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THANK YOU for your willingness to be involved with the discipleship of students 
during the weeks of Super Summer, Oklahoma. Super Summer exists to inspire 
and equip students as Kingdom-minded leaders.  This task can only happen 
with your diligent study and prayer over this material and your school. This 
ORANGE SCHOOL material has been prayerfully and thoughtfully prepared in 
order to help disciple the students who will be in attendance. 
 
If ORANGE SCHOOL is the only year a student attends Super Summer, 
Oklahoma, he/she will receive deep, discipleship teaching that will enable them 
to begin their sophomore year with biblical confidence and a firm footing in their 
spiritual growth. However, if a student attended in previous years, this material 
will build on the topics they learned in their previous schools and help bring a 
deeper understanding of those topics. 
 
The TEACHING structure being implemented with this material consists of 9 
teaching sessions, Tuesday –Thursday, for each school, (AM, Mid, PM). The AM 
and Mid teaching times will discuss 6 core topics at age appropriate levels. These 
topics include: Bible Study 101, Personal Holiness, Moral Boundaries, Prayer, 
Witness, & Accountability. The PM teaching times will be age/color specific for the 
schools focusing on a particular idea for each grade level. 
 
 
SILVER SCHOOL CURRICULUM  has been written to help students learn what it 
means to INFLUENCE the world with their faith. 
 
EACH LESSON contains an overview describing what the other schools are 
studying on the same subject, teaching notes, teaching guides, and examples of 
handouts to be utilized in class. 
 
 Overview - Table format & description containing details concerning each 
 schools teaching 
  

Expanded Teaching Notes  - Background information for teaching 
material and descriptions  of key  terms used in the teaching guides 

 
Teaching Sheets  - designed to be printed front-back for ease-of-use 
during your teaching time 

 
Additionally , several of the lessons have handouts for the students and examples 
are in the material for your review and to make copies. 
 
THANK YOU, once again, for being a part of Super Summer, Oklahoma. We are 
praying for you as you prepare.  
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Curriculum  
 
 
 
Super Summer exists to inspire and equip students as Kingdom-
minded leaders . To assist in achieving that goal we have developed 
curriculum that is targeted at specific, age level, discipleship needs. 
 
RED - Foundation - Building your faith 
BLUE - Commitment - Commitment to your faith 
ORANGE - Community – Community in your faith 
YELLOW - Service - Working in your faith 
GREEN - Legacy - Leaving a Legacy of faith 
SILVER - Influence - Influencing with your faith 
 
 
Overview of the Lesson Format: Ready – Set – Go 
Ready 
• Opening Illustrations and Ideas 
• Setting the stage for the students 
 

Set 
• Outline of the Main Teaching Points 
• Questions and Illustrations 
• Additional Commentary as needed 
 

Go 
• Concluding Points and Illustrations 
• Summarizing the Material 
• Transitioning Students to their Group Time 
 
Explanation of the Teaching Notes 
 

The terms in all-caps are intended to guide you through the teaching process. 
When the term “EXPLAIN,” is used, don’t think you have to read this section 
verbatim; the term is just being used to distinguish the section from questions, 
illustrations, etc. Also, the “ASK” lines can be actual questions soliciting a 
response or rhetorical questions providing opportunity for silent reflection. 
Include some student feedback to keep them engaged, but some groups do well 
with rhetorical questions as well. Expand upon the points you find particularly 
important and gloss over other sections. Teach according to the needs of your 
group and according to the leadership of God’s Spirit. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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silver school 
teaching breakdown 
 

 
 

 
 
 

AM 

 
 
 

MID 

 
 
 

PM 

 
 
 
 

Tues 

 
Bible Study 101 

 
Teaching students to 

read Revelation 
through a proper 
understanding of 

prophecy and 
apocalypse. 

 

 
Personal 
Holiness 

 
Teaching students to 
consider the purpose 
of holiness (to bring 

glory to God not self) 
 

 
Influence 

 
Encourage 
students to 

influence others 
for the right 

reasons in the 
right ways 

 
 
 
 
 

Wed 

 
Moral 

Boundaries 
 

Empowering 
students to 

establish 
boundaries in their 

lives in regard to 
work and the use of 
material resources. 

 

 
Prayer 

 
Leading students to 

pray for spiritual 
protection and 
deliverance for 
themselves and 

others. 
 

 
Influence 

 
Influence through 

servant 
leadership. Being 
salt & light to the 
world around us. 

 

 
 
 
 

Thurs 

 
Witness 

 
Equip students to 

share their faith in a 
pluralistic culture. 

 

 
Accountability 

 
Help students 

understand the 
factors that will keep 
them consistent and 

on-track during a 
season of transition 

 

 
Influence 

 
Call students to 

multiply their 
influence by 

investing their life 
in others as a part 

of the Body of 
Christ. 
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Tues AM 
Bible Study 101 
 
 
 

 Genre Bible Study Tool 

Red Law Genre 4 Questions to Study Bible; 
Introduction to Genres 

Blue Narrative Genre Using Journalistic Questions; 
Identifying the Main Themes 

Orange Gospel Genre Compare/Contrast; Reading 
the Bible as a Big Picture 
Story 

Yellow Wisdom Genre  Word Studies; Introduction 
to Translations 

Green Letters Genre Inductive Bible Study 
Method 

Silver Prophecy Genre & Revelation Applying the Scriptures to 
Our Lives and Contemporary 
Culture 

 
 
Overview of Bible Study 101 
One of the simplest keys to studying Scripture is remembering that we don’t read a 
novel the same way we read a cookbook. Similarly, we don’t read a letter from Paul the 
same way we read Proverbs. We want students to know that the Bible is a unified, 
powerful story of God's grace and love; at the same time, God has given us this Story 
through multiple forms (genres).  
 
For the Bible study tools, any of these can stand alone as a way to approach Scripture, 
but taken together they form a broad foundation for hermeneutics. In the modern world, 
we have an overwhelming number of Bible study tools and resources, but here we are 
going to focus on "tools" that encourage personal interaction with the text. There is value 
in websites, computer programs, and commentaries, but we don't want students to rely 
on these sources or go to them as the first resort. The group time will provide a way for 
the students to practice the Bible study tool. 
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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 Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 
Tues AM - Bible Study 101 

 
 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Genre = Prophecy/Revelation (The categories aren’t synonymous. Revelation is 
really a hybrid of multiple genres—letter, prophecy, and apocalypse. In addition, 
prophecy is complex because many debates exist about the relationship between 
Old Testament and New Testament prophecy. For this session, though, we’re 
going to focus on teaching students to read Revelation through a proper 
understanding of prophecy and apocalypse.) 
 
Tool = Dealing with Multiple Viewpoints; Applying the Scriptures to Our Lives 
and Contemporary Culture 
 
Goal = Help students deal with the complexity of reading and applying 
Revelation. 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Introduce Revelation and Prophecy 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Understanding Revelation and Prophecy 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Applying Revelation to the Contemporary World  
• “Go”- Revelation and Missions 
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READY 
 
****Teacher - If possible, before the students walk into the room for this session, have a 
small table, with an object on the table, covered by a black sheet or cloth of some kind. 
I’ll explain more below. 
 
OPENING QUESTION: When you think about the book of Revelation in the Bible, what 
comes to mind? What images do you think about? How does it make you feel? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: We live in a world obsessed with the end of the world. Hollywood seems 
to make movies and shows about this all the time.  
 
ASK: What’s your favorite apocalyptic movie or show? 
 
EXPLAIN: In church, people are usually at one of two extremes when it comes to this 
topic—either obsessed with Revelation and the end of the world or completely confused 
by it all and so they just avoid the topic altogether. 
 
EMPHASIZE: This session is going to be fun, because we’re going to discuss how to 
understand and apply this part of the Bible. First things first, though, here’s the main 
lesson for today. If you get this part right, everything else will fall into place.  
 
It’s Revelation. Singular. Not Revelations, plural. (Teacher, if it doesn't seem too cheesy, 
you can hold out the -s on revelations to overemphasize that we aren’t going to say that. 
We’re going to say Revelation!) 
 
 
TRANSITION: So, with that as our starting point, how do we understand this book? First 
we’re going to look at the book in general. Then, we’re going to focus on why this book 
matters for you guys as spiritual leaders. 
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SET 
PART 1: UNDERSTANDING REVELATION AND PROPHECY 
 
READ: Revelation 1:1-7 
 
The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave Him to show His slaves what must quickly 
take place. He sent it and signified it through His angel to His slave John, who testified to 
God’s word and to the testimony about Jesus Christ, in all he saw. The one who reads this 
is blessed, and those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep what is written in it 
are blessed, because the time is near! 
 
John: To the seven churches in Asia. 
 
Grace and peace to you from the One who is, who was, and who is coming; from the 
seven spirits before His throne; and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has set us 
free from our sins by His blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father — 
the glory and dominion are His forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, including those who 
pierced Him. And all the families of the earth will mourn over Him. This is certain. Amen 
 
EXPLAIN: Some books in the Bible are poetry. Other books are called Gospels. Others 
are letters.  
 
ASK: Looking at the first seven verses of Revelation, how would you categorize this book? 
What type of writing is it? (Teacher- If you get any students brave enough to answer, 
they’ll probably choose “prophecy” from verse 3.) 
 
EXPLAIN: Revelation is unique because the first seven verses show us it’s a combo of (at 
least) three types of writing—Apocalypse, Prophecy, and Letter. 
 
We’re not going to talk much today about Revelation as a letter, but notice in verse 4 that 
John is writing to seven churches in Asia (modern day Turkey). Also, chapters 2 and 3 are 
letters. This is important because it reminds us John was writing to real people, in real 
places, about real issues. The history of Revelation matters. 
 
ASK: Revelation is also prophecy. Where else do we find prophecy in the Bible? 
 
EXPLAIN: That’s right, prophecy shows up quite a bit in the Old Testament. The New 
Testament also talks a lot about prophecy.  
 
ASK: When you hear the word prophecy, what comes to mind? (Teacher- Students who 
look at too many grocery store magazines might mention someone like Nostradamus; 
more than likely, though, they’ll mention something about foretelling the future.) 
 
EMPHASIZE: Prophecy is not primarily about predicting future events. God led them to 
do this at times, and those predictions are amazing signs of God’s power and glory. 
However, the prophets’ main job was to speak into a situation, not beyond a situation. 
Even when they used future language, they almost always used this future language to 
make a present point.   
 
READ: Revelation 1:3 
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The one who reads this is blessed, and those who hear the words of this prophecy and 
keep what is written in it are blessed, because the time is near. 
 
ASK: As a result of reading or hearing the prophecy, what does John want to happen? 
 
EXPLAIN: That’s right, he says “take to heart”. Other translations use the word “keep” or 
“heed”. This is a word that is often used with obeying or keeping the commandments of 
God. In other words, John expects that this message will affect them in the present and 
cause them to take certain actions. So, Revelation is not solely about future events. It was 
meant to call the people to action based on what they read and heard.  
 
READ: Revelation 1:1 
 
The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave Him to show His slaves what must quickly 
take place. He sent it and signified it through His angel to His slave John, 
 
EXPLAIN: Revelation is a letter and a prophecy. But the name of the book also is the 
name of another type of writing—Apocalypse. Apocalypse is how we say in English the 
Greek letters for the first word in this book. So, an apocalypse is the “revealing” of 
something.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: We’re going to have an Apocalypse right now. I don’t think the world is 
going to end. (!!) But on this table, I have an object covered by this sheet. You can see 
the basic shape, so you probably have a few guesses about what it is. But, you can only 
know for sure if I reveal it to you. So, you’re about to have an Apocalypse, or a Revelation. 
(Remove the cloth; the object will probably be pretty simple so the students will find it 
anti-climactic or silly, but that’s ok.) 
 
EXPLAIN: Now, I know that was’t a great Revelation, because the object wasn’t very 
important. But, imagine if it had been something great or valuable. In the ancient world, 
an Apocalypse or Revelation was a form of writing or story-telling in which something 
hidden was revealed, usually by a heavenly messenger, to a minority group that was 
facing a powerful enemy. The smaller group would reveal special knowledge so they 
could understand what was happening. These messages would use symbolic imagery to 
let the minority group see things in a new way—to give this group hope beyond their 
current circumstances. 
 
ASK: How many of you like rap music? (Teacher, admittedly this illustration could go off 
the rails, but it’s an awesome illustration if you can stay on track and make it work.)  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Rap music is actually the best way I know to explain Revelation to you. 
I’m not talking about some of the terrible rap music today. I’m talking about some of the 
original stuff. (Teacher- If you’re willing and you know some 80’s or 90’s rap, you could 
play a short section of rap…as long as it’s clean!)  
 
Okay, so what does rap have to do with Revelation? Rap began as a way for minority 
groups (not just ethnic minorities, but any oppressed group) to confront the powers 
using insider-language that inspired their own group and rejected the other group.  
 
READ: Revelation 1:1 (again)  
 
The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave Him to show His slaves what must quickly 
take place. He sent it and signified it through His angel to His slave John, 
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EXPLAIN: Revelation was written to a group of Christians facing persecution from the 
Roman empire. Many of them were in danger of giving up. It looked like Rome was 
winning, not Jesus. God gave them a Revelation through an angel to John, using tons of 
symbolic, insider language, to let them know that He was still in control and He would 
win. They could worship and stay faithful, because of who Jesus was and what Jesus had 
accomplished.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Revelation is the Gospel—the Good News of Jesus, told in a different way to 
inspire a group of Christians to keep the faith and not give up. There are lots of questions 
about details in the book, but this is the main point that should control how we 
understand everything else. 
 
 
TRANSITION: Ok, so now that we know some more about Revelation and ancient 
prophecy, what does this have to do with being a spiritual leader? 
 
 
PART 2: APPLYING REVELATION TO THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD  
 
EXPLAIN: For this session, I want to give you two ways you can apply Revelation.  
 
1st Application- Don’t Be Afraid 
EMPHASIZE: As you lead Bible studies and think about how Scripture applies in your life, 
one of the most important lessons is to think about how the Scripture would’ve impacted 
the original audience. How would they have applied and responded to what they heard? 
 
ASK: What did we learn earlier about the original recipients of Revelation and prophecy? 
Were they the group in charge? (No, they were a persecuted minority in the Roman 
Empire.) 
 
