision 

Green Confession/Forgiveness 

Silver Watchfulness/Deliverance 

 
 
Overview of Prayer 
Each school will focus on a facet of prayer from the Lord's Prayer (a.k.a the Model 
Prayer) in Matthew and Luke. Many acronyms and models exist for teaching prayer, but 
this approach will help students anchor their prayer life in Jesus' model prayer. We will 
give particular attention to praying Scripture and praying with others/in groups.    
 
 
 

 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed MID - Prayer 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Lead students to pray according to God’s will. 
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 6:9-13; 7:21; 12:49-50 
• Job 1:20-22 
• Daniel 3:17-18 
• Habakkuk 3:17-19 
• Mark 14:32-36 
• 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Unanswered Prayers? 
• “Set (Part 1)”- "Your will be done" 
• “Set (Part 2)”- "On earth as it is in heaven" 
• “Go”- Giving Over, not Giving Up 
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READY 
 
ASK: “Any country music fans in the house?” (Good opportunity to rile up the crowd 
and get some boos or cheers)  
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: Well, you may have heard of a guy named Garth Brooks. Say 
what you want about country music, but he’s been an amazing entertainer and vocalist 
for a long time. He had a song one time called Unanswered Prayers. Anybody heard of 
it? Well, let me give you the lyrics for the first verse and chorus. Here goes: 
 
Just the other night at a hometown football game 
My wife and I ran into my old high school flame 
And as I introduced them the past came back to me 
And I couldn't help but think of the way things used to be 
 
She was the one that I'd wanted for all times 
And each night I'd spend prayin' that God would make her mine 
And if he'd only grant me this wish I wished back then 
I'd never ask for anything again 
 
Sometimes I thank God for unanswered prayers 
Remember when you're talkin' to the man upstairs 
That just because he doesn't answer doesn't mean he don't care 
Some of God's greatest gifts are unanswered prayers 
 
ASK: Interesting…good theology or bad?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, you could probably make a decent case either way. Saying “the man 
upstairs” is a terrible reference to the Creator God of the University. And, the concept of 
unanswered prayers is dangerous, because that probably over-simplifies what it means 
to pray to our Heavenly Father. But, it’s true that God is often most good and most wise 
when He doesn’t give us what we pray for. 
 
TRANSITION: What I really want you to see from this song—and mainly see from 
Scripture today—is that this song would be much better if it included the concept of 
submitting our will to God’s will. If we didn’t worry about unanswered prayers, but 
instead focused on trusting and obeying His will. So, let’s see what the Bible says about 
this.  
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SET 
 
PART 1: "YOUR WILL BE DONE" 
 
READ: Matthew 6:9-13 Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not bring 
us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one." 
 
EXPLAIN: The key phrases we’re going to focus on in Orange School are “Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” These are easy words to say, but very hard to live out, 
especially the part about submitting ourselves to God’s will.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Thankfully, we have great examples of this in Scripture. I want to show you 
a couple in the Old Testament, then look at how Jesus modeled this. 
 
READ: Job 1:20-22 Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his head. He fell to the 
ground and worshiped, saying: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I 
will leave this life. The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. Praise the name of Yahweh.” 
Throughout all this Job did not sin or blame God for anything. 
 
EXPLAIN: Job was someone who faced incredible tragedies. And he had a thought of 
questions for God and endured a lot of bad advice from friends. But at the core, Job 
submitted himself to God. “The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” He was trusting God’s will in the midst of incredibly hard 
circumstances. 
 
READ: Daniel 3:17-18 If the God we serve exists, then He can rescue us from the furnace 
of blazing fire, and He can rescue us from the power of you, the king. But even if He 
does not rescue us, we want you as king to know that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the gold statue you set up.” 
 
EXPLAIN: Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego were about to be thrown into the fiery 
furnace. We don’t want to over-spiritualize this—I’m sure their personal will, their 
personal desire, was to avoid the flames. But they trusted God’s will. They knew He was 
powerful enough to save them, but even if he chose to let them go into the flames, they 
would still submit to Him. That’s pretty incredible faith! 
 
READ: Habakkuk 3:17-19 Though the fig tree does not bud and there is no fruit on the 
vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will triumph in Yahweh; I will rejoice in 
the God of my salvation! Yahweh my Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like those of 
a deer and enables me to walk on mountain heights! 
 
EXPLAIN: What we’re learning from these Old Testament examples is what it looks like 
to trust God’s will above our own circumstances. When we pray, we have personal 
desires and wants; but our ultimate prayer is that God’s will would be done. 
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EMPHASIZE: When it comes to prayer, Jesus practiced what he preached. He not only 
taught his disciples to pray; he prayed. And when it comes to the phrase, "thy will be 
done," we see this very clearly at the end of Jesus' life. 
 
READ: Mark 14:32-36 Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and He told His 
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He 
began to be deeply distressed and horrified. Then He said to them, “My soul is 
swallowed up in sorrow — to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake.” Then He 
went a little farther, fell to the ground, and began to pray that if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from Him. And He said, “Abba, Father! All things are possible for You. 
Take this cup away from Me. Nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.” 
 
ASK: What stands out to you most about Jesus from these verses? 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus faced real pain and suffering. When we pray for God’s will to be done, it 
doesn’t remove deep emotion from prayer or force us to sound like a robot. The Bible is 
full of stories where people called out to God in deep anguish. They’re able to do this 
because they have determined that God is good and wise. They can trust that He will do 
what is right, even when we don’t understand or have all the answers. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Praying for God’s will to be done also helps us deal with a very hard 
question when it comes to prayer. Here's the question- if God's will is going to be done 
anyway, why should I pray? Why should I pray? What difference does it make? 
 
It's okay to ask questions like that. We've all been there. But I want you to see today that 
praying for God's will to happen in your life isn't a waste. It's not a waste, because 
praying this way is an act of worship.  
 
Let me show you one other place that might more sense of this. 
 
READ: 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 Therefore, so that I would not exalt myself, a thorn in the 
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to torment me so I would not exalt myself. 
Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord three times to take it away from me. But He 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” 
Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may reside in me. 
 
EXPLAIN: These verses come from Paul. We don’t know exactly what this thorn in the 
flesh was, but he obviously wanted it to go away. He pleaded with God, but Paul didn’t 
get the exact answer he wanted. Instead, Paul learned about God’s strength and grace 
in a new way. 
 
TRANSITION: We only learn to pray for God’s will when trust that He is good, wise, 
strong, and loving. And, what's really great about the Lord's Prayer, is that the very next 
phrase gives us the main reason we know these things are true of God. 
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PART 2: "ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN" 
 
READ: Matthew 6:10 Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
EXPLAIN: The disciples are learning to ask God to do on earth what is already true and 
already happening in Heaven. Jesus is giving them a new perspective.  
 
EMPHASIZE: We see only one small part of what is happening in the world and in 
history. God sees and knows all. Our perspective is local and limited; God's perspective 
is cosmic and eternal.  
 
EXPLAIN: But this about more than perspective. In Heaven, people always act according 
to God's will. Heaven is holy and there is perfect trust, worship, and obedience. There's 
no rebellion or sin.  
 
EMPHASIZE: So, Jesus is also teaching the disciples to pray that God's holiness would 
be made known on earth…that God’s will would be done. And how would God’s 
holiness be made known? Through the disciples! 
 
READ: Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 
 
READ: Matthew 12:49-50 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here 
are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.”  
 
EXPLAIN: As Jesus’ followers, we know that God sometimes works in ways we’d never 
expect. But God has also made a lot of His will known through the Bible. And we are 
able to show the world a picture of Heaven by living out God’s will here on earth.  
 
EMPHASIZE: So, when you pray for God’s will to happen, you’re praying that God would 
use your life to show people what it looks like to experience His power and love. 
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GO 
 
EXPLAIN: Prayer is our way of saying to God, "I know I'm not in charge. I don't always 
understand why things happen. But I will trust AND obey you completely.” 
 
EMPHASIZE: It’s giving over, not giving up. It’s giving ourselves completely to God, not 
giving up on life.  
 
CLOSING ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- if you’re able, I’d encourage you to share a story 
from your life about a time you wanted something to happen, but learned to pray “not 
my will, but yours be done.” Let the students know you struggled, but found hope to 
not give up when you gave yourself completely to a loving Heavenly Father.) 
 
**Also, you might want to provide a time at the end for students to spend in prayer. 
Possibly some music in the background. You might even provide some prompts or 
questions to guide this prayer time. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time: 
 
1. What is a time in your life when you've faced a situation and didn't know what to 

pray?  
2. What is something you're praying about a lot right now in your life? How can trusting 

God and maintaining an eternal perspective help you not give up? 
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Orange School - WMID - Teaching Sheet - Prayer  

 
READY- UNANSWERED PRAYERS? 
ASK: “Any country music fans in the house?” (Good opportunity to rile up the crowd)  
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Garth Brooks- Unanswered Prayers. 
Just the other night at a hometown football game 
My wife and I ran into my old high school flame 
And as I introduced them the past came back to me 
And I couldn't help but think of the way things used to be 
She was the one that I'd wanted for all times 
And each night I'd spend prayin' that God would make her mine 
And if he'd only grant me this wish I wished back then 
I'd never ask for anything again 
Sometimes I thank God for unanswered prayers 
Remember when you're talkin' to the man upstairs 
That just because he doesn't answer doesn't mean he don't care 
Some of God's greatest gifts are unanswered prayers 
 
ASK: Interesting…good theology or bad?  
EXPLAIN: Yeah, you could probably make a decent case either way. 
TRANSITION: What I really want you to see from this song—and mainly see from Scripture 
today—is that this song would be much better if it included the concept of submitting our will to 
God’s will. If we didn’t worry about unanswered prayers, but instead focused on trusting and 
obeying His will. So, let’s see what the Bible says about this.  
 
SET - PART 1: "YOUR WILL BE DONE" 
READ: Matthew 6:9-13 
EXPLAIN: In Orange School we’re focusing on “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
EMPHASIZE: Thankfully, we have great examples of this in Scripture. 
 
READ/EXPLAIN: Job 1:20-22 
 
READ/EXPLAIN: Daniel 3:17-18 
 
READ/EXPLAIN: Habakkuk 3:17-19  
 
EMPHASIZE: When it comes to prayer, Jesus practiced what he preached. He not only taught his 
disciples to pray; he prayed. And when it comes to the phrase, "thy will be done," we see this 
very clearly at the end of Jesus' life. 
 
READ: Mark 14:32-36 
ASK: What stands out to you most about Jesus from these verses? 
EXPLAIN: Jesus faced real pain and suffering. When we pray for God’s will to be done, it doesn’t 
remove deep emotion from prayer or force us to sound like a robot. We can trust that He will do 
what is right, even when we don’t understand or have all the answers. 
EMPHASIZE: Praying for God’s will to be done also helps us deal with a very hard question 
when it comes to prayer. Here's the question- if God's will is going to be done anyway, why 
should I pray? Why should I pray? What difference does it make? 
It's okay to ask questions like that. We've all been there. I want you to see that praying for God's 
will to happen in your life isn't a waste, because praying this way is an act of worship.  
 
READ: 2 Corinthians 12:7-9  
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EXPLAIN: These verses come from Paul. We don’t know exactly what this thorn in the flesh was, 
but he obviously wanted it to go away. He pleaded with God, but Paul didn’t get the exact 
answer he wanted. Instead, Paul learned about God’s strength and grace in a new way. 
 
TRANSITION: We only learn to pray for God’s will when trust that He is good, wise, strong, and 
loving. And, what's really great about the Lord's Prayer, is that the very next phrase gives us the 
main reason we know these things are true of God. 
 
PART 2: "ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN" 
READ: Matthew 6:10 Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
EXPLAIN: The disciples are learning to ask God to do on earth what is already true and already 
happening in Heaven. Jesus is giving them a new perspective.  
EMPHASIZE: We see only one small part of what is happening in the world and in history. Our 
perspective is local and limited; God's perspective is cosmic and eternal.  
 
EXPLAIN: But this about more than perspective. In Heaven, people always act according to 
God's will. Heaven is holy and there is perfect trust, worship, and obedience. 
EMPHASIZE: So, Jesus is also teaching the disciples to pray that God's holiness would be made 
known on earth…that God’s will would be done. And how would God’s holiness be made 
known? Through the disciples! 
 
READ: Matthew 7:21 and Matthew 12:49-50 
 
EXPLAIN: As Jesus’ followers, we know that God sometimes works in ways we’d never expect. 
But God has also made a lot of His will known through the Bible. And we are able to show the 
world a picture of Heaven by living out God’s will here on earth.  
 
EMPHASIZE: So, when you pray for God’s will to happen, you’re praying that God would use 
your life to show people what it looks like to experience His power and love. 
 
GO- GIVING OVER, NOT GIVING UP 
 
EXPLAIN: Prayer is our way of saying to God, "I know I'm not in charge. I don't always 
understand why things happen. But I will trust AND obey you completely.” 
 
EMPHASIZE: It’s giving over, not giving up. It’s giving ourselves completely to God, not giving 
up on life.  
 
CLOSING ILLUSTRATION : (Teacher- if you’re able, I’d encourage you to share a story from your 
life about a time you wanted something to happen, but learned to pray “not my will, but yours 
be done.” Let the students know you struggled, but found hope to not give up when you gave 
yourself completely to a loving Heavenly Father.) 
 
**Also, you might want to provide a time at the end for students to spend in prayer. Possibly 
provide some background music and questions/prompts for the prayer time. 
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Wed PM 
Community 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed PM - Community 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Inspire students to build biblical community so they can work together for 
spiritual growth and the spread of the Gospel. 
 
Key Texts 
• John 13:34-35 
• 1 John 4:7, 16 
• Romans 12:10, 15; 13:8-10; 15:7 
• Hebrews 3:13 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14 
• 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
• Galatians 6:2 
• James 5:16 
• Proverbs 28:13 
• Ephesians 4:31-32 
• Colossians 3:16 
• Matthew 7:1-5 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Heaven, Hell, and a Spoon 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Foundational One Another’s  
• “Set (Part 2)”- In-the-Trenches One Another’s 
• “Go”- Teaching the Other One Another’s 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: (I got this opening illustration from a Bible study called “The 
11th Commandment” by Don McMinn. His study is where I first explored the “one 
another’s” of Scripture. It’s a pretty good resource if you can get your hands on a copy. 
The only downside is that he selects his phrases from English translation phrases that 
don’t always do a great job reflecting the original language background. Otherwise, it’s 
a very practical study.)  
 
There’s an old Jewish story about a person who asked God to show him Heaven and 
Hell. The Lord said, “First I will show you hell.” The Lord led him into a room where a 
group of people sat around a large, round table. They were grumbling and arguing. On 
the table was a bowl of delicious stew. Each person had a spoon, but the handle of the 
spoon was longer than the person’s arm. So the people could dip the spoon into the 
bowl but couldn’t bring it to their mouths. They were hungry, frustrated, and angry. 
 
Then, the Lord took the man to a room that was Heaven. This room was exactly like the 
first, except the people were happy and well-fed. They, too, had long-handled spoons.  
 
The man asked the Lord, “Why are these people happy and well-fed, even though their 
spoons are too long?” 
 
The Lord said, “Because have learned to feed each other. They have all they need to eat, 
and they have the joy of serving one another.” 
 
TRANSITION: The Bible is full of plans for how we should treat one another. You can 
actually find these by simply searching for the phrase “one another” or “each other.” If 
we do these things, we’ll build incredible community. Now, there are dozens of “one 
another’s” in the New Testament. We’re just going to look at a few today so you can get 
the general idea.   
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SET 
 
PART 1: FOUNDATIONAL ONE ANOTHER’S 
 
#1- Love One Another 
 
READ: John 13:34-35 “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you must also love one another. By this all people will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
EXPLAIN: Obviously, loving others wasn’t a completely new command. But Jesus was 
showing them a new way to love—they should love as He had loved them. Jesus 
provided the picture for what God’s love is all about. And we know God’s love for us is 
how we’re able to love others.  
 
READ: 1 John 4:7, 16 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and 
everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God…And we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in 
love remains in God, and God remains in him. 
 
EXPLAIN: God’s plan is to give us His character, so we can then display Him to the world 
around us. By doing this, we would keep His commandments. 
 
READ: Romans 13:8-10 Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments: Do not commit 
adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not covet; and whatever other commandment 
— all are summed up by this: Love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here’s the danger, though, with love: it feels very general. It’s almost 
impossible to define love. We must look to the example of Jesus and to the truth of 
God’s Word.  
 
EMPHASIZE: That’s where the “one another’s” come in. We get clear instructions about 
how we can love others and show them what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. Let me 
give you an example. 
 
#2- Show Family Love to One Another 
 
READ: Romans 12:10 Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. 
 
EXPLAIN: This verse can be translated several ways. Sometimes “show family affection” 
is translated as “prefer one another.”  
 
EMPHASIZE: We didn’t discuss this much yesterday, but biblical community is 
ultimately based on living as part of a family. In the early church, the believers saw one 
another as brother and sister. Jesus taught His followers to love one another the same 
way they’d care for their family 
 



 

52 | P a g e  
 

ASK: If we’re supposed to love one another and prefer one another as a family, how can 
we live that out? How can we treat one another as family?  
 