READ: Revelation 1:17-20 
 
When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. He laid His right hand on me and said, 
“Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I was dead, but look — I 
am alive forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades. Therefore write what 
you have seen, what is, and what will take place after this. The secret of the seven stars 
you saw in My right hand and of the seven gold lampstands is this: The seven stars are 
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
 
ASK: What can we learn from what John experienced in verse 17? 
 
EXPLAIN: That’s right, one of the most important applications of Revelation is that it 
should lead us to not be afraid. This is ironic because some of the images in Revelation 
scare people. But when our lives are focused on Jesus and we see His greatness, we 
won’t be afraid. 
 
READ: John 16:33 
 
I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. You will have suffering in 
this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world. 
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EXPLAIN: The original recipients of Revelation had every reason to be afraid. They were 
under one of the most powerful empires of all time. It looked like their God had lost. But, 
God revealed Himself to them in a way that showed them they didn’t need to give up 
and they didn’t have to be afraid. 
 
APPLICATION: On the basis of a fresh understanding of Revelation, leaders will model 
trust and faithfulness in God’s victory through Christ. They won’t give into the pressures 
of the world or give up, even in the face of suffering. As a leader, you will face difficult 
situations and suffering. How you approach those situations will show the world how to 
interpret Revelation. 
 
2nd Application- Walk Through Different Interpretation 
EXPLAIN: Revelation also teaches leaders, like yourselves, an important lesson—how to 
deal with different interpretations of a passage or idea.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Learning to lead means seeing issues from multiple angles. Leaders are 
able to face difficult issues and topics by hearing various viewpoints and pointing out the 
main, core issues. Leaders learn from others and stay true to their convictions at the 
same time.  
 
READ: Revelation 20:1-3 
 
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the abyss and a great 
chain in his hand. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent who is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him for 1,000 years. He threw him into the abyss, closed it, and put a seal on it 
so that he would no longer deceive the nations until the 1,000 years were completed. 
After that, he must be released for a short time. 
 
ASK: What word do we sometimes use to describe the thousand years mentioned in 
these verses? (Millennium) 
 
EXPLAIN: Other than in these verses, extending through verse 7 of this chapter, no other 
place in Scripture mentions this particular thousand year period. Yet, the idea of the 
millennium has created some huge debates and some huge charts over the year. 
Christians disagree about what the millennium will be like, when it will happen, and 
whether it will an actual thousand-year period. 
 
EXPLAIN: We can’t solve this issue today. But what I want you to go home with is a 
commitment, as a leader, to handle debates like this in a way that helps those you are 
leading. The people you lead will have arguments and debates; leaders know how to 
handle these.   
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APPLICATION: I want to give you five quick hints to handle these type of situations. 
Hopefully these will benefit you as you grow in your leadership. 
 
1. Look Again- We often assume passages say things they don’t actually say. When you 

encounter a difficult passage or topic, look at it again, slowly, to rediscover what’s 
really there. As you look again, do your best to pretend what it would be like to read 
the passage for the first time. 

2. Look Across- Look across the room and across the world. In other words, learn from 
others. The key to being a great leader is being teachable. Leaders don’t learn one 
idea and stop there. They want to learn from others, especially others in different 
parts of the world. 

3. Look Back- I can almost guarantee you that you’re not the first person to deal with 
the issue in front of you. Look back to those who have come before you, both those 
currently living and those who are long dead. Leaders study history and learn how 
previous leaders have dealt with an issue. Old ideas are not wrong or bad ideas; in 
fact, the history of the Church holds incredible wisdom for young leaders who are 
facing difficult issues. 

4. Look Big- Make sure you aren’t missing the forest for the trees. In Revelation 20, the 
millennium is important; but a leader wants to know how this piece of the puzzle fits 
into the big picture. Above all, you want to be someone who studies the full counsel 
of God’s Word, not just one or two parts. 

5. Look In- Is your heart pure and humble? Before we can lead others, we need to allow 
God’s Spirit to lead us as we interpret Scripture and teach those around us. Make 
sure you’re keeping an eye on your personal life. Sin can distort our reading of 
Scripture quickly. 

 
 
TRANSITION: There’s a lot more we could say about this topic, but as we wrap up, there 
is one other way to apply Revelation in our lives that might be the most important. 
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GO 
 
EMPHASIZE: God’s Victory through Jesus is so incredible that instead of arguing over 
charts about how the world will end, we should go to our knees in worship and get on 
out feet to tell the world about His glory and power. Revelation, at the end of the Bible, is 
possibly the greatest missionary book ever. It begins with Jesus. It tells the story of His 
glory coming through suffering. It reminds us of the results of sin and rebellion against 
God. It ends with a beautiful picture of how God will make all things right.  
 
EXPLAIN: As leaders, many of you will work in careers that allow you serve as 
missionaries in your jobs and all around the world. I pray that what you have learned 
about Revelation will inspire you as you move forward. I want to end with one of the 
greatest set of missionary verses in the Bible. 
 
READ: Revelation 7:9-12 
 
After this I looked, and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language, which no one could number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 
They were robed in white with palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud 
voice: 
 
“Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
  
All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures, and they 
fell facedown before the throne and worshiped God, saying: 
 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
strength be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
--------------- 
 
Group Time:  
1. What are some recent conversations you’ve had about Revelation or the end of the 

world? 
2. Why do you think people are so fascinated with movies and books about the end of 

the world? 
3. What did you learn today about Revelation and prophecy that will help you when you 

have conversations with friends/family members about end-of-the-world topics?  
 (Group Leaders- This is a big question for students to address on the spot. I’d 
 suggest you allow them room to talk, but if needed, lead them toward: trust in 
 Jesus’ victory; the reality that people have always wondered about the end of the 
 world…it’s not a new question; Revelation isn’t meant to evoke fear, but worship 
 and missions; Revelation is the key to understanding the fulfillment of God’s 
 story in Scripture, not a new set of riddles to take us down strange paths.) 
4. We talked about Revelation being a really controversial topic.  

A. What are some other theological/biblical topics cause a lot of 
disagreement/controversy? 

B. As a leader, how you can help a group of Christians navigate these topics? 
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Tues MID 
Personal Holiness 
 
 
 
 

 Text Theme 

Red 1 Thessalonians 4; Colossians 
1 

Define Holiness= separated 
from sin; dedicated to God 

Blue Isaiah 6; Leviticus 19; 1 Peter 1 God’s holiness is the 
foundation for my holiness 

Orange 1 Peter 2 Corporate (Group) Holiness 
is related to my holiness 

Yellow Psalm 1; Psalm 119 The Holy Bible promotes my 
Holy Life 

Green Colossians 1; 1 Corinthians 1 Already/Not Yet- Personal 
Holiness is a Process 

Silver Isaiah 6; Philippians 2 Purpose of Holiness- To 
Bring God Glory and Shine 
Like a Star 

 
 
Overview of Personal Holiness 
I am trying to follow a "classical education" model throughout the schools for this 
session. We want students to learn the "grammar" of holiness in the early years--
definition, foundations, and key texts. Then, we'll expand out from there to include a 
broader picture of holiness and how it impacts those around us. In addition, I hope the 
personal holiness sessions will set the stage for more specific discussions in the moral 
boundaries sessions.  
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Tues MID - Personal Holiness 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Encourage students to consider the purpose of holiness. The purpose of 
holiness is not to bring glory to self, but to bring glory to God and bring light to a 
dark world.  
 
Key Texts 
• Isaiah 6 
• Psalm 115:1-8 
• Psalm 73 
• Philippians 2:14-16 
• Matthew 5:13-16 
• 1 Peter 2:9-10 
• Colossians 1:13-14 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Why does Personal Holiness matter? 
• “Set (Part 1)”- God’s Greatness…Bringing Glory to Him 
• “Set (Part 2)”- World’s Darkness…Bringing Light to Them 
• “Go”- An Additional Purpose of Holiness…Our Joy 
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READY 
 
OPENING QUESTION: Let me ask you a tough question- do you ever get tired of trying 
to be good? Now, I know some of you might think, "I don't get tired of being good, 
because I don't do it enough." But as Christians leaders, this is something you need to 
consider, because it can hit leaders really hard. We try to follow Jesus and serve Him. You 
lead Bible studies; share Christ with your friends; resist temptations. But, at some point, 
you might find yourself wondering if living a holy life really matters? 
 
This is a temptation that you'll probably face in the next few years. As you move into a 
new season of life, you'll be tempted to think, Why does holiness matter? What's the 
purpose? During this session, I want us to establish the purpose God has given us to 
pursue holiness.  
 
TRANSITION: So, what's the big deal about personal holiness? Why does it matter how 
we live?  
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SET 
 
PART 1: GOD’S GREATNESS…BRINGING GLORY TO HIM 
 
READ: Isaiah 6:1-4 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, and 
His robe filled the temple. Seraphim were standing above Him; each one had six 
wings:with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
And one called to another: 
 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth.” 
  
The foundations of the doorways shook at the sound of their voices, and the temple was 
filled with smoke. 
 
EXPLAIN: Verse 1 shows us that, in the midst of a difficult time (the death of the king), 
Isaiah saw the Lord. We get the feeling that Isaiah is looking up at God. The Lord is high 
and lifted up; the train of His robe filled the temple.  
 
The Lord is surrounded by angelic figures who call out, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts." These angelic figures are in no way on the same level as the Lord. They are 
overcome by God's holiness and they are worshipping Him.  
 
Notice at the end of verse 3, after praising the Lord's holiness, the angelic beings call out 
that the whole earth is full of His glory. God's glory and holiness are closely related. His 
glory involves a recognition of the weight of his greatness. No part of God's creation is 
separated from His glory. 
 
ASK: How many of you like to go into a rural area at night and look at the stars? How 
does it make you feel to look up and see all those stars on a clear night? (Hopefully the 
students will take about feeling small, or overwhelmed, or in awe.) 
 
READ: Isaiah 6:5 
 
Then I said: “Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips and live 
among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
Hosts.” 
 
EXPLAIN: For Isaiah, he caught a glimpse of God's greatness and holiness; and he was 
completely overcome. Isaiah had to confront his own sin and the sin of those around 
him. Isaiah wanted to be made clean--he wanted to live in light of God's glory. 
Experiencing God's greatness and holiness inspired him to be holy and bring glory to 
God. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Holiness means we are separated from sin and dedicated to God. We were 
created by a great God in His image to bring glory to Him by living for Him in this world. 
We were created for holiness, not to pursue the temporary things of this world or live for 
false gods and idols. 
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READ Psalm 115:1-8 
 
Not to us, Yahweh, not to us, but to Your name give glory because of Your faithful love, 
because of Your truth.  Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”  Our God is in 
heaven and does whatever He pleases. Their idols are silver and gold, made by human 
hands. They have mouths but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. They have ears but 
cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. They have hands but cannot feel, feet, but cannot 
walk. They cannot make a sound with their throats. Those who make them are just like 
them, as are all who trust in them. 
 
ASK: Look at the final verse...what is the result of making or trusting in an idol, a false 
god? 
 
EXPLAIN: That's right, just as God created us in His image to reflect His character to the 
world around us; those who create idols and trust in them, actually begin to take on the 
image and character of the idol.  
 
EMPHASIZE: This is why personal holiness is so important for you as a leader--We 
become like what we worship . What you give yourself to will ultimately shape the 
purpose and direction of your life.  
 
READ: Psalm 73:1-5 
 
God is indeed good to Israel, to the pure in heart. But as for me, my feet almost slipped; 
my steps nearly went astray. For I envied the arrogant; I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
They have an easy time until they die, and their bodies are well fed. They are not in 
trouble like others; they are not afflicted like most people. 
 
ASK: As you try to live a holy life for God’s glory, have you ever felt jealous of those who 
seemed to be having “more fun” living for themselves away from God? (Teacher- This 
question probably works best as a rhetorical question, so introduce it how you think is 
best. *Also, you might want to share a personal story at this point if you’ve struggled in 
the past with jealously of those opposed to God.) 
 
READ: Psalm 73:13-19 
 
Did I purify my heart and wash my hands in innocence for nothing? For I am afflicted all 
day long and punished every morning. If I had decided to say these things aloud, I would 
have betrayed Your people. When I tried to understand all this, it seemed hopeless until I 
entered God’s sanctuary. Then I understood their destiny. Indeed, You put them in 
slippery places; You make them fall into ruin. How suddenly they become a desolation! 
They come to an end, swept away by terrors. 
 
ASK: In this chapter, as the Psalmist admitted his jealousy, what did he recognize about 
those opposed to God? (Answer- they will come to an end; their ways will 
perish…emphasize for the students that the ways and pleasures of the world are 
temporary in comparison to God’s eternal glory) 
 
APPLICATION: As a leader, if you’re not in awe of God and if you aren’t living for His 
glory, the things of the world will quickly look better than God and these things will take 
over your life. As a leader, you constantly need to look in fresh ways at the greatness of 
God and the power of His work in your life and in the world. As we recognize God’s 
greatness, we will bring glory to Him. 
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TRANSLATION: We also realize that living a holy life for God’s glory is not a private or 
selfish thing. God desires to work through the holy lives of His people. He doesn't make 
us holy simply for our relationship with Him; it's also for our relationships with others, as 
we bring light to a dark world. 
 
 
PART 2: WORLD’S DARKNESS…BRINGING LIGHT TO THEM 
 
READ: Isaiah 6:8-11 
 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a glowing coal that he had 
taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this 
has touched your lips, 
your wickedness is removed and your sin is atoned for.” 
 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: “Who should I send? Who will go for Us?” 
 
I said: “Here I am. Send me.” 
 
And He replied: “Go! Say to these people: Keep listening, but do not understand; keep 
looking, but do not perceive. Dull the minds of these people; deafen their ears and blind 
their eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes and hear with their ears, understand 
with their minds, 
turn back, and be healed.” 
 
EXPLAIN: After experiencing God's greatness, Isaiah wanted to put his holiness into 
action. He said, "Here am I, send me." And so God sent him with a difficult message to a 
difficult people in order to bring light and truth to this people. 
 
EMPHASIZE: God makes us holy so that His light will shine through us into a dark world. 
I want to show you a place this happened in the Old Testament, then we're going to look 
at some important New Testament passages about being light in a dark world. 
 