EXPLAIN: It’s sometimes hard to answer that question if we’re having problems in our 
own families. But, as the family of God, we want to protect one another and make sure 
other are taken care of. Hopefully we wouldn’t neglect our own family, and we should 
neglect our spiritual brothers or sisters either.   
 
#3- Accept One Another 
 
READ: Romans 15:7 Therefore accept one another, just as the Messiah also accepted you, 
to the glory of God. 
 
EXPLAIN: Accepting one another here means welcoming them as a friend. It can also 
mean taking someone into your home, especially to show them kindness or help them 
out.  
 
ASK: How many of you moved to a new school or new city during the past school year? 
What does it feel like to be the new person?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, you can tell quickly who is going to accept you, or welcome you in. 
 
ASK: What are barriers that keep us from accepting or welcoming one another? ((Race, 
Economic, Social Class, Abilities, Interests, Smell!)) How do we as Christians overcome 
these barriers to accept one another the way Jesus did? 
 
EMPHASIZE: As Christians, we should accept one another because God has accepted 
us. We are all made in His image. No one is better than anyone else. When we accept 
one another, we show God’s love.  
 
#4- Encourage One Another 
 
READ: Hebrews 3:13 But encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that 
none of you is hardened by sin’s deception. 
 
READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as 
you are already doing. 
 
EXPLAIN: It’s hard to be around people who are in a bad mood. It gets discouraging. To 
build community, you need people who will encourage one another.  
 
ASK: In that verse from Hebrews 3, why were the people supposed to encourage one 
another? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, sin was threatening to take over. We need people who encourage us to 
live holy lives and stay faithful to God.  
 
EMPHASIZE: When we treat each other as family and accept one another as friends, 
we’ll be able to encourage and build up each other. This forms a solid foundation for 
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community, because you don’t have to watch your back—someone else is watching it 
and you know they truly care about you.  
 
TRANSITION: This is really important when you have to get in the trenches of hard, day-
to-day life and ministry. Any group can fake community when things are going well. It’s 
when life gets hard that you find out how much you need true, biblical community. 
 
 
PART 2: IN-THE-TRENCHES ONE ANOTHER’S 
 
#5- Comfort One Another 
 
READ: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies and the God of all comfort. He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we 
may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. For as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so through 
Christ our comfort also overflows. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. 
If we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is experienced in your endurance of the 
same sufferings that we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that as 
you share in the sufferings, so you will share in the comfort. 
 
EXPLAIN: One of the most powerful ways you can love someone is by comforting them 
during a hard time.  
 
ASK: What are some ways we shouldn’t comfort others? If you’re going through a hard 
time, what usually doesn’t help? 
 
EXPLAIN: Here are a couple of verses that can help us know how to comfort others.  
 
READ: Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 
 
READ: Galatians 6:2 Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ 
 
EXPLAIN: We weep those who weep and we help to carry their burden.  
 
ASK: When it comes to comforting one another, especially carrying their emotional 
burden, what do we have to be on guard against? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we can take on a Savior complex where we think it’s our job to solve 
their problems. We are able to comfort others and help them, but we can’t live their life 
for them. That’s a hard line to walk.  
 
#6- Confess Your Sins to One Another  
 
READ: James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 
so that you may be healed. The urgent request of a righteous person is very powerful in 
its effect. 
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READ: Proverbs 28:13 The one who conceals his sins will not prosper, but whoever 
confesses and renounces them will find mercy. 
 
EXPLAIN: When we think about confessing sin, we generally think of 1 John 1:9, which 
says we should confess our sins to God, because He is faithful to forgive us.  
 
EMPHASIZE: But Scripture also talks about confessing sins to each other. This might 
sound surprising and very hard to do. 
 
ASK: What prevents us from confessing our sins to one another?  
 
EXPLAIN: We usually need to know they will accept us and love us unconditionally 
before we can confess sins. But when we do, we will find great comfort. 
 
#7- Forgive One Another  
 
READ: Ephesians 4:31-32 All bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander must be 
removed from you, along with all malice. And be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ. 
 
EXPLAIN: When we forgive one another, it brings freedom. Holding a grudge or 
withholding forgiveness creates a prison. The original word for forgiveness can even 
mean to release something, or let it go. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- tell about a time you were able to forgive someone else and 
found freedom.) 
 
#8- Admonish One Another 
 
READ: Colossians 3:16 Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom. 
 
READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:14 And we exhort you, brothers: warn those who are 
irresponsible, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 
 
EXPLAIN: The word “admonish” in Colossians 3 is the same word translated “warn” in 1 
Thessalonians 5. When we admonish someone, we are warning them about their 
actions.  
 
ASK: What can go wrong when we admonish someone?  
 
EXPLAIN: If you don’t have a relationship with someone and you haven’t loved them 
using the other one another’s they probably won’t respond well to your comments. 
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READ: Matthew 7:1-5 “Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged. For with the judgment 
you use, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye but don’t notice the log in your own 
eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and 
look, there’s a log in your eye? Hypocrite! First take the log out of your eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 
 
ASK: What is the difference between admonishing and judging? 
 
EXPLAIN: Judging is done with critical spirit and doesn’t use show humility about your 
own struggles. Admonishing requires speaking the truth in love to someone because 
you care for them.  
 
EMPHASIZE: When there is security and freedom in a community, we’re able to speak 
the truth to one another. You know you’ve arrived at true, biblical community when 
someone is willing to confront you about a difficult subject and you’re willing to listen 
because you know they really love you.  
 
 
TRANSITION: When you reach this point of community, you’re in position to pursue the 
other one another’s in Scripture. 
 

GO 
 
Here’s an idea as we wrap up—If you are in charge of leading a Bible study this year at 
your church or school, I think a study of the “one another’s” could be very helpful and 
easy to use. There are several websites that list the statements and verses for you. Just 
plan ahead by looking at the verses and thinking through how the verses help us build 
biblical community.  
 
------ 
 
Group Time: 
 
Group Leader- Feel free to review the one another’s from the main session by asking 
students which of the statements stood out most to them. Then, if you have time, use 
the statements/verses below to discuss more one another’s in the New Testament. For 
each statement discuss how the “one another” will build biblical community when it’s 
put into action. 
 
1. Greet One Another (Matthew 5:47; Philippians 4:21; 3 John 14; James 2:1-5) 
 
2. Offer Hospitality to One Another (1 Peter 4:9; Hebrews 13:2) 
 
3. Rejoice with One Another (Romans 12:15) 
 
4. Be Devoted to One Another (Romans 12:10) 
 
5. Wait for One Another/Bear with One Another (1 Corinthians 11:33; Romans 15:1-2)  
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Orange School - WPM - Teaching Sheet - Community 
 
 
READY- HEAVEN, HELL, AND A SPOON 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : (I got this opening illustration from a Bible study called “The 11th 
Commandment” by Don McMinn. His study is where I first explored the “one another’s” of 
Scripture. It’s a pretty good resource if you can get your hands on a copy.)  
 

There’s an old Jewish story about a person who asked God to show him Heaven and Hell. 
The Lord said, “First I will show you hell.” The Lord led him into a room where a group of people 
sat around a large table. They were grumbling and arguing. On the table was a bowl of delicious 
stew. Each person had a spoon, but the handle of the spoon was longer than the person’s arm. 
So the people could dip the spoon into the bowl but couldn’t bring it to their mouths. They were 
hungry, frustrated, and angry. 

Then, the Lord took the man to a room that was Heaven. This room was exactly like the first, 
except the people were happy and well-fed. They, too, had long-handled spoons. The man 
asked the Lord, “Why are these people happy and well-fed, even though their spoons are too 
long?” The Lord said, “Because have learned to feed each other. They have all they need to eat, 
and they have the joy of serving one another.” 
 
TRANSITION: The Bible is full of plans for how we should treat one another. If we do these 
things, we’ll build incredible community.   
 
SET - PART 1: FOUNDATIONAL ONE ANOTHER’S 
 
#1- Love One Another 
READ/EXPLAIN: John 13:34-35 
READ/EXPLAIN: 1 John 4:7, 16 
READ/EXPLAIN: Romans 13:8-10 
EXPLAIN: Here’s the danger, though, with love: it feels very general. It’s almost impossible to 
define love. We must look to the example of Jesus and to the truth of God’s Word.  
EMPHASIZE: That’s where the “one another’s” come in. We get clear instructions about how we 
can love others and show them what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 
 
#2- Show Family Love to One Another 
READ/EXPLAIN: Romans 12:10 
EMPHASIZE: We didn’t discuss this much yesterday, but biblical community is ultimately based 
on living as part of a family. In the early church, the believers saw one another as brother and 
sister. Jesus taught His followers to love one another the same way they’d care for their family 
ASK: If we’re supposed to love one another and prefer one another as a family, how can we live 
that out? How can we treat one another as family?  
 