READ: Isaiah 49:6 
 
God says (to His servant), “It is not enough for you to be My Servant raising up the tribes 
of Jacob and restoring the protected ones of Israel. I will also make you a light for the 
nations, to be My salvation to the ends of the earth.” 
 
EMPHASIZE: God's design for His people is that He would shine His light and holiness 
through us into a dark world, so that people might come to Him for life and salvation. 
Holiness is not simply about our relationship with God. The purpose of holiness is that 
we would be people prepared by God to shine His light into a dark work. This idea of a 
light shining into a dark world is extremely important in the New Testament. 
 
((Teacher- It might work well to have students ready to read these passages aloud, one 
after the other, since they make similar points.)) 
 
READ: Colossians 1:13-14 
 
He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
the Son He loves. We have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, in Him. 
 



 

16 | P a g e  
 

READ: 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, 
so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
READ: Matthew 5:14-16  
 
You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a 
lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who 
are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
READ: Philippians 2:14-16 
 
Do everything without grumbling and arguing, so that you may be blameless and pure, 
children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom 
you shine like stars in the world. Hold firmly to the message of life. Then I can boast in 
the day of Christ that I didn’t run or labor for nothing. 
 
ASK: According to those verses, what is the point of shining into the world?  
 
EXPLAIN: That's right. As we live holy lives to bring glory to God, He will cause His light to 
shine through us into a dark world AND people will see this and give glory to God. It 
becomes an incredible cycle of holiness, light and glory! 
 
APPLICATION: In your groups, you’ll have a chance to explore what it means to be light 
in a dark world. But I want to highlight a quick, important point from those verses in 
Philippians 2:14-16. 
 
ASK: We talked earlier about looking at stars. How many of you like to look at shooting 
stars or go outside and watch those meteor showers when they happen?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, I love to watch those as well. Here’s the problem though—shooting stars 
aren’t actually stars, are they? They’re meteoroids that become meteors as they enter the 
atmosphere. They don’t actually produce light themselves, and they don’t last very long.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Here’s my encouragement for you all—many Christian leaders like 
yourselves are more like shooting stars than like the stars and lights mentioned in the 
New Testament. Your goal as a Christian is not to go fast, look good, and burn out 
quickly. My goal is that you’ll be great Christian leaders 30 years from now, not a popular 
Christian leader in high school who is nowhere to be found in 3 years.  
 
Holiness—God’s work in and through you—isn’t a short-term, emotional experience. It is 
an on-going, transformative experience by which He works in and through you over 
many years. **Be a shining star that grows brighter with time, not a shooting star that 
burns out quickly.    
 
TRANSITION: The purposes for God's holiness at work in our lives are to bring glory to 
Him because of His greatness and bring light to the world because of it's darkness. But 
as we end this session, I want to give you a third, surprising purpose--we pursue holiness 
for our Joy. 
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GO: OUR JOY 
 
EMPHASIZE: When we live for God's glory and the good of others, one of the surprising 
results is that we will find greater joy in life than we ever thought possible.  
 
We saw in Psalm 73 earlier that it’s easy to believe the lie that true happiness and joy are 
found in pursuing the temporary pleasures of this world. But my prayer for you—as you 
prepare for the next season of your life—that you will find the greatest joy in life comes 
from living holy lives for the glory of God and the good of others. You will probably be 
tempted at some point in the next year to say, "It just isn't worth it to pursue a holy life. I 
don't see the point.” I pray God will remind you of His glory, of the need for light in a 
dark world, and of the perfect joy that comes from a life of holiness.  
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group 
1. What are some things that cause us to lose sight of God’s greatness?  
(If the group needs some ideas to get conversation started, you could try: worrying too 
much about self-perception; failing to gather with others in worship; busyness; 
isolated/inward lives…) 
 
2. God is working in and through you to bring light to a dark world. Think about your 
current stage in life. What areas of the world around you are darkest?  
  
3. Based on the previous question, in what ways do we need to be careful about 
approaching darkness? 
 
4. What do you think about the comparison the teacher made between shining stars and 
shooting stars? Can you think of some people who seemed more like shooting stars than 
shining stars? How can we avoid being shooting stars during college/early career years? 
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Tues PM 
INFLUENCE 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Tues PM - Legacy 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Encourage students to influence others…for the right reasons, in the right 
ways. 
 
Key Texts 
• Genesis 1:27-28 
• Deuteronomy 18:9, 13-14 
• 2 Kings 17:7-9 
• Romans 12:1-2 
• 2 Corinthians 1:3-4  
• Multiple others 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Examples of Influence 
• “Set (Part 1)”- What is Influence? 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Who/What has influenced your life? 
• “Go”- Using Your Influence 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Let me give you two options. First is a lady named Anne. Most  
of her life, she lived in a small, Manhattan apartment that was falling apart--the paint 
was peeling off the walls and the rent of $400 per month meant there was very little 
upkeep around the apartment complex. She worked in a simple job, never receiving a 
promotion at work. She owned worn out furniture, went to the library to get her news to 
avoid paying for newspaper or tv, and spent almost no money on herself. Anne died in 
1995 at the age of 105 and decided to leave her inheritance to a university in New York 
City. How much do you think she was able to give? [[Teacher--You could give the 
students a chance to guess, if you want.]] Her estate was worth $22 million dollars. Anne 
Scheiber had invested everything she could save during her lifetime and almost no one 
knows her name, but her influence was off the charts at the time of her death. 
 
Here's the second option. A man named Michael. He was one of the most famous 
entertainers in history. One album, Thriller, is the best selling album of all time. Most of 
his other albums became cultural sensations, and he is estimated to have earned over a 
billion dollars in his life between album sales and other income, such as merchandise 
and endorsements. When Michael Jackson died in 2009, though, do you know how much 
his inheritance was worth? [[Teacher- once again, give the students a chance to guess, if 
you want.]] Well, it depends on which account you read, but by most reports, he was 
about $500 million dollars in the hole. 
 
ASK: Which of these people had the bigger influence? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, I think I agree with you. But it's a tricky question, isn't it? Both had 
incredible influence. The big questions, though, are how do we get our influence and 
what do we do with our influence? 
 
TRANSITION: This week, we're going to talk about the influence you have on the world 
around you. You guys are leaders. And leadership is influence. You influence others 
whether you intend to, or not. I want to help you think through how to influence people 
in ways that really matter. I want you to influence people throughout your life in the right 
ways, for the right reasons. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: WHAT IS INFLUENCE? 
 
EXPLAIN: Influence is the power to impact another person's actions, thinking, or beliefs. 
This means Influence can be used for good or evil. 
 
ASK: What are some ways people can use their influence for evil/bad purposes? 
 
ASK: What are some ways people can use their influence for good purposes? 
 
EMPHASIZE: Did you know, having influence is actually part of God's purpose for 
creation? God has created us to have influence on the world around us. 
 
READ: Genesis 1:27-28 
 
So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created 
them male and female. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, 
fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every 
creature that crawls on the earth.” 
 
EXPLAIN: God created humans in His image to influence the world around them. They 
would be leaders of the creation, based on God's good purpose. This was a position of 
great privilege and huge responsibility.  
 
EMPHASIZE: The story of Adam and Eve also teaches us that we are also easily 
influenced by the world around us. Adam and Eve were influenced by the serpent, who 
deceived them; and they turned away from God.  
 
*This is a really important issue throughout Scripture. Will God's people be a positive 
influence on the world around them or will they be negatively influenced by those who 
are opposed to God? 
 
READ: Deuteronomy 18:9, 13-14; 2 Kings 17:7-9 
 
When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not imitate the detestable 
customs of those nations….You must be blameless before the Lord your God. Though 
these nations you are about to drive out listen to fortune- tellers and diviners, the Lord 
your God has not permitted you to do this. 
 
READ: 2 Kings 17:7-9 
 
This disaster (the fall of Israel) happened because the people of Israel had sinned against 
the Lord their God who had brought them out of the land of Egypt from the power of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt and because they had worshiped other gods. They had lived 
according to the customs of the nations that the Lord had dispossessed before the 
Israelites and the customs the kings of Israel had introduced. The Israelites secretly did 
what was not right against the Lord their God. They built high places in all their towns 
from watchtower to fortified city. 
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EXPLAIN: God shaped the people of Israel to be a positive influence on the nations 
around them. Instead, the nations often influenced God's people to turn away from Him, 
even though God had warned His people. We actually see this same thing in the New 
Testament. 
 
READ: Romans 12:1-2 
 
Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what 
is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. 
 
EXPLAIN: As God's people, we should not be influenced by the world opposed to God; 
instead, God desires to transform our lives so we can be an influence for Him in the 
world.  
 
TRANSITION: Before we can talk about how to have a godly influence on others, we need 
to understand how our lives have been influenced. The Bible talks a lot about the 
influencers in our lives.  
 
 
PART 2: WHO/WHAT HAS INFLUENCED YOUR LIFE? 
 
#1- Parents/Grandparents/Family 
 
READ: Proverbs 1:8-10 
 
Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction, and don’t reject your mother’s teaching, for 
they will be a garland of grace on your head and a gold chain around your neck. My son, 
if sinners entice you, don’t be persuaded. 
 
READ: 2 Timothy 1:5 
 
I clearly recall your sincere faith that first lived in your grandmother Lois, then in your 
mother Eunice, and that I am convinced is in you also. 
 
EXPLAIN: I realize not all of you come from Christian families. No matter your 
background, your family has a bigger influence on your faith than you even realize.  
 
EMPHASIZE: This will become especially important in your life, if God leads you to the 
point of having children. How you were raised will impact how you relate to your spouse 
and how you influence the children God might put in your life.   
 
#2- Teachers 
 
ASK: Who has been the most influential teacher in your life? Why? (Teacher- you might 
have several students want to answer this question out loud, so be ready in case time 
gets away from you.) 
 
ILLUSTRATION: When many people are asked about the most influential people in their 
lives, they choose one of their teachers. Someone who cared for them and inspired them. 
You will have many teachers in the your life. Classroom teachers, coaches, Sunday School 
leaders. We often learn as much from how these teachers live as we do from what they 
say. 
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EXPLAIN: The Bible tells us to be thankful for the teachers in our life, but the Bible also 
warns us to be aware of the influence teachers have on us.  
 
READ: Hebrews 13:9 
 
Don’t be led astray by various kinds of strange teachings. 
 
READ: 2 Peter 2:1 
 
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you. They will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who 
bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. 
 
APPLICATION: We should always be respectful of those who teach us. But God's Word 
reminds us that we should be discerning about what we are taught by humans. We must 
make sure the teaching we receive influences us to follow Jesus. In the end, we must be 
obedient to God's Word. 
 
 
#3- Older People 
 
READ: Titus 2:1-4 
 
But you must say the things that are consistent with sound teaching. Older men are to be 
level headed, worthy of respect, sensible, and sound in faith, love, and endurance. In the 
same way, older women are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not addicted to 
much wine. They are to teach what is good, so they may encourage the young women to 
love their husbands and to love their children. 
 
READ: 1 Peter 5:5 
 
In the same way, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And all of you clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives 
grace to the humble. 
 
EXPLAIN: Don't go through life avoiding older people. You need them in your life. They 
are a gift from God, and they will influence your life in powerful ways. 
 
APPLICATION: Also, don't forget, you're old to someone. It might seem strange, but a lot 
of kids and even those in junior high/high school will look up to you. Don't take this 
lightly. You can incredible influence in the lives of kids. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Teacher- if you have a story about how an older kid influenced you, feel 
free to use it. Here's my story, to give you one idea. In my school, we had an athlete 
about 5 years older than me who was incredibly gifted and popular. He also went to the 
same church as me. I watched everything he did, including how he sat in church and 
which hand was on top when he clapped! I wanted to do everything like him...and he 
probably never knew the influence he had on a little kid, even how I sat and clapped. 
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#4- Friendships/Relationships 
 
EXPLAIN: An interesting thing about your generation, students, is that research shows 
you all are more influenced by peers than you are by leaders in positions of power. This 
means your friends have a powerful influence in your life.  
 
READ: Proverbs 17:17 
 
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a difficult time. 
 
READ: 18:24 
 
A man with many friends may be harmed, but there is a friend who stays closer than a 
brother. 
 
EXPLAIN: I know you've heard this before; but we have to remember that friends will 
either build us up and point us to Jesus, or they will tear us down and distract us from 
Jesus. As a leader, you must be very careful about how your friends influence you. 
 
READ: 2 Corinthians 6:14 
 
Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between 
righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? 
 
EXPLAIN: This verse doesn't mean you can never associate with people who aren't 
Christians. In fact, the Bible calls us to do that. But, don't underestimate the impact a 
boyfriend or girlfriend has on your life. They will influence your attitude, your speech, 
how you spend your time, how you spend your money (can I get an Amen?!). The Bible 
tells us to be careful about the influence relationships have in our lives.  
 
#5- Life Experiences 
 
EXPLAIN: Besides the people in our lives, our life experiences--both the good ones and 
bad ones--will influence us. This might sound like something you would hear in 
psychology class; but it's all part of how God created us. We could look at dozens of 
examples, but let me know show you one from the life of Paul. 
 
READ: Acts 26:12-18 
 
I was traveling to Damascus under these circumstances with authority and a commission 
from the chief priests. King Agrippa, while on the road at midday, I saw a light from 
heaven brighter than the sun, shining around me and those traveling with me. We all fell 
to the ground, and I heard a voice speaking to me in the Hebrew language, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” Then I said, 
“Who are You, Lord?” 
 
And the Lord replied: “I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting. But get up and stand on 
your feet. For I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and a 
witness of what you have seen and of what I will reveal to you. I will rescue you from the 
people and from the Gentiles. I now send you to them to open their eyes so they may 
turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that by faith in Me they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are sanctified.” 
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EMPHASIZE: This is actually the third time in the Book of Acts that Paul has shared this 
story. It's obvious that being blinded by a bright light would influence your life! But we 
can see from Paul's comments how the experience impacted his entire approach to life 
and ministry. God will use all of your experiences in life, especially your story of salvation, 
to influence your life. 
 
 
#6- Holy Spirit 
EXPLAIN: So, that brings us to the most important influence in your life--the Holy Spirit. 
 
READ: John 14:25-26 
 
“I (Jesus) have spoken these things to you while I remain with you. But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit — the Father will send Him in My name — will teach you all things and remind 
you of everything I have told you.” 
 
EXPLAIN: As a leader, the most important influence in your life will be the Holy Spirit, 
who will guide you, encourage you, empower you. As a Christian, you can be certain that 
God's Spirit is at work in your life. He will transform your life as you follow God's Word. 
The Holy Spirit will also help you make sense of the people and experiences who have 
impacted your life.  
 
TRANSITION: God never wastes any of our influences or experiences. Your life has been 
influenced in profound ways. Through these people and experiences, God is preparing 
you to influence others. 
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GO 
 
READ: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of 
all comfort. He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 
 
EXPLAIN: Did you see that transition in verse 4? When we go through experiences in life, 
especially hard experiences, God is at work. The word comfort in these verses is actually 
related to the word for the Holy Spirit, who we just talked about.  
 
EMPHASIZE: And, these verses show us that God uses the influences in our lives so that 
we will be able to influence others. When we go through hard experiences, God will use 
those experiences to allow us to minister to others who go through hard experiences. 
 
APPLICATION: Please listen to this last part. Some of you here this week don't think you 
can be leaders or influence others because you've been through some hard things, or 
made some dumb mistakes, or been influenced by some bad people.  
 
God, though, has guided you to this point. He has given you the Holy Spirit who will 
comfort you and transform your life. God is going to use everyone of you to lead and 
influence others. The question is, will you use your influence to point people to Jesus, or 
away from Jesus?  
 
This week, we're going to talk about how you can influence people for Jesus. Let me pray 
for you, that God will prepare you to do this. 
 
------ 
 
Group Time:  
-Name the five people who have made the biggest influence in your life. 
=Group leader, help them think through the positive and negative impacts of these 
people. 
 
-Name the three life experiences/events that have most profoundly influenced your life. 
How have these experiences shaped you for better or worse?  
 
-One unique part of our world is that we can be heavily influenced by those who live far 
away from us. How do you think social media influences us--for good or bad--as leaders 
in the 21st century? 
 
-How do you think God will use the people and experiences that have influenced you in 
order for you to influence others? (Or, you could rephrase the question as: How has God 
prepared you to lead and influence the world around you?) 
=Group leader, the students probably haven't considered this question before. You'll 
probably need to coach them through the ways God shapes us and redeems the 
experiences in our lives. 
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Wed AM 
Moral Boundaries 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Friendships 

Blue Media 

Orange Body- perspective on one's body; treatment 
of the body 

Yellow Dating/Sexuality 

Green Speech/Words 

Silver Money/Work/Material Resources 

 
 
Overview of Moral Boundaries 
Each school will focus on an area of life that requires moral boundaries. For each school, 
John 10:10 and Romans 12:1-2 will be the base texts. The teaching will help students 
understand why moral boundaries matter and how to establish moral boundaries in their 
lives.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed AM - Moral Boundaries 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Empower students to establish boundaries in their lives in regard to work 
and use of material resources, so that they can become effective, long-term 
leaders. 
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 6:19-21; 16:10-13; 25:14-30 
• 1 Peter 5:1-2 
• 1 Timothy 3:2-3, 8 
• 2 Corinthians 8:1-3 
• Multiple others 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- The Importance of Boundaries for Money and Work 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Stewardship of Resources 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Work as Worship 
• “Go”- Encourage students to use their resources and work to spread the 

Gospel 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : OK, I have a bad preacher joke for you. Here goes- One day, 
one of the devil’s minions decided to attack a Christian. He fired an arrow at the person’s 
chest, but the arrow bounced off the breastplate of righteousness. This made the minion 
mad, so he shot at the person’s head, but the arrow bounced off the helmet of salvation. 
The minion then decided to take out the person’s legs, but the arrow glanced off the 
shoes prepared with the Gospel of peace. The devil’s minion was too scared at this point 
to charge the Christian, because the minion had heard about the shield of faith and the 
sword of the Spirit. Instead, the minion decided to sneak behind the Christian. The 
minion fired an arrow, hit the Christian in his wallet, and the Christian fell over dead. 
 
TRANSITION: Ok, I know that's not the best joke, but it does make an important point. 
We can appear spiritually strong, but all along we're susceptible when it comes to 
money. Most spiritual leaders fail because they don’t establish key boundaries around 
areas like sex, pride, and money. This year in Silver School, we want to help you guard 
your wallet and your job and your use of material resources against the schemes of the 
enemy. If you can establish solid boundaries for these areas of your life, you'll save 
yourself a ton of heartache, and you'll be positioned to make a huge impact for God's 
Kingdom.   
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SET 
 
PART 1: STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 
 
READ: Matthew 6:19-21 
 
“Don’t collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal. But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
EXPLAIN: How we use material resources, such as money, will reveal what our heart is 
focused on. It’s amazing how much the Bible talks about money. Today, we’re going to 
focus on a couple of key ideas for developing biblical boundaries for handling money. 
 
ASK: First, let’s talk about the word stewardship. I know that’s a word we don’t use much, 
but can anyone take a shot at explaining stewardship? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, that’s right; it has to do with how we manage and use things we’ve been 
given. In the ancient world, it often had to do with oversight of a house or business. 
Sometimes this person was a slave, who would manage the master’s estate and even the 
master’s children. Jesus used the term manager, or steward, in a few parables; and 
several other parables carry a similar theme.  
 
SUMMARIZE: Matthew 25:14-30 (or, feel free to summarize/present another of your 
favorite passages about money and material resources) 
 
EMPHASIZE: To understand how to use money, we need to remember: Everything we 
have is from God; and everything we have is for God. Giving to the ministry of the 
Church through tithing and supporting missionary work is very important. But it’s my 
prayer that you’ll develop boundaries and purposes for all of your money, not just a 
percentage. 
 
EXPLAIN: Now, you might be thinking, “Why are we talking about money? I don’t have 
much money right now.” Or, “I don’t have any money; I don’t even have a job.” Those 
are good questions. Let me show you why we’re talking about this at Supper Summer. 
 
READ: Matthew 25:20-21 
 
The man who had received five talents approached, presented five more talents, and 
said, “Master, you gave me five talents. Look, I’ve earned five more talents.” 
  
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master’s joy.” 
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READ: Luke 16:10-13 
 
Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and whoever is unrighteous in 
very little is also unrighteous in much. So if you have not been faithful with the 
unrighteous money, who will trust you with what is genuine? And if you have not been 
faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will give you what is your own? No 
household slave can be the slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You can’t be slaves to both 
God and money. 
 
EXPLAIN: Both of those passages show that we must be faithful in the little things, from 
the very beginning.  
 
EMPHASIZE: If you wait until you start making money to develop moral boundaries for 
how to handle money, you will miss the opportunity to build a solid foundation for your 
life. In addition, building a solid financial foundation early in life will prepare you for later 
seasons in life, whether that means a family and kids or a single life devoted to the Lord 
and built on one income. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: *Teacher- This would be a great opportunity to share a testimony of how 
you handled money—for better or worse—early in life. 
 
EXPLAIN: Here’s another reason you need to think about money today. As a leader, you 
will find yourself responsible for group finances. Poor stewardship of your personal 
finances or the group’s finances can cripple your leadership quicker than almost 
anything else. Let’s look at a couple of verses about this. 
 
READ: 1 Peter 5:1-2 
 
Therefore, as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of the Messiah and also a 
participant in the glory about to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you: Shepherd 
God’s flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but freely, according to God’s 
will; not for the money but eagerly, 
 
READ: 1 Timothy 3:2-3, 8 
 
An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, self- 
controlled, sensible, respectable, hospitable, an able teacher, not addicted to wine, not a 
bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy 
 
Deacons, likewise, should be worthy of respect, not hypocritical, not drinking a lot of 
wine, not greedy for money 
 
EXPLAIN: Greed will destroy your leadership. You cannot love God, or lead others to love 
God, when love for money consumes your life. Debt will do the same thing, and debt is 
often (though not always) connected to greed. Debt will steal your freedom to live a 
generous life.  
 
ASK: Who is the most generous person you’ve ever known? (Teacher- you may hear 
some wealthy people mentioned, but hopefully students will recognize that generosity is 
not directly connected to how much money you have.) 
 
EMPHASIZE: You don’t have to be wealthy to be a leader who sets an amazing example 
of generosity. 
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READ: 2 Corinthians 8:1-3 
 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of 
Macedonia: During a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep 
poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. I testify that, on their own, 
according to their ability and beyond their ability. 
 
APPLICATION: In your group time later, you’ll have a chance to talk more about how to 
handle money. But it’s clear from Scripture that we should avoid greed, we should 
develop a plan for how to use money, and we should be faithful with money, whether we 
have much or little. 
 
 
TRANSITION: Part of learning to handle material resources is learning to think as a 
Christian about work.    
 
 
PART 2: WORK AS WORSHIP 
 
ILLUSTRATION: David Platt has said, “We live in a culture that worships work, works at 
play, and plays at worship.”  
 
EXPLAIN: As leaders, you need to have a proper view of work, that matches what we find 
in Scripture. Just like with money, the Bible has a lot to say about work. 
 
READ: Genesis 2:15 
 
The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch 
over it. 
 
EXPLAIN: Work is not a bad thing. In fact, work is part of God’s perfect plan for the world, 
from Creation to Eternity. Laziness should have no part in a Christian’s life. We need to 
work hard.  
 
READ: Ephesians 2:10 
 
For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
ahead of time so that we should walk in them. 
 
READ: Colossians 3:23 
 
Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and not for men. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God’s glory. 
 
READ: 2 Thessalonians 3:10 
 
In fact, when we were with you, this is what we commanded you: “If anyone isn’t willing 
to work, he should not eat.” 
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ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- please use this chance to share a personal testimony about 
times in your life when you had multiple jobs or were trying to make it through school. 
Let the students see how you navigated these issues--for better or worse.) 
 
APPLICATION- So, how can we build moral boundaries for work and see work as an act 
of worship and discipleship? 
 
1- Work hard to be excellent at what you do. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: I’m not certain it’s original with him, but Martin Luther, who was a 
Christian leader in the 1500’s, supposedly said, “Christian shoe-makers don’t put crosses 
on shoes. They make great shoes.” We can glorify God in our jobs when we do that job 
well. 
 
2- Show up to work and do your job. 
 
READ: 2 Thessalonians 3:11-12 
 
For we hear that there are some among you who walk irresponsibly, not working at all, 
but interfering with the work of others. Now we command and exhort such people by the 
Lord Jesus Christ that quietly working, they may eat their own food. Brothers, do not grow 
weary in doing good. 
 
EXPLAIN: Sometimes we complicate how to make an impact for Christ. If you show up to 
work, work hard, and keep going, you’ll have several opportunities to share your faith. 
 
3- Be ready and available to talk with people when they ask questions about your life 
 
READ: 1 Peter 3:15 
 
Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you. 
 
4- Don’t allow work to dominate your life, your family, or your soul  
 
EXPLAIN: Work is a great gift that we can use to honor God and grow in our faith, but it’s 
a terrible god. We must set up boundaries and determine: where we will work, when we 
will work, and who we will work with. This is extremely important as you go into a season 
of life when you’ll be working multiple jobs in college or working long hours establishing 
your career.  
 
5- EMPHASIZE: Kill once and for all the idea that your goal in life is to find an easy job, 
make a lot of money, retire early, and coast out your final years on earth living for the 
pleasures of this world. God has created you for more than this! 
 
TRANSITION: As we wrap up this session, we need to remember that developing a 
proper view of money and work is at the heart of MISSIONS. 
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GO 
 
READ: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-10 
 
For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might 
not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are 
witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward 
you believers. 
 
EXPLAIN: Paul mentions in other places that it isn’t wrong or bad for spiritual leaders to 
earn a salary. But Paul often mentioned the spread of the Gospel alongside his personal 
work.  
 
ASK: Based on what we've talked about during this session, how do you think money and 
work relate to missions?  
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, those are good thoughts. It takes money to propel a lot of mission work, 
and we need to live sacrificial lives for the spread of the Gospel. Also, in the years to 
come, full-time missionaries will remain important; but the Gospel will spread largely 
through students, teachers, business people, and retirees who use their God-given skills 
and careers to go into unreached places. Even full-time missionaries usually need work-
platforms to be on the field and engage with their unreached people groups. Work is not 
a hindrance to the spread of the Gospel; instead, it is one of the main engines God uses 
to make disciples of all nations.  
 
As we end, I want to pray for us that we will set up moral boundaries for money and work, 
not just so we can stay out of debt, but mainly so we can be part of the spread of the 
Gospel to all people.  
 
--------- 
GROUP TIME: 
1) Financial Stewardship 
-How has your family approached decisions about money? What have you seen modeled 
in this area at home? At church? In school/extra-curricular organizations?  
-Do you currently have a budget to determine how to steward your income? If so, what 
can you share with the group regarding how that budget works and how it has helped 
you? (Group Leaders- Feel free to share your own experiences with the students.) 
-Based on your current spending habits (and based on your personality), what 
boundaries do you need to set up in your life for financial stewardship? 
2) Work 
-I know you might not have a final decision about your career; but when you think about 
what you want to do in a few years, what sort of work and financial boundaries do you 
need to establish? 
-Based on some of the possible careers mentioned in our group, how might God lead a 
person to live out and share his/her faith in this type of career?  
-How do you think God might use your potential career to spread the Gospel around the 
world? 
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Wed MID 
Prayer 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Worship 

Blue Kingdom 

Orange Submission 

Yellow Petition/Provision 

Green Confession/Forgiveness 

Silver Watchfulness/Deliverance 

 
 
Overview of Prayer 
Each school will focus on a facet of prayer from the Lord's Prayer (a.k.a the Model Prayer) 
in Matthew and Luke. Many acronyms and models exist for teaching prayer, but this 
approach will help students anchor their prayer life in Jesus' model prayer. We will give 
particular attention to praying Scripture and praying with others/in groups.    
 

 
 

 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed MID - Prayer 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session  
 
Goal = Lead students to pray for spiritual protection and deliverance for 
themselves and others as they entire an important life transition. 
 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 6:13 
• Matthew 7:1-3 
• Galatians 6:1-2 
• Hebrews 13:17 
• 1 Peter 5:1-10 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Ending Prayer 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Lead Us Not into Temptation 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Deliver Us from the Evil One 
• “Go”- Kingdom Usefulness 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : “I always find it interesting how people end phone calls or 
conversations in different ways.” 
 