#3- Accept One Another 
READ/EXPLAIN: Romans 15:7 
ASK: How many of you moved to a new school or new city during the past school year? What 
does it feel like to be the new person?  
ASK: What are barriers that keep us from accepting or welcoming one another? How do we as 
Christians overcome these barriers to accept one another the way Jesus did? 
EMPHASIZE: As Christians, we should accept one another because God has accepted us.  
#4- Encourage One Another  
READ/EXPLAIN: Hebrews 3:13  
READ/EXPLAIN: 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
EXPLAIN: It’s hard to be around people who are in a bad mood. It gets discouraging. 
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ASK: In that verse from Hebrews 3, why were the people supposed to encourage one another? 
EXPLAIN: We need people who encourage us to live holy lives and stay faithful to God.  
TRANSITION: Any group can fake community when things are going well. It’s when life gets hard 
that you find out how much you need true, biblical community. 
 
PART 2: IN-THE-TRENCHES ONE ANOTHER’S 
#5- Comfort One Another 
READ/EXPLAIN: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
ASK: What are some ways we shouldn’t comfort others? What usually doesn’t help? 
READ: Romans 12:15  
READ: Galatians 6:2 
ASK: When it comes to comforting one another, what do we have to be on guard against? 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, we can take on a Savior complex where we think it’s our job to solve their 
problems. We are able to comfort others and help them, but we can’t live their life for them. 
 
#6- Confess Your Sins to One Another  
READ: James 5:16 
READ: Proverbs 28:13 
ASK: What prevents us from confessing our sins to one another?  
EXPLAIN: We usually need to know they will accept us and love us unconditionally before we can 
confess sins. But when we do, we will find great comfort. 
 
#7- Forgive One Another 
READ: Ephesians 4:31-32 
EXPLAIN: When we forgive one another, it brings freedom. 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- tell about a time you forgave someone else and found freedom.) 
 
#8- Admonish One Another 
READ: Colossians 3:16 
READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:14  
ASK: What can go wrong when we admonish someone?  
EXPLAIN: If you don’t have a relationship with someone and you haven’t loved them using the 
other one another’s, they probably won’t respond well to your comments. 
READ: Matthew 7:1-5 
ASK: What is the difference between admonishing and judging? 
EXPLAIN: Judging is done with critical spirit and doesn’t use show humility about your own 
struggles. Admonishing requires speaking the truth in love to someone because you care.  
EMPHASIZE: You know you’ve arrived at true community when someone is willing to confront 
you about a difficult subject and you’re willing to listen because you know they love you.  
 
GO- TEACHING THE OTHER ONE ANOTHER’S 
Here’s an idea as we wrap up—If you are in charge of leading a Bible study this year at your 
church or school, I think a study of the “one another’s” could be very helpful and easy to use. 
There are several websites that list the statements and verses for you. Just plan ahead by looking 
at the verses and thinking through how the verses help us build biblical community. 
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Thurs AM 
Witness 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red How to Share Your Testimony 

Blue The Roman’s Road 

Orange 3 Circles Diagram 

Yellow Discerning a Person’s Worldview- Listening 
and Asking Questions 

Green Creation to Christ: Sharing the Big Picture of 
Scripture 

Silver Paul on Mars Hill: Witnessing in a Pluralistic 
Culture 

 
 
Overview of Witnessing  
We want to provide students with a diverse ‘toolbox’ for witnessing. Each school will 
focus not only on a particular model for witnessing, but also on understanding the 
theology and background of the model. The early years focus on foundational models; 
the latter years focus on more on engaging a rapidly changing (and an increasingly 
pluralistic/non-Christian) culture. 
 
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Thurs AM - Witness 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Equip students to use the 3 Circles diagram to share their faith. 
 
Key Texts 
• Acts 17:16-34 
• Genesis 1:31 
• Romans 1:25; 3:23; 6:23a; 10:9 
• John 3:16 
• Philippians 2:13 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Acts 17 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Learning the 3 Circles Model 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Using the 3 Circles Model 
• “Go”- Transformation, not Information 
•  
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READY 
 
OPENING: Ok, in this session, I want to share with you a model for talking to your 
friends or family members about Jesus. I know this topic of witnessing, or evangelism, 
can make us really nervous. It can feel awkward, and we don’t know what to say. But, I 
hope what you learn today will make those conversations a little easier and give you 
confidence about sharing the Good News of Jesus. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here’s what we’re going to do. I want you to see the Bible passage that shows 
the main points of this model, then we’re going to learn to use it. 
 
READ: Acts 17:22-31 Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said: “Men of 
Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in every respect. For as I was passing 
through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was 
inscribed: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I 
proclaim to you.  
 
The God who made the world and everything in it — He is Lord of heaven and earth and 
does not live in shrines made by hands. Neither is He served by human hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all 
things. From one man He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and 
has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. He did 
this so they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though 
He is not far from each one of us. For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some 
of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ Being God’s offspring then, 
we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
fashioned by human art and imagination.  
 
“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because He has set a day when He is going to judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man He has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone 
by raising Him from the dead.” 
 
EXPLAIN: This sermon was preached by Paul at a place called Mars Hill. ((If desired, you 
could mention that Silver School is studying this sermon in-depth during this session.)) 
Paul’s audience was very similar to the world we live in today. They were interested in 
spiritual things, but they didn’t have much knowledge about the God of the Bible or 
Christianity. They liked religious ideas, but didn’t really like the idea of only one God.  
 
EMPHASIZE: In his sermon, Paul focused on three main topics: 
 
1. Creation 
 
READ: Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and everything in it — He is Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made by hands. 
 
EXPLAIN: Paul showed how God is not an object confined to an earthly location, like a 
temple. God made the world, created people, and continues to guide the world. 
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2. Judgment 
 
READ: Acts 17:30-31a Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because He has set a day when He is going 
to judge the world in righteousness by the Man He has appointed. 
 
EXPLAIN: Many people--even if they aren't Christians--think about what will happen 
after death or at the end of the world. Paul established that the God who created the 
world will also judge the world and bring it to conclusion. 
 
3. Resurrection 
 
READ: Acts 17:31b-32 “God has provided proof of this to everyone by raising Jesus from 
the dead.” When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule 
him. But others said, “We’d like to hear from you again about this.” 
 
EXPLAIN: For every one of us, the Resurrection is the make-or-break point. Is Jesus 
really who He claimed to be? Everything hinges on whether Jesus defeated sin and 
death. If not, Christianity is just another set of religious ideas. If Jesus did rise from the 
dead, though, He demands our worship and our lives. 
 
TRANSITION: So, with those three ideas—Creation, Judgment, and Resurrection—as our 
foundation, I want to show you the 3 Circles model. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: LEARNING THE 3 CIRCLES MODEL 
 
(((Either in the Student Book or on the screen—or both—show the diagram below; it is 
also available at http://lifeonmissionbook.com/conversation-guide))) 

 
EXPLAIN: I learned about this from a pastor in Florida named Jimmy Scroggins. You can 
probably find other things like it in other places, but it’s been really helpful to me. 
 
((Teacher- I’ve provided some helps for you below, but what I’d encourage you to do at 
this point is simply walk through the model with your students. It’s really easy to teach it 
in a conversational style. If desired, you can see Jimmy Scroggins model this at 
https://www.namb.net/video/3-circles-life-conversation-guide. Also, you might want to 
use a whiteboard and draw it for the students as you go.)) 
 
GOD’S DESIGN = UpperLeft Circle- The Bible tells us that God originally designed a 
world that worked perfectly. God made each of us with a purpose—to worship and walk 
with Him.  
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READ: Genesis 1:31 God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. 
 
SIN = Arrow to right- Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and His original design for 
our lives. We selfishly insist on doing things our own way. The Bible calls this sin. We all 
sin and distort the original design. The consequences of our sin is separation from God, 
in this life and for all of eternity.  
 
READ: Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
READ: Romans 6:23a For the wages of sin is death 
 
BROKENNESS = UpperRight Circle- Sin leads to brokenness. We see this all around us 
and in our own lives as well. We look for a way out of the brokenness and hurt. We tend 
to go in many directions trying to figure it out on our own.   
 
READ: Romans 1:25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and 
served something created instead of the Creator. 
 
GOSPEL = Bottom Circle- At this point, we need some good news. Because of His love, 
God didn’t leave us in brokenness and without hope. Jesus —God in human flesh—
came to us and lived perfectly according to God’s design. He took on our sin on the 
cross, and he defeated death through the resurrection.  
 