ASK: When you finish a conversation or phone call, what do you normally say? (Teacher- 
Let students share some things. If they're slow to share, this would be an easy place to 
inject some humor by making light of how students end conversations.) 
 
TRANSITION: You know, it’s also interesting how people end their prayers. Most of the 
people I know say, “In Jesus’ Name, I pray, Amen.”  
 
ASK: How many of you end your prayer like that? (most will probably nod their head, 
raise a hand, or mumble affirmatively) 
 
ASK: Thinking back to Scripture, how many prayers in the Bible end with “In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen?” (it’s a trick question…answer is none) 
 
EXPLAIN: There’s obviously nothing wrong with ending prayers “In Jesus’ Name, Amen” 
as long we’re not mindlessly using those words as a magic chant. In fact, several places in 
the Gospels Jesus tells us to ask things in His name. But it’s really interesting that when 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He taught them to end their prayer in a different way. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Learning to pray in accordance with Scripture and with Jesus’ model is 
important because others look to you as a leader. The way you approach prayer, and the 
way you pray, will influence those around you. 
 
TRANSITION: Let’s look this year in Silver School at how Jesus ended His model prayer 
and how this should impact the way we approach prayer. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION 
 
READ Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy. Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one." 
 
EXPLAIN: We're going to look at those last two phrases. "Lead us not into temptation" 
And, "Deliver us from evil." And, we'll see how they're connected. 
 
EXPLAIN: First, the word "temptation" comes from a word that can mean both a trial in 
life--something difficult you face--and a temptation--something leads you to turn away 
from God. The two are similar, since sin can result in either case; yet they are also 
distinguished, since the former has a negative purpose, the latter a positive one. 
 
ASK: In this prayer, which do you think is meant? Are we praying that God would not lead 
us into a difficult situation? Or, are we praying that God would not lead us into a 
temptation to sin? (Teacher- This is a tough question, but hopefully a couple of your 
students will speak out to get the conversation started. If no one speaks, ask them to 
raise their hands to pick one of the options--trial or temptation.) 
 
EXPLAIN: This is a tough question; let's work through it.  
 
READ: James 1:13-14 
 
No one undergoing a trial should say, “I am being tempted by God.” For God is not 
tempted by evil, and He Himself doesn’t tempt anyone. But each person is tempted 
when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires. 
 
EXPLAIN: These verses show that God does not tempt us. So, it wouldn't make sense for 
Jesus to teach us to pray for something that we already know God won't do. So, let's look 
at another passage related to this. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, 
and He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that you are able to bear it. 
 
ASK: What do we learn from this verse about temptation? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, that's right. God will not allow us to face any temptation that is 
impossible to overcome. He has provided a way out.  
 
EXPLAIN: So, it's clear that God will not tempt us to sin, and He will provide a way for us 
to overcome temptations. What do we know from Scripture about the trials we face in 
life? 
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READ: James 1:3 
 
Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
 
READ: John 16:33 
 
I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. You will have suffering in 
this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world. 
 
EXPLAIN: We recognize Christians are not exempt from difficulties in life. Jesus tells us 
we'll face trials. However, we don't need to despair. These trials do not need to crush our 
faith or lead us into sin. Instead, we have a way of escape; Jesus has overcome the world.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Jesus' own experience of death, which gave us victory, gives us a picture of 
how to pray this prayer about "lead us not into temptation." 
 
READ: Matthew 26:36-46 
 
Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and He told the disciples, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He 
began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is 
swallowed up in sorrow — to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with Me.” 
Going a little farther, He fell facedown and prayed, “My Father! If it is possible, let this 
cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will.” 
 
Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He asked Peter, “So, couldn’t 
you stay awake with Me one hour? Stay awake and pray, so that you won’t enter into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
  
Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, Your will be done.” And He came again and found them sleeping, because they 
could not keep their eyes open. 
  
After leaving them, He went away again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing 
once more. Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting? Look, the time is near. The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Get up; let’s go! See, My betrayer is near.” 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus wanted the disciples to understand the relationship between trials and 
temptations. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. The ending of the Lord's Prayer is 
a call to be on guard, to be awake and prepared for the trials we face. 
 
EMPHASIZE: It's only by relying on God that we are able to face trials and not be led into 
the temptations that come in life. We rely on God not only for daily bread, but also for 
daily victory in spiritual battles. 
 
 
TRANSITION: We know we will face difficulties in life. And the enemy of God--the devil--
wants to use these difficulties to pull us into a life of sin. So, Jesus taught His followers to 
pray against the temptations and attacks of the enemy.  
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PART 2: DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE  
 
READ Matthew 6:13 
 
And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
 
EXPLAIN: Some translations of the Bible present the word 'evil' as lowercase, indicating 
evil in general. Other translations capitalize Evil, to mean the Evil One, the Devil--God's 
enemy and the leader of all things opposed to God.  
 
ASK: Which do you think makes most sense in this verse, in this prayer? (A good 
argument can be made for both sides. All general evil can be seen in connection with the 
devil, and we know the devil wants to turn our trials into temptations. The evidence 
probably favors capitalizing Evil, especially in the context of the Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew following Jesus' temptations by Satan. Nevertheless, you can help students see 
that the overall point is the same.) 
 
EXPLAIN: The Evil One wants to turn our trials into temptations, that will lead to sin and 
death. Jesus taught us to pray for deliverance and rescue from the efforts of the Evil One. 
 
READ: 1 Peter 5:8-9 
 
Be serious! Be alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, 
looking for anyone he can devour. Resist him and be firm in the faith, knowing that the 
same sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the world. 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus knew what it was to face the devil's attempts to turn trials into 
temptations. In Matthew 4 we have the story of Jesus being tempted. Then, we saw 
earlier in Matthew 26, how Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, prayed for His disciples 
to have strength to face trials and temptations. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Almost certainly, as Peter wrote 1 Peter 5, he was thinking about that time in 
the garden when he fell asleep on the night of Jesu's betrayal. Then, he denied being a 
follower of Jesus. Peter knew first-hand the important of praying for spiritual strength 
and deliverance! Let me show you one other place Jesus dealt with trials and 
temptations. 
 
READ John 17:15 
 
I am not praying that You take them out of the world but that You protect them from the 
evil one. 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus knew we would face trials and temptations in this world. He wanted His 
disciples to know the importance of being on guard and praying for spiritual deliverance.  
 
APPLICATION: So, how do we do this? How do we remain on guard and pray for 
deliverance? You'll have a chance to discuss this in your groups, but I want to give you a 
couple of quick ideas right now. 
 
1- Pray Scripture 
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READ: Psalm 119:9-11 
 
How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping Your word. I have sought You with 
all my heart; don’t let me wander from Your commands. I have treasured Your word in 
my heart so that I may not sin against You. 
 
EXPLAIN: In Jesus' own temptations, His response to the Evil One was to rely on 
Scripture. When we face trials and temptations, God's Word give us a way to understand 
and respond to the things happening in our lives. This can happen in both individual and 
group settings. (Teachers- If you want to dig a little further on this point, I think it would 
be good to share about the relationship between Scripture and prayer and the role of 
Scripture for fighting trials and temptations in your own life.) 
 
2- Pray for the deliverance of others.  
 
READ: Galatians 6:1-2  
 
Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore 
such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won’t be 
tempted. Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 
EXPLAIN: We need to remember that Jesus' model prayer uses plural pronouns. Jesus is 
modeling group prayer, not just individual prayer. We need to pray for protection and 
deliverance for one another. Galatians 6 reminds us that we need to be careful in this 
process, lest we find ourselves drawn into temptation. 
 
READ: Hebrews 13:17 
 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who 
will give an account, 
 
EMPHASIZE: As leaders, God will call you to pray for spiritual protection and victory for 
those in your groups and under your influence. Leaders who are praying for their own 
spiritual deliverance will find themselves doing the same for others. You can set the tone 
by letting people know how you humbly approach trials and temptations by relying on 
the strength of God. Leaders have to learn how to watch their own lives and the lives of 
others simultaneously. 
 
TRANSITION: Jesus taught us that we aren't playing a game. We're in the midst of a war, 
facing difficult spiritual battles. We don't face these battles on our own, though. We have 
a Loving Heavenly Father, who has given complete victory through His Son Jesus, and 
gives us the power by the Holy Spirit to face trials and temptations. *What's the driving 
purpose and result of praying in this way?   
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GO  
 
EXPLAIN: Praying the last line in the Lord’s prayer prepares us to go out into the world, 
to see God’s kingdom come, to do God’s will. Our usefulness in the Kingdom is related 
to learning what it means to pray for spiritual deliverance and protection. 
 
As you prepare to go to college and to the workplace, this type of prayer needs to be on 
your heart constantly. Too many leaders fall, not for lack of talent or lack of knowledge, 
but because they give into temptations and the schemes of God’s enemy. 
 
APPLICATION: **Some of you, even this week, are battling incredible temptations that 
threaten to kill your leadership and influence. If you’re in this position, please talk to one 
of us. Don’t face these situations alone. We care for you and want to talk with you. 
 
As we finish this session, I want to pray for you all, that God will protect you and guide 
you as you face spiritual attacks and temptations. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Project Ideas:  
A. Allow students to discuss the difficulty of confession "big" sins and "little" sins. Is it 

more difficult to confess "little" sins because they don't seem as bad; or is it more 
difficult to confess "big" sins because they seem so bad?  

B. Ask students to reflect on their time of confession from the large group time. Are 
their sins behind the sins they confessed? Are there issues lying in the background 
(pride, jealousy, greed, low self-confidence, etc) that lead to sin in their life? Help 
them think through what it means to confess "surface" sins (lying, stealing, sexual 
immorality) and "foundational" sins (pride, jealousy, etc.). 

C. Encourage students to write their prayers as a way of expressing themselves to the 
Lord, especially when it comes to confession. Emphasize that the book of Psalms is 
full of expressions to the Lord in times of difficulty. Possibility end the group time by 
giving the students a few minutes to journal their prayers to the Lord. 
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Wed PM 
INFLUENCE 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Wed PM - Legacy 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Encourage students to see influence as servant leadership—being salt and 
light to the world around them. 
 
Key Texts 
• 1 Corinthians 11:1 
• Luke 4:16-21 
• Mark 10:42-45 
• Matthew 5:13-16 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Young Influencers for Christ 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Influence is Serving Others  
• “Set (Part 2)”- Influence is Salt and Light 
• “Go”- Multiplied Influence 
 

  



 

45 | P a g e  
 

READY 
 
OPENING: Yesterday, we introduced the topic of influence and talked about some of the 
people who have influenced us. 
 
On several websites, you can find Young Influencer lists. These are lists of people, usually 
under 30 or 40, who are making an incredible impact in the world.  
 
ASK: Who is the most influential person under the age 30 whom you know? 
 
POSSIBLE ILLUSTRATION : Teacher, if desired, you might look at the lists from Brad 
Lomerick (http://www.bradlomenick.com/bradblog/?category=Young+Influencers+List) 
or Thom Rainer 
(http://www.bradlomenick.com/bradblog/?category=Young+Influencers+List) and pick a 
young influencer to use as an example. There's a good chance the students will not have 
heard of most of them, which might teach a good example about having influence 
without being well-known in culture.  
 
EXPLAIN: I would encourage you to look at these lists at some point. There is a lot you 
can learn about leadership and influence from studying the people on these lists. 
 
ASK: From your perspective, as someone just out of high school, what do you think could 
be a danger of looking at these young influencer lists? 
 
EMPHASIZE: Yeah, I’d want you to be cautious about not focusing on following another 
person more than you focus on following Jesus. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 11:1 
 
Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ. 
 
EXPLAIN: We only want to follow other influencers as they help us follow Christ.  
 
 
TRANSITION: Today, we're going to focus on some of the things we learn about 
influence from Jesus' life and teaching. Everyone in this room is a young influencer. 
People are going to look at your life to learn how to follow Jesus. This means, we must 
know up front what it means to follow His example and His teaching, so we will influence 
people in the right ways, for the right reasons. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: INFLUENCE IS SERVING OTHERS 
 
READ: Luke 4:16-21 
 
He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. As usual, He entered the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to Him, and unrolling the scroll, He found the place where it was written: 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim freedom to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set free the oppressed,  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. And the eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fixed on Him. He began by saying to them, “Today as 
you listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled.” 
 
EXPLAIN: At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he was baptized by John the Baptist, then 
faced multiple temptations in the wilderness. After returning to Nazareth, his hometown, 
Jesus read this passage from Isaiah 61.  
 
EMPHASIZE: This passage set the tone for his ministry. Jesus’ influence would be used, 
not for the rich and popular, but for the poor, the captives, the blind, the oppressed. 
When I hear the word influence, I’m still guilty of thinking about popularity or worldly 
success. But for Jesus, his influence would be primarily on those who found themselves 
pushed to the edges of society. 
 
READ: Mark 10:42-45  
 
Jesus called them over and said to them, “You know that those who are regarded as 
rulers of the Gentiles dominate them, and their men of high positions exercise power 
over them. But it must not be like that among you. On the contrary, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among 
you must be a slave to all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life — a ransom for many.” 
 
EXPLAIN: In these verses, Jesus had been talking with James and John. They knew Jesus 
was important, and they wanted to have influence too. They asked to sit at Jesus’ side in 
glory. Jesus, though, needed to prepare them for what was coming. It was going to be a 
path of suffering, of giving up your life for others. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Influencing others with your faith begins by serving others.  
 
Repeat after me…”Influence is Service.”  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Here’s another way to think about this: No one cares how much you 
know until they know how much you care.  
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APPLICATION: As leaders, you all will be given opportunities to speak in front of groups 
and to speak into the lives of your peers. However, your greatest influence in those 
situations won’t come just from your words. Your influence will come if those who are 
listening to you see you as a servant leader, who is committed to influencing those in 
need, not just those who are popular. 
 
EXPLAIN: When we think about Jesus’ influence, we see that he was someone whose 
words matched his life. And one of the most powerful examples of Jesus’ words is found 
in a part of the New Testament called the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
TRANSITION: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave His followers a picture of what it 
would mean to influence others for God's Kingdom. To introduce this, he used two 
powerful illustrations. 
 