READ: John 3:16 For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 
 
REPENT & BELIEVE = Arrow left/down to Gospel circle- Simply hearing this Good News 
isn’t enough. We must admit our sin and admit that we cannot escape brokenness on 
our own. We must ask God to forgive us; we turn from sin and trust only in Jesus for 
salvation and rescue. Through Jesus, we receive new life and God turns our lives in a 
new direction.  
 
READ: Romans 10:9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
RECOVER & PURSUE = Arrow left/up to God’s Design circle- When we are made right 
with God, God’s Spirit empowers us to pursue His Design and assures us of His 
presence in this life and for all eternity. The Gospel transforms every area of our lives. 
 
READ: Philippians 2:13 For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire 
and to work out His good purpose. 
 
 
TRANSITION: So, there you go—three circles, three arrows, and a couple of squiggly 
lines. It’s simple, but it’s a powerful picture of how God works. 
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PART 2: USING THE 3 CIRCLES MODEL 
 
EXPLAIN: Alright, now that we’ve walked through the model, let’s talk about how you 
can use it. 
 
A. App 
 
EXPLAIN: If you have a smartphone, you can download the 3 Circles model on your 
phone. On the app stores, it’s usually called the Life Conversation Guide, but you can 
probably find it by searching 3 Circles, as well. 
 
ASK: Does anyone here have this downloaded on their phone?  
 
EMPHASIZE: The cool thing about the app is that will provide the Bible verses for you as 
you go. You have to touch a little text button in the bottom right of the screen, but each 
time a new circle or arrow pops up, you’ll have the option to see a Bible related to that 
point.  
 
The app also allows you to watch a video of someone else leading the Gospel 
presentation; it provides a model prayer for someone wanting to become a follower of 
Jesus; and it also gives you an option to share the app through social media or email. 
 
B. Napkin/Class Notebook 
 
EXPLAIN: But, here’s the cool thing about what we’ve learned today. You don’t need a 
smartphone to share this message. You can draw with a stick in the mud. You can write 
it on a napkin at lunch. You can scribble it in your notebook at school. You can trace it on 
your palm.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Most people respond a lot better to pictures than they do to a long 
speech. If you can draw 3 circles and 3 arrows, you’re able to share the Gospel with 
someone. 
 
C. Summary of the Bible 
 
EXPLAIN: And the usefulness of this model doesn’t end with sharing the Gospel. It’s 
also a great model for teaching someone about the Bible as a whole and what it means 
to grow as a Christian. So, if anyone ever asks you, “What’s the Bible all about? What do 
Christians believe?” you can use the 3 Circles to give them an overview. 
 
Creation = God designed the world so that people would worship Him and enjoy the 
world He had created.  
 
Sin = People rebelled against God’s design, though, and brokenness came into the 
world. The world became filled with death and trouble. Cain killed his brother Abel. The 
world became very wicked.  
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Gospel = But even after sin entered the picture, God didn’t give up on His design. He 
had also designed a plan for saving His creation and the people created in His image. 
All throughout the Bible we see God’s rescue plan unfolding.  
 
Jesus = This salvation and rescue would come through Jesus. And it was a salvation that 
would affect every area of our lives. We see this throughout the New Testament as we 
learn to recover and pursue God’s will for our lives as followers of Jesus. And we know 
that one day God’s Design will be perfected, in the new heaven and new earth we see in 
the Book of Revelation. 
 
D. Model for Christian Growth/Sanctification 
 
EXPLAIN: Even as followers of Jesus, this model shows how God desires for the power of 
the Gospel to transform our lives.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Take any sin we battle against—greed, lying, sexual unfaithfulness, pride—
and you can follow the process of spiritual growth through the 3 Circles. 
 
Here’s an example: God’s Design is for Truth, not lying. When we lie, we sin and move 
away from God’s plan. Lying always leads to brokenness. We try to escape our 
brokenness by telling more lies or through another way. But ultimately, we need to 
repent and remember the Gospel, that Jesus is the Truth. And as we experience His 
forgiveness, He transforms our lives so that we pursue God’s design for truth.  
 
And you can use that same pattern for just about every area of our Christian growth.  
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GO 
 
EXPLAIN: We have to wrap up for now, but here’s what I want you to remember as you 
leave—what you’ve learned today is a model, a tool. The ultimate goal is not that you 
would give your friend or family member some information or draw them a cool picture. 
The goal is that your friend of family member would be saved, that their life would be 
transformed. 
 
READ: Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for 
salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 
 
EMPHASIZE: We are broken over our friends’ brokenness. We want to see them turn 
and trust in the power of the Gospel. But, we can’t transform someone’s life. Only God 
can do that. So, don’t ever use this 3 Circles model without praying first that God would 
work through you to transform the other person. And don’t be ashamed to share about 
the power of the Gospel to transform someone’s life for all of eternity! 
 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time: 
 
1. How many of you already knew the 3 Circles model before today? Has anyone used 

the model, and if so, what was your experience? 
2. What questions do you have about what you learned today? Were there any points of 

confusion, or things that stood out to you? 
3. Let’s get really specific—name 1 or 2 with whom you could share this Gospel 

message. 
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Orange School - TAM - Teaching Sheet - Witness 
 
READY- ACTS 17 
OPENING: Ok, in this session, I want to share with you a model for talking to your friends or 
family members about Jesus. 
EXPLAIN: Here’s what we’re going to do. I want you to see the Bible passage that shows the 
main points of this model, then we’re going to learn to use it. 
READ: Acts 17:22-31 
EXPLAIN: This sermon was preached by Paul at a place called Mars Hill. Paul’s audience was very 
similar to the world we live in today. They were interested in spiritual things, but they didn’t have 
much knowledge about the God of the Bible or Christianity.  
 
EMPHASIZE: In his sermon, Paul focused on three main topics: 

Creation- READ/EXPLAIN: Acts 17:24 
Judgment- READ/EXPLAIN: Acts 17:30-31a 
Resurrection- READ/EXPLAIN: Acts 17:31b-32 

 
TRANSITION: So, with those three ideas—Creation, Judgment, and Resurrection—as our 
foundation, I want to show you the 3 Circles model. 
 
SET - PART 1: LEARNING THE 3 CIRCLES MODEL 
(((The diagram is available, along with a downloadable PowerPoint at 
http://lifeonmissionbook.com/conversation-guide))) 
 
((Teacher- What I’d encourage you to do at this point is simply walk through the model with 
your students. If desired, you can see Jimmy Scroggins model this at 
https://www.namb.net/video/3-circles-life-conversation-guide. Also, you might want to use a 
whiteboard and draw as you go.)) 
 
GOD’S DESIGN = UpperLeft Circle- The Bible tells us that God originally designed a world that 
worked perfectly. God made each of us with a purpose—to worship and walk with Him.  
READ: Genesis 1:31 
 
SIN = Arrow to right- Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and His original design for our lives. 
The consequences of our sin is separation from God, in this life and for all of eternity.  
READ: Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23a 
 
BROKENNESS  = UpperRight Circle- Sin leads to brokenness. We see this all around us and in 
our own lives as well. We look for a way out of the brokenness and hurt.   
READ: Romans 1:25 
 
GOSPEL = Bottom Circle- At this point, we need some good news. Because of His love, God 
didn’t leave us in brokenness and without hope. Through Jesus, He defeated sin and death.  
READ: John 3:16 
 
REPENT & BELIEVE  = Arrow left/down to Gospel circle- Simply hearing this Good News isn’t 
enough. We must admit our sin and admit that we cannot escape brokenness on our own. 
Through Jesus, we receive new life and God turns our lives in a new direction.  
READ: Romans 10:9 
RECOVER & PURSUE  = Arrow left/up to God’s Design circle- When we are made right with God, 
God’s Spirit empowers us to pursue His Design. The Gospel transforms our lives. 
READ: Philippians 2:13 
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PART 2: USING THE 3 CIRCLES MODEL 
EXPLAIN: Alright, now that we’ve walked through the model, let’s talk about how you can use it. 
 
A. App 
EXPLAIN: If you have a smartphone, you can download the 3 Circles model on your phone. On 
the app stores, it’s usually called the Life Conversation Guide, but you can probably find it by 
searching 3 Circles, as well. 
ASK: Does anyone here have this downloaded on their phone?  
EMPHASIZE: The cool thing about the app is that will provide the Bible verses for you as you go. 
You have to touch a little text button in the bottom right of the screen, but each time a new 
circle or arrow pops up, you’ll have the option to see a Bible related to that point. The app also 
allows you to watch a video of someone else leading the Gospel presentation; it provides a 
model prayer for someone wanting to become a follower of Jesus; and it also gives you an 
option to share the app through social media or email. 
 
B. Napkin/Class Notebook 
EXPLAIN: You don’t need a smartphone to share this message. You can draw with a stick in the 
mud. You can write it on a napkin at lunch. You can scribble it in your notebook at school.  
EMPHASIZE: Most people respond a lot better to pictures than they do to a long speech. If you 
can draw 3 circles and 3 arrows, you’re able to share the Gospel with someone. 
 
C. Summary of the Bible 
EXPLAIN: The usefulness of this model doesn’t end with sharing the Gospel. It’s a great model 
for teaching someone about the Bible as a whole and what it means to grow as a Christian. So, if 
anyone ever asks you, “What’s the Bible all about? What do Christians believe?” you can use the 
3 Circles to give them an overview: Creation, Sin, Gospel/Jesus, Christian Life. 
 
D. Model for Christian Growth/Sanctification 
EXPLAIN: Even as followers of Jesus, this model shows how God desires for the power of the 
Gospel to transform our lives.  
EMPHASIZE: Take any sin we battle against—greed, lying, sexual unfaithfulness, pride—and you 
can follow the process of spiritual growth through the 3 Circles. 
EXAMPLE: God’s Design is for Truth, not lying. When we lie, we sin and move away from God’s 
plan. Lying always leads to brokenness. We try to escape our brokenness by telling more lies or 
through another way. But ultimately, we need to repent and remember the Gospel, that Jesus is 
the Truth. And as we experience His forgiveness, He transforms our lives to pursue truth.  
 
GO- TRANSFORMATION, NOT INFORMATION 
 
EXPLAIN: The ultimate goal is not that you would give your friend or family member some 
information or draw them a cool picture. The goal is that your friend of family member would be 
saved, that their life would be transformed. 
READ: Romans 1:16 
EMPHASIZE: We can’t transform someone’s life. Only God can do that. And don’t be ashamed 
to share about the power of the Gospel to transform someone’s life for all of eternity!   
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Thurs MID 
Accountability 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Basics of Accountability Groups 

Blue Family/Parents 

Orange Friends 

Yellow Government/Authority Figures 

Green Church Family 

Silver Accountability during Life Transitions 

 
 
Overview of Accountability 
After establishing the basics of accountability groups in Red school, the other schools 
will focus on areas of life in which accountability is important. The common threads for 
each school will be trust, truthfulness, a willingness to grow, and humility.    
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 
Thurs MID - Accountability 

 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help the students understand the impact friends have on their spiritual growth 
and leadership.   
 
Key Texts 
• Proverbs 17:17; 27:6 
• Ephesians 4:15 
• Philippians 2:3-4 
• John 15:13 
• Romans 16:3-4 
• 1 Samuel 18:1-5 
• Acts 15:36-41 
• Luke 7:34 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Being Friendly versus Being a Friend 
• “Set (Part 1)”- T.R.U.S.T. Friendships 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Other Friendships 
• “Go”- Invest in Friendships  
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READY 
 
INTRO: During this session, we're talking about friends and the role friends play in our 
development as leaders. We all need people in our lives to keep us accountable and 
help us grow. Friends are a powerful gift from God to shape our lives. 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: (Leader- tell about your experience with friendships; maybe 
share about your current best friend, or a friend who shaped you in high school) 
 
EXPLAIN: What I hope you learn today is that being a leader--and growing in your faith-
-isn't about being a friendly person. You can fake being friendly. We do this all the time 
with fake smiles, or connecting with people on social media. Real impact in life comes 
when you become a friend to others and you have friends who are there to keep you 
accountable in life.  
 
EMPHASIZE: We’re aiming for friendships that will empower us to live for God’s 
Kingdom and not our own. 
 
ASK: What are some characteristics of friends who will keep you on track in life? What do 
you look for in a Kingdom-of-God friend? 
 
((Teacher- Students will inevitably “over-spiritualize” these answers. That’s ok. Let them 
go down that track a bit, but really press them to be specific and think about all of life, 
not just “I need a friend who attends church.”)) 
 
TRANSITION: It's almost impossible to overemphasize the impact that our friends have 
on our lives. It's hard to listen to parents or teachers or even youth ministers sometimes. 
But we are shaped by our friends.  
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SET 
 
PART 1: T.R.U.S.T. FRIENDSHIPS 
 
EXPLAIN: At the core, we're looking for friends we can trust. And we want to be a friend 
that can be trusted. I want to teach you a way to think about friendships based on the 
word TRUST. Each letter stands for an idea from the Bible about being a friend. I admit, 
acronyms like this can be a little cheesy, but I hope it makes you a better leader and a 
better friend. 
((Feel free to expand your teaching on any of the below as desired)) 
 
T-True 
 
READ: Proverbs 27:6 The wounds of a friend are trustworthy, but the kisses of an enemy 
are excessive. 
 
READ: Ephesians 4:15 Speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who 
is the head — Christ. 
 
EXPLAIN: Friendships are based on truth. We need people who tell us the truth in love 
when we’re going the wrong direction, and we need friends who are willing to hear the 
truth from us.  
 
EMPHASIZE: This isn’t about constantly pointing out the other person’s faults. This just 
means we need friends who mean what they say and say what they mean. Otherwise, 
we’ll always wonder what’s going on behind our backs. As Jesus told his disciples, “The 
Truth will Set You Free!” 
 
R-Respectful 
 
READ: Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider 
others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 
 
EXPLAIN: Friends care about you; they aren’t always taking from you and trying to get 
ahead. They look out for your interests. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Respect in a friendship comes when we have boundaries. We need friends 
who respect our time and our boundaries. A friendship without boundaries can create 
co-dependency (one person needs the other person in order to function, and the other 
person likes the feeling of being needed). Friends who tell the truth are able to respect 
the other person by setting healthy boundaries. 
 
U-Unconditional 
 
READ: Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a difficult time. 
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ASK: Ok, we use that word unconditional, but are friendships really unconditional? What 
are some conditions that could really break or hurt a friendship? 
 
EXPLAIN: Friendships are unconditional in the sense that we don’t want “fair weather” 
or “band wagon” friends. We need people who are with us in thick and thin; friends who 
will walk through difficult times with us. 
 
S-Sacrificial 
 
READ: John 15:13 No one has greater love than this, that someone would lay down his 
life for his friends. 
 
EXPLAIN: You need the things we’ve already talked about—Truth, Respect, 
Unconditional Love—to make sacrifices work. Friends sacrifice because they want to 
serve one another. Making sacrifices for another person takes great trust and great love. 
 
T-Teammate 
 
READ: Romans 16:3-4 Give my greetings to Prisca and Aquila, my coworkers in Christ 
Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life. Not only do I thank them, but so do all the 
Gentile churches. 
 
EXPLAIN: You need friends who are on your team—they are fellow workers. Paul was a 
powerful leader, but we find throughout his letters that he talks about those who were 
fellow workers. They were teammates. (Philippians 1:5 calls this a “partnership in the 
Gospel”) 
 
EMPHASIZE: Friends are committed to common goals, and they will sacrifice for you, 
just like we saw a second ago.  
 
ASK: Can you imagine what your life would be like—what your youth group would be 
like—if you committed to TRUST-based friendships? TRUST friendships will change your 
life and hold you accountable to being a Kingdom-minded leader.  
 
 
PART 2: OTHER FRIENDSHIPS 
 
EXPLAIN: Ok, in the last few minutes, I want us to get really practical about friendships 
and accountability. We're going to discuss some issues that come up with friendships, 
and if you think of other questions, we’ll try to answer those or hopefully you'll have 
time in your groups to address those questions.  
 
ASK: I’m not very cool, but does anyone use the term BFF or Bae anymore? 
 
EXPLAIN: As we talk about TRUST-based friendships, we realize that not every 
friendship will reach this level. I don’t want you to leave here and cut yourself off from 
other people, just because they aren’t a TRUST friend. We need TRUST friends who are 
engaged in the Kingdom of God and who keep us accountable. But there are different 
levels of relationships with people. 
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EXPLAIN: We actually see this reality in the life of Jesus. Jesus cared deeply about the 
crowds of thousands to whom he ministered. He send out a group of 72 in Luke 10. He 
had a close group of 12 disciples. But he also had an inner circle of disciples in whom he 
invested the most—Peter, James, and John (sometimes Andrew is listed here). Even 
beyond that, John is called the disciple Jesus loved.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Not every relationship in our life can, or should, be at the same level. *This 
is especially important as a Kingdom leader. You only have so much time. You must pray 
and trust God about how you invest your time and energy in other people.  
  
ASK: The difficult part is determining the level of friendship (DTR=define the 
relationship). Things get awkward when one person wants to be BFF and the other 
person thought the friendship only involved texting or chatting once per month. How 
do you define what type of friendship is involved?  
 
((Teachers- I think students could get pretty engaged in this type of discussion. You’ll 
have to see how much time is left, but I’d let the discussion run for a bit if possible.)) 
 