 
PART 2: INFLUENCE IS SALT AND LIGHT 
 
READ: Matthew 5:13-16  
 
You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? 
It’s no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men. 
 
You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a 
lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who 
are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus called His people to be salt and light. Many people in the world don't 
view us this way. Many Christians don’t see their lives this way. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Listen to this quote from Phillip Yancey- "Unfortunately, most of my 
secular friends … view the church not as a change agent that can affect all of society but 
as a place where like-minded people go to feel better about themselves. That image of 
church stands in sharp contrast to the vision of Jesus, who said little about how believers 
should behave when we gather together and much about how we can affect the world 
around us." 
 
EMPHASIZE: God has not created us and saved us to sit around in little clubs and make 
one another feel better. He has created and saved us to influence the world, to be salt 
and light. 
 
SALT 
EXPLAIN: In verse 13, the words "you" and "the" might seem small, but they're 
emphasized in the original wording. Jesus is saying that being salt is a requirement, not 
an option. There is no back-up plan; he doesn't have pepper waiting in the background if 
the salt doesn't show up.  
 
ASK: What does salt do? 
 
EXPLAIN: Yeah, this is actually a question that scholars debate a lot. Salt definitely adds 
case to things. Most likely, the illustration here is about salt purifying things and 
stopping the decay of something, especially meat. 
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EMPHASIZE: So, in a decaying and corrupt world, we should have a purifying effect. We 
should influence the world in such a way that we slow down the decay and show a 
different way of living. 
 
ASK: From this passage, what are some things that could go wrong with the salt plan? 
 
1. Losing Its Saltiness 
EXPLAIN: In this verse, losing saltiness means that the salt becomes corrupted and loses 
its properties that allow it to make an impact 
 
ILLUSTRATION: In the area where Jesus lived is a place called the Dead Sea. The Dead 
Sea has a very high mineral and salt content. In fact, you can lean back in the Dead Sea 
and float without any fear of sinking because of the salinity. But, around the Dead Sea 
are mineral deposits that look like salt but actually have lost all of their salt properties 
and effects.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Guess what? It's possible to look like a Christian but not live a life that 
actually applies salt to the world. To influence others, it's not about looking like a 
Christian. It's about living a life that actually impacts the world in powerful, purifying 
ways. 
 
 
2. Not being used, or not being used properly  
EXPLAIN: To make an impact, the salt has to make it out of the container. Imagine if 
someone asked you to salt their food, and you just placed the shaker on top of the food. 
To influence the world, you must interact with the world, but interact in such a way that 
you don't become useless or lose the purpose of your influence. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: I know none of you have ever done this, but when I was a teenager, we 
would loosen the cap on a salt shaker just to watch someone cover their food in salt. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Salt, when it is concentrated in only one area, is actually counter-
productive. Salt must be spread out and come into contact with something for quite a 
while before it actually does its work. 
 
LIGHT 
EXPLAIN: The Bible says a lot about being light, because we live in a dark world. 
Darkness, in Scripture, is often a picture of being opposed to the ways of God, even a 
picture of being dead. 
 
ASK:  In Matthew 5:14-16, what was Jesus' concern with light? (Answer- it would be 
hidden) 
 
EXPLAIN: To have influence, light must be placed in dark places. We can't really know 
how our light is shining until it's placed in the darkness.  
 
READ: Philippians 2:14-15  
 
Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
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EMPHASIZE: With our lives, we are able to display Jesus as the source of Life and 
Salvation for a dark and hopeless world. The goal as a light is not that people would look 
at us, but that we could point them to the Glory of God and the Salvation of Jesus.  
 
 
TRANSITION: Jesus is the greatest influencer who has ever lived. We learn from His life 
and teachings how to influence others by serving and by bringing hope to the world. But 
this could only happen if Jesus’ followers spread out and passed on what He had shown 
them. Jesus not only called His disciples to follow Him; He called them to multiply their 
influence.  
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GO 
 
READ: Matthew 28:18-20 
 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
EXPLAIN: Jesus used His influence to call His disciples who would then influence other 
disciples, who would influence other disciples, and so on for all of history. 
 
Tomorrow, we're going to look at some examples from the life of Paul about how Jesus' 
followers can multiply their influence in the world. For now, let me pray for you, that you 
will commit to being a leader who serves others and who becomes salt and light in the 
world. 
 
——— 
 
Group Time:  
-How does Jesus' servant leadership contrast with most examples of leadership and 
influence that you see in the world?  
 
-What are some very specific ways you can can gain influence with others by serving 
them?  
(Group Leaders- You'll probably need to lead with an example from your own life. Maybe 
an example of how picking up trash, or visiting a hospital, or doing some menial tasks, 
gave you an opportunity to show people how much you cared.) 
 
-When you think about being salt and light, who are some people or Christian groups 
that come to mind? Why? 
 
-For salt and light, let's think specifically about your next stage in life, either college or 
career. Based on what you're planning to do next in life, how can you be salt and light? 
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Thurs AM 
Witness 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red How to Share Your Testimony 

Blue The Roman’s Road 

Orange 3 Circles Diagram 

Yellow Discerning a Person’s Worldview- Listening 
and Asking Questions 

Green Creation to Christ: Sharing the Big Picture of 
Scripture 

Silver Paul on Mars Hill: Witnessing in a Pluralistic 
Culture 

 
 
Overview of Witnessing 
We want to provide students with a diverse ‘toolbox’ for witnessing. Each school will 
focus not only on a particular model for witnessing, but also on understanding the 
theology and background of the model. The early years focus on foundational models; 
the latter years focus on more on engaging a rapidly changing (and an increasingly 
pluralistic/non-Christian) culture. 
 
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Thurs AM - Witness 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session  
 
Goal = Equip student leaders to share their faith in a pluralistic culture. 
 
Key Texts 
• Acts 17:16-34 
• 1 Corinthians 15:17-19 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- The Question of Pluralism 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Engaging a Pluralistic Culture 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Witnessing in a Pluralistic Culture 
• “Go”- God's Power to Save 
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READY 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : As a little kid, did you ever try to find out who could count the 
highest? Do you all know how to always win that game? … That’s right, “plus 1.” Or, “and 
1 more.” No matter how high the other person counts, you would just say, “and 1 more." 
If one person counts to infinity, what does the other person say? "Infinity plus one." 
 
EXPLAIN: Today, we’re going to talk about how to share our faith with people in a 
pluralistic culture. Pluralism is the belief that there are many ways to God. People say, 
“You believe in Jesus. I believe differently. That’s ok. There are many ways to God.”  
 
Another way people say this is: “That’s true for you, but not for me.” 
 
In a pluralistic culture, most people believe the worst thing you can say is there is only 
one way, or only one truth. As Christians, though, we believe the only way to be made 
right with God is through Jesus Christ.  
 
EMPHASIZE: These are big questions to address. But here’s what I want you to 
remember from the beginning. The reality is that if there were multiple ways to get to 
God, no matter how many roads existed, people would still want an additional way. If 
there were 3 ways to God, we’d want 4. Or if there were 1,000 ways, we’d want 1,001. 
 
Most people aren't opposed to God because there is only one way; they are 
opposed to God because it’s not their way.  Christianity is, in fact, the most inclusive 
religion. Jesus has made possible salvation for all--regardless of ethnicity, skill, 
personality, personal struggles. One way to God isn't narrow-minded; it's radically good 
news and radically inclusive. 
 
TRANSITION: I know we face major challenges sharing our faith in the 21st century, but 
it's fascinating how so many of the things we face are similar to what Christians faced in 
the 1st century. I want us to look for a few minutes at a story from Acts 17.  
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SET 
 
PART 1: ENGAGING A PLURALISTIC CULTURE  
 
READ: Acts 17:16-34 
 
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was troubled within him when he 
saw that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 
with those who worshiped God and in the marketplace every day with those who 
happened to be there. Then also, some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers argued 
with him. Some said, “What is this pseudo- intellectual trying to say?” Others replied, 
“He seems to be a preacher of foreign deities” — because he was telling the good news 
about Jesus and the Resurrection. 
  
They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and said, “May we learn about this 
new teaching you’re speaking of? For what you say sounds strange to us, and we want to 
know what these ideas mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners residing there 
spent their time on nothing else but telling or hearing something new. 
 
ASK: First, what do you know about the city of Athens from the ancient world? 
(Most students will know it was important; some might know it was an intellectual and 
religious hub as well.) 
 
EXPLAIN: A few words from Acts 17 really help us understand the world of ancient 
Athens. Verse 16 mentions the city was full of idols. Archaeologists have found some 
amazing temples and even statues in Athens.  
 
ASK: What are idols? (False gods; images of a god; things we treat as God) 
 
ASK: Do you think our culture has a lot of idols? If so, what are some of the idols in our 
culture? 
 
EXPLAIN: Verse 17 shows us Paul went to the synagogue to speak wth the Jews, but he 
also spent a lot of time in the Agora. The Agora was a central meeting place.  
 
ASK: Can you think of any place like the agora today, where people come together to 
interact, maybe shop, deal with civic matters, and discuss ideas? (Some students might 
mention school or the mall. Maybe the best example, though, is the Internet.) 
 
EXPLAIN: Verses 18-21 introduce us to how Paul interacted with some of the leading 
philosophies of the ancient world. They didn't understand his message, because verse 18 
shows us they thought Jesus and Resurrection were separate gods.  
 
Verse 21 explains that these groups loved to discuss the latest ideas. They were interested 
in Jesus and Resurrection as new deities, but they simply wanted to add new ideas and 
gods to their already long list of gods.  
 
This type of approach is sometimes called pluralism. No single idea or god is allowed. 
Multiple options are provided. New ideas are added to the list of already existing ideas. 
Each person has his or her own truth. If it works for you, go with it. There are many ways 
to have a good life. 
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Paul conversed with two leading groups--the Epicureans and Stoics--and these groups 
had different ideas of how to deal with life. But that's all they had...ideas. And there were 
many people in the city with other ideas and other idols.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Before we look at more of this passage, I want to remind you all of 
something. You are here at Super Summer as leaders. *Leaders have influence with 
other leaders. You all will be spiritual leaders, and you will also be leaders in major 
industries and business and education and medicine.  
 
Intellectual leaders in our culture like to discuss new ideas and try to make sense of the 
world. As you work hard and engage the world around you, God will purposefully give 
you influence with key groups so you can speak with them about Christ.  
  
 
TRANSITION: So, how do we share our faith when we engage the leading thinkers in a 
pluralistic culture?  
 
 
PART 2: WITNESSING IN A PLURALISTIC CULTURE 
 
READ: Acts 17:22-34 
 
Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said:“Men of Athens! I see that you 
are extremely religious in every respect. For as I was passing through and observing the 
objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed: “To an Unknown 
God.” 
 
Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it — He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines 
made by hands. Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, 
since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. From one man He has 
made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appointed 
times and the boundaries of where they live. He did this so they might seek God, and 
perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 
For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
are also His offspring.’ Being God’s offspring then, we shouldn’t think that the divine 
nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art and imagination. 
 
Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because He has set a day when He is going to judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man He has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone 
by raising Him from the dead.” 
 
When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him. But others 
said, “We’d like to hear from you again about this.” Then Paul left their presence. 
However, some men joined him and believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them. 
 
EXPLAIN: From these verses I'm going to give you three quick skills and three key topics 
to use when witnessing in a pluralistic culture. We won't be able to cover these in a lot of 
detail right now; but I hope they will be a good starting point for you. 
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Three Skills for Witnessing in a Pluralistic Culture 
1. Meet people where they are 
 
EXPLAIN: Notice that Verse 22 says Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus where 
many of the key thinkers gathered. He didn't insist on these Greek thinkers joining him 
in the synagogue.  
 
APPLICATION: It's a wonderful thing to invite your friends and colleagues to church. The 
reality, though, is that you will probably need to engage them on their turf before they 
were come on your turf. Certainly, there are some places you don't need to go--
especially if the situation is illegal or extremely immoral. Scripture is clear, though, that 
God calls us to engage the world; He doesn't take us out of the world or tell us to avoid 
interaction with those who aren't Christians.  
 
APPLICATION: You can meet people where you: LIVE, WORK, LEARN, AND PLAY. Each of 
these places puts you on the other person's turf. 
 
2. Keep your eyes and ears open 
 
EXPLAIN: Verse 22 says Paul perceived they were religious. Verse 23 mentions what he 
saw as he walked through the city. Verse 28 shows that he heard what they were 
discussing and even had read some of their own poems and ideas.  
 
APPLICATION: We need to listen carefully to people...what are they discussing, what are 
they struggling with below the surface? *Instead of just giving a canned presentation 
about religion, meet people where they are and build a bridge/connection point that 
shows you understand what they’re facing. 
 
3. Move the conversation to what makes Christianity unique 
 
EXPLAIN: Paul began on their turf, but he didn't get sidetracked by peripheral issues. 
And he didn't compromise his message to make it match the culture in Athens. Verses 
24-31 make very clear that Paul showed--respectfully, but boldly--how Christianity 
uniquely answered the questions the people were already asking.  
 
So, what topics should you focus on when talking with people in a pluralistic culture? 
 
Three Key Topics for Witnessing in a Pluralistic Culture 
1. Creation 
 
READ: Acts 17:24-26 
 
The God who made the world and everything in it — He is Lord of heaven and earth and 
does not live in shrines made by hands. Neither is He served by human hands, as though 
He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 
From one man He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has 
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. 
 
EXPLAIN: In these verses, we see that Paul showed how God is not an object confined to 
an earthly location, like a temple. God made the world, created people, and continues to 
guide the world. 
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APPLICATION: I'm not saying that you should get into conversations about how old the 
earth is or exactly how God created the world. Those are discussions to have, but the 
main thing to establish is that God is Creator and we are creature. Either we create the 
idea of God (god), or there is a God who created us.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Verse 27 reminds us that even people who struggle with the idea of a single 
God often find themselves seeking a God and might be near to finding Him. 
 
2. Judgment 
 
READ: Acts 17:30-31a 
 
Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because He has set a day when He is going to judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man He has appointed. 
 
EXPLAIN: Many people--even if they aren't Christians--think about what will happen 
after death or at the end of the world. Paul established that the God who created the 
world will also judge the world and bring it to conclusion.  
 
EMPHASIZE: It's not easy to talk with people about God's judgment, but it can be easier 
to ask them questions like:  
 
"If we are created by a God, do you think we are accountable to him?" 
"Are you ready to meet your Maker?" 
“Do you think it matters what people do in this life?” 
 
These questions are non-threatening but extend the conversation enough to make it to 
the final topic. 
 
3. Resurrection 
 
READ: Acts 17:31b-34 
 
“God has provided proof of this to everyone by raising Jesus from the dead.” 
 
When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him. But others 
said, “We’d like to hear from you again about this.” Then Paul left their presence. 
However, some men joined him and believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them 
 
EXPLAIN: Remember that earlier in verse 18, some people in Athens thought 
Resurrection was just the name of another god. Paul makes clear in verse 31, though, that 
the resurrection is something that actually happened with Jesus. This means death is not 
the end of the story.  
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 15:17-19  
 
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 
Therefore, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished. If we have put our 
hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone. 
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EMPHASIZE: For Paul (and for us), the Resurrection is the make-or-break point. Get the 
conversation to this point, as quickly as you can. In a pluralistic world, make clear that you 
don’t see religion as simply a way to be a better person or a way to exchange ideas. Your 
belief centers on whether Jesus conquered death.  
 
Ask the person to whom you’re talking, “If the resurrection is true, do you think that sets 
Jesus apart from other gods or religions?” 
 
 
TRANSITION: As you witness, remember you are proclaiming salvation through Jesus 
Christ, not trying to impress the other person or win a debate/argument. Salvation is a 
work of God. He has given us the opportunity and responsibility to share this Good News 
of Salvation. But we don't save people; saving faith is more than just intellectually 
agreeing with a set of ideas. 
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GO 
 
God will work in and through your to engage your world and call others to find true life in 
Jesus. It's not easy to share our faith in a pluralistic world, but we are not ashamed of the 
Gospel because it's the power of salvation. I pray you will trust in the power of God's 
Spirit to work through you, and I pray that after Super Summer is over you will continue 
encouraging your School to share the Hope of Christ with a hurting and broken world. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time:  
1. What are some of the main arguments against Christianity you have encountered? 
2. What questions about Christianity do you expect to face in college or in your first job?   
3. *Group Leaders- Work together in your group to address some of the 

questions/arguments that students mention. You likely won't have all the answers. 
The key is to show the students how to engage the questions and show them where 
they can turn for assistance in apologetics. 
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Thurs MID 
Accountability 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Basics of Accountability Groups 

Blue Family/Parents 

Orange Friends 

Yellow Government/Authority Figures 

Green Church Family 

Silver Accountability during Life Transitions 

 
 
Overview of Accountability 
After establishing the basics of accountability groups in Red school, the other 
schools will focus on areas of life in which accountability is important. The 
common threads for each school will be trust, truthfulness, a willingness to grow, 
and humility.    
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 
Thurs MID - Accountability 

 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Help the students understand the factors that will keep them consistent 
and on-track during a season of transition.   
 
Key Texts 
• Exodus 17:8-16 
• Numbers 13-14 (Joshua and Caleb) 
• Joshua 1 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Preparation, Stability, and Relationships during Transitions 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Accountability to God: Factors that Prepare You for 

Transitions in Life 
• “Set (Part 2)”- Accountability to Others: Relationships to Guide you 

through Transitions in Life 
• “Go”- Encourage students to assess their preparedness for transition 
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READY 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION : Losing Things During Transition- I lose things easily, 
especially during moves. It's so frustrating to pack something, only to struggle finding it 
when you get to a new place. *Teachers- Share about a time you (or someone you know-
-family member, friend) lost something, particularly if a move caused the loss. Or, ask 
the students if they've lost something during a move.  
 
TRANSITION: I can almost guarantee that when you move to college or move out of your 
parent's house, you will lose something. Our goal right now is to help you not lose those 
things that matter most- your focus on God and the Christian influence you have with 
others as a friend and leader. You need to be prepared for the transitions that are 
coming in life. This week is the perfect time to check if your life foundation is 
strong/stable and fix any cracks. 
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SET 
 
PART 1: FACTORS THAT PREPARE YOU FOR TRANSITIONS IN LIFE 
 
EXPLAIN: In this session, we're going to look at how to remain accountable to God and 
others during a life transition. To do this, we're going to look at the story of Joshua 
transitioning into leadership after the death of Moses. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Here in a minute, we're going to read Joshua 1. But reading Joshua 1 
feels like walking into a movie an hour late or catching a new series on the third episode 
when the rest of your friends started watching at episode 1. (Teacher- if you have an 
example of walking into a movie late, you could throw that in as an ice-breaker 
illustration.) 
 
EMPHASIZE: Through God's perfect plans, Joshua was being cultivated for leadership. 
Joshua's preparation for leadership began long before the story in Joshua 1. Let's look at 
a couple of ways God was preparing him. 
 
(***Teachers, I’ve included two illustrations of Joshua’s preparation—one from Ex 17 and 
the other from Numb 13-14. My guess is, you’ll only have time for one, unless you 
summarize the stories and eliminate a few of the discussion points. Feel free to use one, 
or both, based on your personal teaching speed.) 
 
READ: Exodus 17:8-16 
 
At Rephidim, Amalek came and fought against Israel. Moses said to Joshua, “Select 
some men for us and go fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the hilltop with 
God’s staff in my hand.” 
  
Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought against Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. While Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, but 
whenever he put his hand down, Amalek prevailed. When Moses’ hands grew heavy, they 
took a stone and put it under him, and he sat down on it. Then Aaron and Hur supported 
his hands, one on one side and one on the other so that his hands remained steady until 
the sun went down. So Joshua defeated Amalek and his army with the sword. 
  
The Lord then said to Moses, “Write this down on a scroll as a reminder and recite it to 
Joshua:I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek under heaven.” And Moses built 
an altar and named it, “The Lord Is My Banner.” He said, “Indeed, my hand is lifted up 
toward the Lord’s throne. The Lord will be at war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.” 
 
ASK: How do you think this experience impacted Joshua's approach to life and 
leadership? 
 
EXPLAIN: (Teacher- Feel free to explain as much of this story as you want. The story is a 
great way to show Joshua's involvement with Moses and Joshua's exposure to the power 
and victory of God through His people.) 
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READ: Numbers 13:25-28, 30-31; 14:1-2, 6-9 (might need to summarize beginning at 13:1)  
 
At the end of 40 days they returned from scouting out the land. The men went back to 
Moses, Aaron, and the entire Israelite community in the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh. 
They brought back a report for them and the whole community, and they showed them 
the fruit of the land. They reported to Moses:“We went into the land where you sent us. 
Indeed it is flowing with milk and honey, and here is some of its fruit. However, the 
people living in the land are strong, and the cities are large and fortified. 
 
Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said, “We must go up and 
take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it!” But the men who had 
gone up with him responded, “We can’t go up against the people because they are 
stronger than we are!” 
 
Then the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that night. All the 
Israelites complained about Moses and Aaron, and the whole community told them, “If 
only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness!  
 
Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who scouted 
out the land, tore their clothes and said to the entire Israelite community:“The land we 
passed through and explored is an extremely good land. If the Lord is pleased with us, 
He will bring us into this land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and give it to us. Only 
don’t rebel against the Lord, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land, for we will 
devour them.” 
 
ASK: How do you think Joshua's experience that we read about back in Exodus 17 
impacted Joshua when he went to spy out the land? 
 
EXPLAIN: (Teacher- This is such a foundational story, that it's hard to decide what to 
emphasize. I think the students need to be reminded of the courage it would have taken 
for Joshua and Caleb to stand in faith against the other 10 spies.) 
 
READ: Joshua 1:1-9 
 
After the death of Moses the Lord’s servant, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, who 
had served Moses: “Moses My servant is dead. Now you and all the people prepare to 
cross over the Jordan to the land I am giving the Israelites. I have given you every place 
where the sole of your foot treads, just as I promised Moses. Your territory will be from 
the wilderness and Lebanon to the great Euphrates River — all the land of the Hittites — 
and west to the Mediterranean Sea. No one will be able to stand against you as long as 
you live. I will be with you, just as I was with Moses. I will not leave you or forsake you. 
 
“Be strong and courageous, for you will distribute the land I swore to their fathers to give 
them as an inheritance. Above all, be strong and very courageous to carefully observe 
the whole instruction My servant Moses commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right 
or the left, so that you will have success wherever you go. This book of instruction must 
not depart from your mouth; you are to recite it day and night so that you may carefully 
observe everything written in it. For then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you 
do. Haven’t I commanded you:be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or 
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
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EXPLAIN: When it came time for Joshua to take charge, God had prepared him for this 
opportunity. But, when he came into leadership, Joshua still had to remain accountable 
to God and what God had taught him. In Joshua 1, we see some of the factors that kept 
Joshua accountable to God. 
 
1. He had learned from Moses' successes and failure. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Joshua needed to learn from Moses' successes and failures. He had seen 
God's presence with Moses, but he had also seen Moses struggle to trust in God on a 
few situations. 
 
APPLICATION: I know you all will be amazing leaders, but remember that we often have 
to "lead from the second chair" before taking charge ourselves. Joshua was in the battle 
when Moses was holding up his arms. He didn't refuse to participate just because he 
wasn't the one in charge. Matt Kellar calls "teachability" the most important key for 
leadership success. A great leader remains accountable to God by learning from how 
God has worked in those who come before us. 
 
2. He could depend on God's promises.  
 
EXPLAIN: One difficulty of going through life transitions is that it's easy for stable 
foundations in our life to be shaken. When things in your life start to feel unstable in the 
next few years, you will be able to remain accountable to God by remembering God's 
promises for your life and for His people.  
 
ASK: When you think about God and the Bible, what are some promises from God that 
you can depend on? (Teacher- Students often become very contemplative with a 
question like this, and won't answer even though they are thinking of solid answers. You 
might have to suggest a few options to get them started.) 
 
3. He could depend on God's presence. (Verses 5, 9) 
 
EXPLAIN: One of God's greatest promises is that He will not leave us. Remember, as you 
prepare for college or the workplace, when everything seems to be changing around 
you, God will not leave you or forsake you. Through the Holy Spirit, He will be with you 
and His presence will keep you accountable to Him even when you feel alone or 
confused. 
 
4. He could depend on God's Word. (Verses 7-8) 
 
EXPLAIN: Through the Bible, we learn how God has worked in people in the past, we 
learn God's promises, and we learn about God's presence.  
 
EMPHASIZE: In the next year, you'll probably read more and work harder than you ever 
have in your life. In the midst of this, don't lose sight of God's Word. God will use His 
Word to keep you accountable to God's will for your life.  
 
 
TRANSITION: So, the factors we just listed sound like private/individual things. But in 
addition to these things, you will need strong relationships in order to remain 
accountable during the next couple of years. This is hard though, because life transitions 
mean you'll lose some of your old relationships and have to make new ones. How will 
God strengthen your faith during this time?   
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PART 2: ACCOUNTABILITY TO OTHERS: RELATIONSHIPS TO GUIDE YOU THROUGH 
TRANSITIONS IN LIFE 
 
EXPLAIN: In addition to building a strong foundation, we need strong relationships in 
order to remain accountable to God and each other during life transitions. I want to help 
you think about how these relationships will impact your faith during the next couple of 
years. 
 
READ: Joshua 1:10-11, 16-18 
 
Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people: “Go through the camp and tell the 
people, ‘Get provisions ready for yourselves, for within three days you will be crossing the 
Jordan to go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you to 
inherit. ’” 
  
They answered Joshua, “Everything you have commanded us we will do, and everywhere 
you send us we will go. We will obey you, just as we obeyed Moses in everything. And 
may the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses. Anyone who rebels against 
your order and does not obey your words in all that you command him, will be put to 
death. Above all, be strong and courageous.” 
 
EXPLAIN: There are several things we could look at in Joshua's life, but what I want you to 
see as young leaders is that Joshua didn't strike out on his own at this point. He had to 
make hard decisions and go in some new directions, but he did these things on the basis 
of the relationships and foundation he had laid. 
 
EMPHASIZE: The hardest part of most life transitions is balancing the past--what you 
have experienced--and the future--the new things God is leading you to do. This also 
applies to the key people in your life; those in the past who have impacted you and the 
new people God will bring you into contact with. The ability to balance these 
relationships will keep you accountable to what wants to do through your life. 
 
ASK: How many friends from high school do you think you'll still be connected with in 1 
year? 2 years? 5 years? (*Teacher- It would be good for you to share a personal story or 
two about how quickly we can lose relationships with friends from high school friends as 
life transitions happen.) 
 
1. Accountable to Past Relationships 
 
-Those who have influenced you in the past 
 
EXPLAIN: Don't cut your ties with people who have influenced your life up to this point. 
You will need people to call or text who know your story and know where you're from.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: Recent research has shown that almost 70% of students who graduate 
from high school--even those who are involved in their youth group--will stop attending 
church for at least a year. The way to cut this statistic in half is to have an adult in your 
life, other than a parent, who checks in on you every few weeks.  
 
ASK: What adults in your life do you have right now whom you think will stay involved 
with you? (Remind the students that it's hard for their youth minister to stay in contact 
with every student who graduates. Hopefully they've had a Sunday School teacher or 
minister who has been instrumental in their life.) 
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-Those you have influenced in the past 
 
EXPLAIN: Leaders set the tone for transitions; if you stay engaged spiritually, others will 
too. Those in your youth group will watch and learn from how you handle this new 
season of life. If God has allowed you to disciple someone during your time in high 
school, be transparent with that person about the challenges you face in the coming 
year. Also, stay in touch with your friends who graduated with you this year. They will 
need your encouragement in order to stay accountable spiritually. 
 
APPLICATION: Don't waste the reputation God has given you in the past few years. If you 
continue to attend your home church, find new ways to plug in that model godly 
humility. If you move away, don't waste your trips home. Use these trips to share with the 
current junior and seniors in high school what you have learned since being gone. 
 
2. Accountable to New Relationships 
 
EXPLAIN: As much as you need those old relationships, though, we realize you can't live 
in the past. God will give you new experiences and new relationships; and you'll need 
these to remain accountable to spiritual growth. 
 