EXPLAIN: Let me give you some other categories and issues for defining friendships. 
 
 
A. Friends with the Opposite Sex 
 
ASK: As a Christian, can you have a close friendship with someone of the opposite sex? 
 
ASK: What makes this question complicated?  
 
EMPHASIZE: Boundaries matter in every friendship, but especially our friendships with 
someone of the opposite sex. A true friend won't take advantage of the situation for 
personal gain. And a true friend definitely won't flip the switch immediately from 
friendship to something more. 
 
B. Friendships with the Same Sex in a Culture that accepts and promotes 
Homosexuality  
 
READ: 1 Samuel 18:1-5 As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan 
was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took 
him that day and would not let him return to his father's house. Then Jonathan made a 
covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his 
sword and his bow and his belt. And David went out and was successful wherever Saul 
sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all 
the people and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 
 
EXPLAIN: At times, the story of David and Jonathan is used to condone homosexual 
relationships. This doesn’t seem to be the case at all, especially based on the marriage 
of David to Saul’s daughter Michael that happens in 1 Samuel 18:17-29.  
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EMPHASIZE: When we live in a world where our identity becomes primarily about sex, 
we lose the possibility of powerful, intimate friendships that aren't sexual.  
 
ASK: What makes it hard in our world to have close friendships? Why are these 
friendships still important?  
 
C. Seasons of Friendship 
 
ASK: How many of you have a close friendship that has been in place more than 5 
years? More than 10 years? 
 
EXPLAIN: The reality is that some friendships—maybe even most friendships—will 
change over time. If every person is either our best friend or nothing at all, we don’t 
leave room for the good friends who aren’t in our inner circle.  
 
EMPHASIZE: It’s usually painful when a friendship changes or ends.   
 
READ: Acts 15:36-41 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit 
the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they 
are.” Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. But Paul thought best 
not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not 
gone with them to the work. And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they 
separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, but 
Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of 
the Lord. And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 
 
EXPLAIN: Obviously, not every friendship changes or ends because of a disagreement. 
Sometimes you just grow apart over time.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Don’t let changing friendships keep you from making new friends. God 
will bring new people into your life. Don’t stop serving Him, and don’t stop investing in 
new friendships. And, when possible, keep in touch with people who have been friends 
in the past.  
 
D. Friend of Sinners  
 
READ: Luke 7:34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at 
him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
 
EXPLAIN: There is a big debate about what it means for Jesus to be a friend of sinners. 
It’s obvious that he spent most of his time training the disciples. But, the Bible is clear 
that Jesus was also known as a friend of sinners. We need to learn from this example. 
 
ASK: What are the cautions about being a friend of sinners? What do we need to be 
careful about? 
 
ASK: What are the dangers of not being a friend of sinners?  
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GO 
 
EXPLAIN: Friendships are complicated. But God has created us to live in relationships 
with one another. Strong, Kingdom-oriented friendships are necessary for leaders. In 
addition, leaders need to have relationships with those who aren’t Christians. 
 
I want to encourage you to be intentional about how you invest your time with those 
around you.  
 
Specifically, I want us to end by praying for your friends. During the next few minutes, I 
want you to think about the friends God has given you; and I want you to pray that God 
would use those friendships to impact the world for Jesus Christ. Pray that God would 
give you Kingdom-minded friends who encourage and empower you. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time: 
 
1. Of the friend characteristics—True, Respectful, Unconditional, Sacrificial, 

Teammate—which are most important to you? 
2. Would anyone be willing to share about a TRUST friend you have (or have had in the 

past)? 
3. How does social media impact friendships in your school and youth group? What are 

the good and bad parts of social media when it comes to these friendships? 
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Orange School - TMID - Teaching Sheet - Accountability 
 
READY- BEING FRIENDLY VERSUS BEING A FRIEND 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : (Leader- tell about your experience with friendships; maybe share 
about your current best friend, or a friend who shaped you in high school) 
EXPLAIN: What I hope you learn today is that being a leader--and growing in your faith--isn't 
about being a friendly person. 
EMPHASIZE: We’re aiming for friendships that will empower us to live for God’s Kingdom. 
 
ASK: What are some characteristics of Kingdom friends who will keep you on track in life? 
 
SET - PART 1: T.R.U.S.T. FRIENDSHIPS 
EXPLAIN: At the core, we're looking for friends we can trust. And we want to be a friend that can 
be trusted. I want to teach you a way to think about friendships based on the word TRUST. I 
admit, acronyms like this can be a little cheesy, but I hope it makes you a better leader and a 
better friend. ((Teacher- feel free to expand your teaching on any of the concepts below)) 
 
T-True 
READ: Proverbs 27:6 and Ephesians 4:15 
EXPLAIN: Friendships are based on truth. We need people who tell us the truth in love.  
EMPHASIZE: This isn’t about constantly pointing out the other person’s faults. This just means 
we need friends who mean what they say and say what they mean. 
 
R-Respectful 
READ: Philippians 2:3-4 
EXPLAIN: Friends care about you; they aren’t always taking from you and trying to get ahead. 
EMPHASIZE: Respect in a friendship comes when we have boundaries. Friends who tell the 
truth are able to respect the other person by setting healthy boundaries. 
 
U-Unconditional 
READ: Proverbs 17:17  
ASK: Ok, we use that word unconditional, but are friendships really unconditional? What are 
some conditions that could really break or hurt a friendship? 
EXPLAIN: Friendships are unconditional in the sense that we don’t want “fair weather” or “band 
wagon” friends. We need people who are with through difficult times. 
 
S-Sacrificial 
READ: John 15:13 
EXPLAIN: You need the things we’ve already talked about—Truth, Respect, and Unconditional 
Love— to make sacrifices work. Friends sacrifice because they want to serve one another. 
 
T-Teammate 
READ: Romans 16:3-4 
EXPLAIN: You need friends who are on your team—they are fellow workers.  
(Philippians 1:5 calls this a “partnership in the Gospel”) 
EMPHASIZE: Friends are committed to common goals, and they will sacrifice for you.  
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PART 2: OTHER FRIENDSHIPS 
EXPLAIN: I want us to get really practical about friendships and accountability. We're going to 
discuss issues that come up with friendships and try to answer some questions you might have.  
 
ASK: I’m not very cool, but does anyone use the term BFF or Bae anymore? 
EXPLAIN: We need TRUST friends who are engaged in the Kingdom of God and who keep us 
accountable. But there are different levels of relationships with people. 
EXPLAIN: We actually see this reality in the life of Jesus. 1,000’s, 72, 12, 3, Beloved Disciple 
EMPHASIZE: Not every relationship in our life can, or should, be at the same level.  
ASK: The difficult part is determining the level of friendship (DTR=define the relationship).  
How do you define what type of friendship is involved?  
 
EXPLAIN: Let me give you some other categories and issues for defining friendships. 
A. Friends with the Opposite Sex 
ASK: As a Christian, can you have a close friendship with someone of the opposite sex? 
ASK: What makes this question complicated?  
EMPHASIZE: Boundaries matter in every friendship, but especially friendships with someone of 
the opposite sex. A true friend won't take advantage of the situation for personal gain. 
 
B. Friendships with the Same Sex in a Culture that accepts and promotes Homosexuality  
READ: 1 Samuel 18:1-5  
EXPLAIN: At times, the story of David and Jonathan is used to condone homosexuality. Doesn’t 
seem to be the case at all (1 Sam 18:17-29- marriage of David to Saul’s daughter)  
EMPHASIZE: When we live in a world where our identity becomes primarily about sex, we lose 
the possibility of powerful, intimate friendships that aren't sexual.  
ASK: What makes it hard to have close same-sex friendships? Why are these important?  
 
C. Seasons of Friendship 
ASK: How many of you have a close friendship that has been in place more than 5 years? 10? 
EXPLAIN: If every person is either our best friend or nothing at all, we don’t leave room for the 
good friends who aren’t in our inner circle.  
EMPHASIZE: It’s usually painful when a friendship changes or ends.   
READ: Acts 15:36-41 
EXPLAIN: Obviously, not every friendship changes or ends because of a disagreement. 
Sometimes you just grow apart over time.  
EMPHASIZE: Don’t let changing friendships keep you from making new friends. God will bring 
new people into your life. Don’t stop serving Him, and don’t stop investing in new friendships.  
 
D. Friend of Sinners  
READ: Luke 7:34  
EXPLAIN: It’s obvious that Jesus spent most of his time training the disciples. But, the Bible is 
clear that Jesus was also known as a friend of sinners. We need to learn from this example. 
ASK: What are the cautions about being a friend of sinners? 
ASK: What are the dangers of not being a friend of sinners?  
 