APPLICATION: As you prepare for college or the work force, let me encourage you to 
seek out others who have faced a similar transition. If you're going to a state university, 
find someone who has done that and learn from them. If you're going to work full-time, 
find someone who went to work straight out of high school. Ask these people how they 
stayed strong in their faith and grew spiritually during transitions. *There is a good 
chance, God will use these people to guide you in the years to come. 
 
EMPHASIZE: In the next season of life, the most important place to develop new 
relationships is in a local church. You'll make great friends at the BCM, FCA, and other 
college ministries; but these ministries should support your involvement in a local 
church, not replace it. 
 
APPLICATION: Don't worry about attending the most exciting or most popular church. 
It's often easy to get lost in these places and not remain accountable. Find a place where 
you can get involved by becoming a servant and not expecting to be treated immediately 
as the leader. (Remind students to be respectful of waiting periods these churches might 
have for certain leadership roles.) 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Ask- How many of you have heard of John Piper? (To be honest, I don't 
know how many students will know his name). He's been one of the most influential 
pastors in North America for a coupe of decades. Not everyone agrees with certain parts 
of his theology, but he's well-respected as a pastor. When John Piper was in seminary, he 
taught a 7th and 8th grade boys Sunday School class. Piper talks about this being one of 
the most foundational experiences he had, as he labored each week to serve these boys 
and teach them God's word. (Teacher- If you had a similar experience early in your 
ministry, share that as well.)  
 
 
TRANSITION: Throughout this week, we are praying that God will prepare you to be 
leaders who make an amazing impact on God's Kingdom. To make an impact, you have 
to do the little things right. Build a strong foundation for your life; build godly 
relationships into your life. Be accountable to the Lord and to others one step at a time. 
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GO 
 
Here's a formula to consider: Godly Preparation + Godly Relationships + Godly 
Opportunity = Success. That formula doesn't work if we think of success as worldly things 
like money and popularity. But if your desire in life is to be a leader whom God uses to 
impact others, the formula will be your roadmap. If you will remain accountable to God 
and others during your upcoming life transition, you will become a successful leader who 
builds up God's Kingdom. Let me pray for you, that you'll stay accountable to God's 
foundations in your life and to the relationships He's given you. 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Group Time:  
A. Transitions aren't easy. What scares you most about the life transition you're about to 

face?  
 
B. Preparation/Foundations- "God never wastes our experiences."  
-Based on that statement, what experiences has God given you to prepare for what you'll 
likely face after high school?  
 
-What experiences will you be able to look back on as you face difficult times in the 
coming years? 
 
C. Relationships 
-Which of your current relationships do you think will be most important for you to 
remain accountable to God and others in the next couple of years? 
 
-Who can you seek out who has gone through a similar life transition to the one you're 
about to face? Will you commit to contact this person in the next two weeks and ask for a 
chance to meet? 
 
-In what areas of life, do you think you'll need to develop new relationships to keep you 
on track during this life transition? 
 
D. Opportunity 
-We talked earlier about what you're most worried about for the next life transition. Now, 
what are you most excited about?  
 
-What opportunities do you sense God giving you in this next season? 
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Thurs PM 
INFLUENCE 
 
 
 
 

 Theme 

Red Foundations 

Blue Devotion/Commitment 

Orange Community 

Yellow Service 

Green Legacy 

Silver Influence 

 
 
 
Overview of the Age Level Sessions 
For each age-level theme, we will focus on helping the students develop a biblical 
foundation, a theological framework, and practical applications. I will try to make the 
sessions for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday fit together, though Tuesday may be 
more foundational, with practical applications saved primarily for Wednesday and 
Thursday.   
 
 
  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Silver School 
Expanded Teaching Notes 

Thurs PM -Legacy 
 
 
Pre-Teaching Information for Session 
 
Goal = Call students to multiply their influence by investing their life in others as 
part of the Body of Christ. 
 
Key Texts 
• 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 
• Mark 4:18-19 
• Ephesians 4:15 
• 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
• John 13:34-35 
 
Summary of the Lesson  
• “Ready”- Don’t Add, Multiply 
• “Set (Part 1)”- Invest and Influence  
• “Set (Part 2)”- The Body of Christ 
• “Go”- Praying Over the Students 
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READY 
 
ASK: How many of you like math? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Ok, let’s do some math. Which is bigger, 2 + 2 or 2 x 2? Yeah, not much 
difference, huh? Ok, what about, 3 + 3 or 3 x 3? Yeah, now we’re getting somewhere. How 
about, 4 + 4 or 4 x 4? The answers start to get further apart. The further you go, the more 
it becomes important to multiply instead of add.  
 
EXPLAIN: My hope for you all, is that you will be leaders who multiply your influence in 
the world. We live in a broken, hurting world. By most estimates, well over 2 billion 
people and counting have never heard about Jesus. Those in our country who have heard 
about Jesus usually have a warped view of him. We desperately need Christian leaders 
like yourselves who will go into the world and multiply your influence in powerful ways 
for the cause of Christ. 
 
TRANSITION: You’ve been influenced in your life, sometimes negatively, sometimes 
positively. Now, it’s your turn. We learned yesterday that God has called us to servant 
leadership, to be salt and light in the world. But, how do you multiply that influence?  
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SET 
 
PART 1: INVEST AND INFLUENCE 
 
READ 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 
 
Although we could have been a burden as Christ’s apostles, instead we were gentle 
among you, as a nursing mother nurtures her own children. We cared so much for you 
that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, 
because you had become dear to us. 
 
EXPLAIN: You can read in Acts 17 about how Paul established the church at Thessalonica. 
He was forced to leave town, though, when a mob became upset at what was happening. 
He loved the Christians in Thessalonica and wanted them to remember how he had 
invested in their lives. 
To do this, he described his actions as a mother being gentle with her young children.  
 
EXPLAIN: The term gentle means that Paul wasn’t overbearing. He cherished them and 
cared for them.  
 
EMPHASIZE: The key phrase here is in verse 8. Paul had not only spoken to them the 
message  about Jesus. He had shared his very life with them. 
 
EXPLAIN: The word for share means to give something to someone else with no 
immediate expectation of a return on your investment.  
 
EMPHASIZE: We invest our life in someone else, not to get something in return, but to 
see them in turn invest their life in another person. A mom’s influence doesn’t end with 
her own children. Her influence is multiplied as her children impact others, and as her 
children have children and the family influence is passed on through the generations. 
 
EXPLAIN: The reason this is such a big deal is that investing your life in others matches 
the exact pattern that Jesus set for us. Jesus didn’t go around teaching people only with 
his words. He shared his life with them, and they learned about God by following him 
and watching his life. 
 
READ: Matthew 4:18-19 
 
As He was walking along the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, who was called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they were 
fishermen. “Follow Me,” He told them, “and I will make you fish for people!” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 
 
EXPLAIN: And as they followed him, Jesus didn’t just talk about serving others. He served 
them completely, even to the point of dying so that we could have life.  
 
APPLICATION: As leaders, you will multiply your influence, not simply when you speak 
about Jesus, but when you share your life with others in a way that they are able to see 
what it means to follow Jesus. 
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READ: 1 Thessalonians 2:8-12 
 
For you remember our labor and hardship, brothers. Working night and day so that we 
would not burden any of you, we preached God’s gospel to you. You are witnesses, and 
so is God, of how devoutly, righteously, and blamelessly we conducted ourselves with 
you believers. As you know, like a father with his own children, we encouraged, 
comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you into His 
own kingdom and glory. 
 
EXPLAIN: Once again, Paul isn’t only talking to biological dads. He’s using an illustration 
of how dads are called by God to influence their kids to live in a way that honors God.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Paul used the words encourage, comfort, and implore. These are words that 
involve coming alongside another person in order to move that person to action. They 
are “challenge” words, but not challenge in the sense of breaking down the other 
person. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: (Teacher- feel free to expand or tweak this illustration to match your own 
life experiences.) In sports, when my coach yelled at me, he would say, “If wasn’t 
correcting you, it would mean I didn’t care about you.” Now, at the time, that isn’t very 
comforting! If the coach only berated you, and never built you up, you’d get discouraged. 
But, when you know a coach wants the best for you, you’ll listen to his challenges and 
corrections.  
 
APPLICATION: As you share your life with other people, you will have opportunities to 
multiply your influence by challenging people to live in a way that honors God. It’s not 
wrong to speak challenging words into another person’s life. You just don’t want to do 
this in a way that breaks them down, or kills their spirit. 
 
READ: Ephesians 4:15 
 
Speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who is the head — Christ. 
 
EXPLAIN: This verse actually appears in a context related to leadership. People are easily 
pulled aside by false teaching and false ideas of what it means to follow Jesus. Paul is 
calling leaders to speak the truth, but to do it from a position of love for the people. 
 
ASK: Can you think of a time in your life when a person challenged you about whether or 
not your actions were honoring to God? Would anyone be willing to share that? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: Teacher- in sharing your own experiences of someone speaking into 
your life, be authentic enough to admit that our initial response is usually defensive or 
rude. I remember when someone called me on the fact that I had missed church to 
attend a sporting event. I had a good reason to miss that day, but I was embarrassed by 
the immaturity of how I received their respectful, but challenging, words. 
 
EMPHASIZE: A leader who knows how to multiply influence will be someone who knows 
how to speak the truth in love.  
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So, what will keep you from investing in and influencing others for eternal 
purposes? 
 
1. Being Busy 
 
ASK: Does anyone have their schedule yet for the Fall semester? (Some might; not sure, 
though.) If so, does it scare you? You’ve probably heard this phrase before, but let me 
prepare you for something called “syllabus shock.” That’s when you see the assignments 
for your class and begin to panic about everything that’s going to be required of you. 
 
EXPLAIN: I know this is hard to imagine, but life is about to get busier than it’s ever been 
for you. And, as busy as you will be in the next few years, you’re actually going to have 
more free time than you will for the next 30 years of your life!  
 
EMPHASIZE: When we are busy, it’s easy to get focused on what is right in front of us 
and lose sight of multiplying our influence through investing in and influencing others.  
 
APPLICATION: To combat this, you’ll need to become very good at saying “No” to a 
bunch of things so you can say “Yes” to the right things. Multiplying your influence is not 
about getting involved in the most activities or leadership roles. It’s about getting 
involved in the right activities and the right leadership roles.  
 
POSSIBLE ILLUSTRATION : (Teacher- if you have a story to share about this practice in 
your own life, please include that here.) 
 
 
2. Being Private 
 
EXPLAIN: We live in a private society. Most people are resistant to building close 
relationships, especially in a world dominated by social media.  
 
EMPHASIZE: Remember- investing and influencing are the same as intruding on 
someone’s personal space. You’re not trying to control or manipulate someone else’s 
life. You’re just seeking to influence someone through a meaningful relationship and 
speaking the truth in love.  
 
APPLICATION: If you are a private or shy person, I need you to remember that you are 
able to have great influence. The key is to keep your eyes open to the opportunities God 
gives you to be involved with people who are in need of love and hope. Sometimes the 
people most in need of love and hope don’t want to be around extroverts; they actually 
need a calm, quiet presence in their lives. God will give you these opportunities to 
multiply your influence, no matter your personality.  
 
 
3. Being Distracted from the Mission 
 
READ: 1 Thessalonians 2:12 
 
We encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who 
calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 
 
EXPLAIN: When we talk about having influence, we’re not simply talking about being a 
mentor. Paul’s goal in this passage was that people would walk worthy of God, being 
dedicated to God’s Kingdom and Glory.  
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EMPHASIZE: We don't simply want to see someone become a better person. We invest 
and influence so that person will be see the greatness of God’s Kingdom and Glory. The 
greatest way you can multiply your influence is by pointing people to Jesus.  
 
 
TRANSITION: As you think about what it means to influence others by pointing them 
Jesus, I hope you’ll see the importance of the local church for being able to do this. 
 
PART 2: THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 
EMPHASIZE: Here’s my goal in the last few minutes we have together. I want to make 
one, final plea for you to see your influence in the context of the local church. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 
Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different ministries, but the 
same Lord. And there are different activities, but the same God activates each gift in 
each person. A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person to produce what is 
beneficial. 
 
EXPLAIN: I know these verses may be familiar to you, but don’t miss how God has 
designed His people to serve one another and impact the world around them. 
 
EMPHASIZE: Your ability to influence others won’t come by trying to be like someone 
else. It will come as you use the gifts God has given you, and as you work together with 
other Christians who are different than you. 
 
APPLICATION: The best way you can do is by getting involved with a local church in 
which you serve and influence for the good of others. Don’t go in expecting to be the 
person in charge or to show them how smart your are. Go in with the intent to serve, 
share your life, and be a Christ-like influence.  
 
READ: John 13:34-35 
 
I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also 
love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another. 
 
EXPLAIN: One, somewhat surprising way you’re able to have influence on the world is by 
how you treat other Christians. Being involved in a local church as part of the Body of 
Christ is not a selfish, inwardly focused idea. Instead, it’s one of the main ways you’re 
able to have influence with people outside the church.  
 
EMPHASIZE: If you don’t invest in and influence other Christians in a godly way, you 
won’t have a foundation for investing in and influencing those who are not believers. 
 
 
TRANSITION: God has prepared you to multiply your influence for His glory. I can’t wait 
to see how God will use you all in the years ahead. If we can serve you or encourage you 
at any point, don’t hesitate to contact us.  
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GO 
 
(Leaders- This would be a good opportunity to pray over the students as they prepare to 
head out from the week and move toward what lies ahead. Pray they will be able to 
multiply their influence in the years ahead.) 
 
------ 
 
Group Time:  
Investing and Influencing 
-What is one activity or responsibility that you think you’ll be tempted to say “yes” to, but 
that you probably need to say “no”? Or, was there something in high school that you 
said “yes” to that kept you from being able to invest in and influence others? 
 
-For those of you who consider yourselves introverts, how do you think God can use you 
to influence others? (*Group leader- It might be neat to allow the extroverts who have 
talked all week in group time to speak encouragingly to the introverts about positive 
qualities they see in the lives of their shy group members. You’d want to proceed 
carefully with this, but it could be a powerful moment for the shy group members to hear 
how they are able to have influence.)  
 
 
Gifted to Serve the Body  
-What spiritual gifts has God given you?  
 
-How do you foresee those gifts being used to multiply your influence on others? 
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