GO- INVEST IN FRIENDSHIPS 
EXPLAIN: Friendships are complicated. But God has created us to live in relationships with one 
another. I want us to end by praying for your friends. Pray that God would give you Kingdom-
minded friends who encourage and empower you.  
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Thurs PM 
Community 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Orange School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Thurs PM - Community 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Inspire students to build biblical community so they can work together for 
spiritual growth and the spread of the Gospel.. 
 
Key Texts 
• Philippians 1:3-7; 2:1-2 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Community Games 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Partners in the Gospel  
• “Set (Part 2)”- Planning for Community 
“Go”- Praying Over the Students 
 

 
 
READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: ((Since it’ll be late in the week, I’d suggest you start with a 
game or two that shows the value of teamwork/partnering. You probably have a ton of 
these games in your “back pocket” from student ministry, but if necessary, I’ve provided 
a couple of examples below.)) 
 
Possible Game 1- Give a team of 3 players three 6-foot long 2x4’s. They have to cover a 
distance of 30 or 40 feet using only those three boards and without any of the team 
members touching the ground. (They’ll only be able to do it, if they stand on one board 
and pass the available boards forward, lay it on the ground, then repeat over the full 
distance.) 
 
Possible Game 2- Drill holes in a two 2x4’s. Tie ropes through the holes to create 
handles. Teams of 3-4 participants hold the ropes and “walk” together with one foot on 
each 2x4. They’ll only be able to walk if they move together. You could create two sets of 
the boards and have a race. Or, do a timed competition with several teams.  
 
TRANSITION: Most of you have participated in those type of teamwork and partner 
games. Those games teach us that we need one another to accomplish tasks. And, 
we’ve talked a lot this week about community. Today, we’re going to create an action 
plan for how you can pursue biblical community in your youth group. But, before we get 
to that project, I want to show you two of my favorite passages about the purpose for 
community. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 
 
READ: Philippians 1:3-7 I give thanks to my God for every remembrance of you, always 
praying with joy for all of you in my every prayer, because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am sure of this, that He who started a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because I have you in my heart, and you are all partners with 
me in grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and establishment of the 
gospel. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here’s something interesting about these verses—The word “partnership” in 
verse 5 and “partner” in verse 7 contain the word “koinonia” that we saw in Acts 2. Paul 
is thankful because the Philippians shared with him in the Gospel. This means they 
received the gospel and now they want to spread the Gospel.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Being in community with Paul wasn’t an easy thing. He was imprisoned. 
He faced hardships. But he did it for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And he was able to keep 
going because he knew God would carry the work of the Gospel to completion. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Biblical community endures through difficulty—you need people around 
you who are committed to Christ no matter what. And biblical community takes a long-
term view. God will complete His work in your life and He’ll complete His work for the 
Gospel. We have to trust Him and stick together.  
 
ASK: Who have you partnered with for purpose of knowing and spreading the Gospel? 
Who has your church partnered with? ((Teacher—it might be worth it at this point to talk 
about how Baptist churches partner together in community through missions. And, you 
might have personal examples of local or global mission partnerships. Help the 
students think about connecting their lives with others to spread the Gospel.)) 
 
TRANSITION: Paul was driven by a shared goal, and he wanted the Philippians to hold 
onto this same goal.  
 
READ: Philippians 2:1-2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation 
of love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by 
thinking the same way, having the same love, sharing the same feelings, focusing on 
one goal. 
 
EXPLAIN: The core of community is a common goal—everyone is working in the same 
direction. When you know Christ, love one another, experience God’s Spirit, and show 
mercy, God will do amazing things in and through your lives.  
 
EMPHASIZE: God will build His Kingdom as His people focus on the goal of making 
disciples of all nations by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I hope you will give your 
lives for this purpose, not as lone rangers, but through the power of biblical community.  
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TRANSITION: As a first step in this direction, I want us to spend the next few minutes 
putting together a plan for how you can build community in your youth group. How can 
you become partners in the Gospel with other believers in order to see God’s Kingdom 
displayed to the world around us? Biblical community goes way beyond just a youth 
group, but it’s a place we can start right now. 
 
 
PART 2: PLANNING FOR COMMUNITY 
 
PROJECT: ((Teacher- For whatever time you have remaining, send students off with the 
worksheet in their student book to develop a Community Plan. They don’t have to work 
alone. Let them work alone or in groups. Probably will need some background music 
playing. You might even complete the Community Plan yourself to model for the 
students and/or interact with them during this time.)) 
 
 

GO 
 
CLOSING: In your group time, you’ll have a chance to talk about your community plans. 
Hopefully you can steal ideas from each other and collaborate on ideas. As we leave, I 
want to pray that you will be leaders who promote biblical community in your youth 
group and through every area of your lives.  
 
 
------ 
 
Group Time:   
 
Discuss your Community Plans together  
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Orange School - TPM - Teaching Sheet - Community 
 
READY- COMMUNITY GAMES 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION: ((Since it’ll be late in the week, I’d suggest you start with a 
game or two that shows the value of teamwork/partnering. You probably have a ton of 
these games in your “back pocket” from student ministry, but if necessary, I’ve provided 
a couple of examples)) 
 
Possible Game 1- Give a team of 3 players three 6-foot long 2x4’s. They have to cover a 
distance of 30 or 40 feet using only those three boards and without any of the team 
members touching the ground. (They’ll only be able to do it, if they stand on one board 
and pass the available boards forward, lay it on the ground, then repeat over the full 
distance.) 
 
Possible Game 2- Drill holes in a two 2x4’s. Tie ropes through the holes to create 
handles. Teams of 3-4 participants hold the ropes and “walk” together with one foot on 
each 2x4. They’ll only be able to walk if they move together. You could create two sets of 
the boards and have a race. Or, do a timed competition with several teams.  
 
TRANSITION: Most of you have participated in those type of teamwork and partner 
games. Those games teach us that we need one another to accomplish tasks. And, 
we’ve talked a lot this week about community. Today, we’re going to create an action 
plan for how you can pursue biblical community in your youth group. But, before we get 
to that project, I want to show you two of my favorite passages about the purpose for 
community. 
 
SET - PART 1: PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 
READ: Philippians 1:3-7 
EXPLAIN: Here’s something interesting about these verses—The word “partnership” in 
verse 5 and “partner” in verse 7 contain the word “koinonia” that we saw in Acts 2. Paul 
is thankful because the Philippians shared with him in the Gospel. This means they 
received the gospel and now they want to spread the Gospel.  
EMPHASIZE: Being in community with Paul wasn’t an easy thing. He was imprisoned. 
He faced hardships. But he did it for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And he was able to keep 
going because he knew God would carry the work of the Gospel to completion. 
EMPHASIZE: Biblical community endures through difficulty—you need people around 
you who are committed to Christ no matter what. And biblical community takes a long-
term view. God will complete His work in your life and He’ll complete His work for the 
Gospel.  
 
ASK: Who have you partnered with for purpose of knowing and spreading the Gospel? 
Who has your church partnered with? ((Teacher—it might be worth it at this point to talk 
about how Baptist churches partner together in community through missions. And, you 
might have personal examples of local or global mission partnerships. Help the 
students think about connecting their lives with others to spread the Gospel.)) 
 
TRANSITION: Paul was driven by a shared goal, and he wanted the Philippians to hold 
onto this same goal.  
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READ: Philippians 2:1-2 
EXPLAIN: The core of community is a common goal—everyone is working in the same 
direction. When you know Christ, love one another, experience God’s Spirit, and show 
mercy, God will do amazing things in and through your lives.  
EMPHASIZE: God will build His Kingdom as His people focus on the goal of making 
disciples of all nations by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I hope you will give your 
lives for this purpose, not as lone rangers, but through the power of biblical community.  
 
TRANSITION: I want us to spend the next few minutes putting together a plan for how 
you can build community in your youth group. How can you become partners in the 
Gospel with other believers in order to see God’s Kingdom displayed to the world 
around us? Biblical community goes way beyond just a youth group, but it’s a place we 
can start right now. 
 
 
PART 2: PLANNING FOR COMMUNITY 
 
PROJECT: ((Teacher- For whatever time you have remaining, send students off with the 
worksheet in their student book to develop a Community Plan. They don’t have to work 
alone. Let them work alone or in groups. Probably will need some background music 
playing. You might even complete the Community Plan yourself to model for the 
students and/or interact with them during this time.)) 
 
 
GO- PRAYING OVER THE STUDENTS 
 
CLOSING: In your group time, you’ll have a chance to talk about your community plans. 
Hopefully you can steal ideas from each other and collaborate on ideas. As we leave, I 
want to pray that you will be leaders who promote biblical community in your youth 
group and through every area of your lives. 
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